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TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


To the Honorable, the Mayor, and City Council 
of Seattle. 


Gentlemen: In behalf of the Library Board of the City of 
Seattle, I herewith transmit the report of the Library department 


for the year 1912. 
Respectfully 


SAMUEL MorRISON 


President 
Seattle, Washington, January |, 1913 


Report of the Librarian 
To the Library Board of Seattle: 


I have the honor to report as follows on the work of the 
Seattle Public Library during the year ending December 31, 1912: 


Volumes 
On January |, 1913, there were 175,352 volumes in the 
library, the net additions for the past year having been 24,761. 


Distributing agencies 

Two important agencies for the distribution of books were 
added to the library system during the past year by the opening 
of a branch library at Georgetown and the establishment of a 
drugstore deposit station at Rainier Beach. ‘There is now a total 
of 479 agencies—the central library, 7 branch libraries, 4 drug- 
store deposit stations, 25 engine houses, 430 schoolrooms, 6 play- 
grounds, and 6 special deposit stations. 


Registration 

The number of registered borrowers on December 31, 1912, 
was 46,857. Of this number, 11,070 were juvenile, but the large 
number of children who take out books only from the class rooms 
of the public schools are not included. The total number of bor- 
rowers registered during the year was 24,004. 


4 SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Circulation 

The total number of books loaned for home use during the 
year ending December 31, 1912, was 852,126, a gain of 10% 
over the previous year. Juvenile books constituted 37% of the 
total circulation. ‘The fiction circulated was 64% of the total. The 
average number of books loaned per capita was 3.59. 


Art and technology room 

In August the fine arts and technology divisions of the refer- 
ence department moved into the newly-furnished room at the north 
end of the top floor, the small room adjoining being made an office 
for the reference librarian. The center room on the top floor, 
vacated by the fine arts division, was then given to the schools di- 
vision for the teachers’ room which had previously been located in 
less convenient quarters on the mezzanine floor. The room thus 
made vacant on the mezzanine floor is used by the branch depart- 
ment for deposit station work which formerly had been done in 
the stack at some disadvantage. 


Emergency gas lamps 

To provide for occasions when the electric lights fail at the 
central library, each public room or hall has been supplied with one 
or two emergency gas lamps. ‘These gas lamps are lighted from a 
pilot light merely by pulling a chain, thereby avoiding the necessity 
of a search in the dark for candles and matches. 


Branches 


Improvements have been made in nearly all the present branch 
library buildings. The transformation into a children’s room of the 
upper floor of the Ballard branch was completed and a kitchenette 
for the staff was also constructed on the upper floor. The Fremont 
branch was moved across the street into more convenient and acces- 
sible quarters on the street level, with the use of a smaller room for 
story-hour purposes once a week. ‘The temporary lighting fixtures 
at the University branch have been replaced with indirect lights, 
similar to those at the West Seattle branch. 

In the Georgetown district, a new branch was established in 
the old city hall and though in operation only since November 27, 
it already has proved the need of a library in that section. 

The Columbia branch is to have a permanent building, for 
which a site has already been purchased on Rainier Avenue near 
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Alaska Street. This is to be built from Mr. Camegie’s donation 
for two branches made in January 1911. The other branch to be 
built from this fund is to be located in a new district, Queen Anne 
hill, where the Board has purchased a site on the northwest corner 
of 4th Avenue West and Garfield Street. The Board has chosen 
Mr. W. Marbury Somervell and Mr. Harlan Thomas as associate 
architects for these two new buildings and also for the Henry L. 
Yesler Memorial branch library, which is to be built on Yesler 
Way between 23d and 24th avenues. The purchase of the site 
for the Yesler branch was made possible by the transfer of $15,000 
from the Park Board to the Library Board in exchange for the 
Yesler triangle. The City Council will appropriate the money for 
this memorial library. 


Changes in Board of Trustees 

On April 1, 1912, Judge G. A. C. Rochester retired from 
the Library Board, having been a member since January 1900 and 
Chairman of the Board for the last five years. For twelve years 
he had given the library freely of his time and services, and in that 
time the resources and achievements of the library increased six-fold. 
Miss Adele M. Fielde was appointed by Mayor Cotterill to fill 


the vacancy. 


Staff 

The library and its patrons suffered a considerable loss when 
Charlotte Elizabeth Wallace, superintendent of circulation, resigned 
on May Ist for travel and study abroad. In her three years of 
service she had reorganized the circulation department and had 
made it vastly more effective in service to the public. Ethel R. 
Sawyer, formerly first assistant, was promoted to Miss Wallace’s 
place and the vacancy thus caused was filled by the appointment on 
October Ist of Mary N. Baker, a graduate of Otterbein University, 
with one year’s training at the New York State Library School and 
two years’ experience as librarian of the Elwood (Ind.) public 
library. 

Owing to the increased amount of work in the cataloguing de- 
partment, Lucia Haley was added to the staff in October. Miss 
Haley is a graduate of the University of Washington and also of 
Pratt Institute School of Library Science. 

Alice A. Blanchard, head of the schools division, under whom 
the work with schools had been greatly extended, resigned on Sep- 
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tember Ist because of ill health and was succeeded by Margaret 
Lathrop, a graduate of Wells College, a student at the Pittsburgh 
Training School for Children’s Librarians, and for a year head of 
the children’s department of the Madison ( Wis.) public library. 


Helen Jackson, children’s librarian at West Seattle, resigned 
to accept a position in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and was succeeded by 
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Bowen, who had been children’s librarian in 
the Salt Lake City public library for several years and had also 
had a year in the Pittsburgh Training School. 


Maud Osborne, assistant in the reference room, accepted a 
position in the University of Washington library on November Ist. 
To fill this vacancy, Mellie Alexander was transferred from the 
periodical room to the reference room and Vincent H Gowen, for- 
merly night assistant in the periodical room, was placed on full time. 


For the new branch at Georgetown, Leta E. Towner was 
chosen librarian. Miss Towner is a graduate of the University of — 
Iowa and besides a year in the Pratt Institute School of Library 
Science, also had several months’ experience in the Cleveland public 
library. 

The Librarian and two members of the staff attended the an- 
nual meeting of the American Library Association at Ottawa, Can- 


ada, June 26 to July 2. 


Apprentice class 


In April the class of seven apprentices finished their course in 
library training, the work having included actual practice in the 
various departments, and lectures on classification, current events, 
history of literature, use of catalogue, binding, reference work, child- | 
ren’s work, order and accession work, civic and social institutions, 
and history of Seattle. The class was composed of the following: 
Margaret Collins, Donna Dunlap, Florence Gandolfo, Marian Hal- 
ler, Florence Hovey, Katharine Walsh, and Winifred Washburn. 
Three of these have been appointed to full-time positions on the 
staff, and three to part-time positions. 


Binding 
The library bindery turned out 17,593 volumes of binding and 
rebinding, in addition to the usual amount of miscellaneous and 


repair work and the gilding of call numbers on 31,916 volumes. 
The total cost of operating the bindery was $10,200.78. Com- 
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paring this cost with the cost of having the work done outside, we 
estimate that we saved during the year over $2,000 by operating 
our own bindery. We also have the advantage of securing a better 
grade of work than is done in most of the trade binderies. 


Finances 

The total receipts for the year were $168,924.56, and the 
total expenditures $167,952.45. These are both itemized in some 
detail on page 36. Three items among the receipts are worthy 
of special mention: a contribution of $500 from Col. Alden J. 
Blethen toward the purchase of the site for the Queen Anne branch; 
a contribution of $2,500 subscribed by citizens of Rainier Valley 
toward the purchase of the site for the Columbia branch; and the 
sum of $15,000 from the Park Board toward the purchase of the 
site for the Yesler branch. In exchange for this last-named sum, the 
Yesler triangle at Third Avenue and Yesler Way has been turned 
over to the Park Board. 

The expenditures were divided roughly as follows: Salaries, 
$73,538.21; books, $28,505.03; periodicals, $2,493.33; binding, 
$10,200.78; supplies, printing, repairs, and other expenses, $22,- 
490.47; a total of $137,227.82 for regular maintenance and opera- 
tion. In addition to the above, $30,624.63 was spent for extra- 
ordinary purposes, including sites for three branch buildings and 
permanent improvements to present buildings. 


Efficiency investigation 

The Emerson Company of New York, Efficiency Engineers, 
was employed by the City Council in the latter part of the past year 
to investigate the city departments. The assistant engineer, Mr. 
E. T. Clarke, who made the investigation at the library, stated in 
the report submitted in November 1912, that “the management of 
the Seattle Public Library as a whole is admirable. Without ex- 
ception, a remarkable enthusiasm pervades the entire organization 
and the library stands prominent, not only as a city department of 
high efficiency, but as a leading library when viewed from the 
standpoint of public service,” and “‘that a return to civil service 
methods could not bring any better results.” In his report on the 
Seattle Civil Service Department, he also states ‘‘that the Library 
Department at 30% less rates of pay has built up an organization 
distinctly more efficient than that of any department under civil 
service rules.” 
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This inspection by an efficiency expert was an interesting episode 
in the year’s work. The necessity for justifying to an unprejudiced 
but critical outsider the policies and the practical conduct of the 
library was a beneficial experience, as it made each assistant more 
keenly alive to the need for intelligent service in carrying out the 
library routine. Also though very little was forthcoming of prac- 
tical value in the way of suggestions for improvement, except along 
those lines of which we have long been conscious and upon which 
we are already working, still it was gratifying to be so heartily 
endorsed by the inspector and to have confirmation of our belief in 
our policies and practice of administration. 


Newspaper publicity 


The Seattle Post-Intelligencer and the Seattle Times have been 
generous in giving space each week to our lists of new books and 
have also from time to time given publicity to different branches of 
the library’s work. The Seattle Union Record, the Seattle 
Municipal News, and the Western Woman’s Outlook have also 
kindly printed special lists and articles for us. This newspaper 
advertising has brought good results. 


Pians for the coming year 


The work for next year will include the building and opening 
of the Queen Anne branch library, the preparation of plans and 
the beginning of construction of the Yesler branch library, and the 
planning of the new branch building for Columbia. The sites for 
all three of these buildings have now been secured. We hope also 
to be able to start several new deposit stations during 1913. If 
the appropriations granted for the work of the library during the 
next year or two are sufficient to carry out our present plans, we 
shall soon be able to give fairly adequate book service to every part — 
of the city, either through a branch library or a drug-store deposit 
station. 


During the coming summer, the exterior of the Green Lake and 
University branches should be painted. At the central library we 
are planning to remodel the reference and newspaper rooms and to 
paint the walls in all rooms that have not been redecorated. Steps 
must also be taken to repair the damage due to the settlement of the 
building. We also plan to complete the book inventory which is 
now under way. 
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A summary of statistics, reports of heads of departments, and 
complete tables of statistics will be found in the following pages. 

The success of the work of the library as an institution for 
public service has been due to the hearty support of the Library 
Board in all of our undertakings, and to the enthusiasm and loyalty 
of the members of the library staff. 


Respectfully submitted 


- JUDSON T. JENNINGS 
Librarian 
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Summary of Statistics 


1911 
Population (Federal census 1910)...................... 237,194 
Number of volumes December 31.................... 150,591 


Number of volumes added during the year.... 22,282 


Number of periodicals received, including du- 


PRCRIES oe Se eae oe ut alae 942 
Number of newspapers received, including du- 
plicates. ey cet ee eee cre ee 213 
Number of borrowers registered during the year 22,853 
Total registration December 31.......................... 45,120 
Percentage of population registered as borrowers 19 
Circulation of books for home use: 
Central “hibrary i020 Na an 386,353 
Ballard branch. 220 a ee 66,427 
Columbia branch 2.2. 52S eee, 30,232 
Fremont branch 0 eee 32,728 
Georgetown «branch (i052. ee ee 
Green ‘Lake “branch 05.65) ee ea: 70,914 
University “branch o.c0l e e 60,004 
West: Seattle “branch 05 ee ee 45,095 
Schools ea a easier ie ena ee 49,638 
Playgrounds «= c22tc Cs a ee is 5,595 
Deposit: stations! 22302 sie et ae 20,515 
f Wa) 2 Gitar Dap eO SeORO MMS AntaSel Alger RACE Ue 772,374 
Circiilation “per icapita i es 3.25 
Percentage of fiction circulation to total circu- 
EL Pos «Meda lar otra Maer eest Ba SAB Fe cs AR 66 
Number on staff December 31 in equivalent of 
full-time “assistants <.00-fe0c2 ee a 102 
VERS Pate Be cele Ta eg Sere ne meee 55 mills 
‘J otal receipts: front icity $161,119.95 
Expenditures for salaries ..............2..2-2-2-2:c0e000-+ 70,571.44 
Expenditures for books ..............-.:c:csccsecceeeess 28,907.73 
Expenditures for periodicals ..............2202-2.-.--.- 2,894.24 
Expenditures for binding ..................---.2:0.-1- 8,515.95 
Other operating expenses —.........0....2-22---ce:ceeeeee 22,581.45 
Total regular expenditures ...........22-20...-2e-ee0- 133,470.81 
Extraordinary expenditures _...........2...0.-.:-000-+- 48,964.13 


‘Total expenditures 6 cnc en ere aienc 182,434.94 


1912 


237,194 
175,352 
24,761 


- 947 


219 
24,004 
46,857 

19.7 


422,829 
70,134 
32,149 
37,012 

3,370 
75,013 
69,500 
44,615 
59,593 

4,035 
33,876 

852,126 

3.59 


64 


107. 

.46 mills 
$145,338.85 
73,538.21 
28,505.03 
2,493.33 
10,200.78 
22,490.47 
137,227.82 
30,724.63 
167,952.45 
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Reports of Departments 


Order Department 


The number of volumes in the library January 1, 1912, was 
reported as 150,591. During the year 31,400 volumes were added, 
6,790 are reported as withdrawn (worn out, lost, etc.), and 151 
volumes returned after being reported lost, making the net addi- 
tions 24,761 and the total number of volumes in the library at the 
close of the year, 175,352. Of the number added, 29,318 were 
by purchase and 2,082 by gift. 

The gifts were largely in the nature of state and city and 
United States government documents. Our collection of these reports 
has now grown to considerable size and judging from their use, they 
are much appreciated by the public. Much time and pains is given 
to securing them, and through the information they contain our citizens 
are enabled to become acquainted with the manner of carrying on 
the government in other communities. A small collection of Lith- 
uanian books was presented to the library during the summer by the 
D. L. K. Gedmino Lodge for the use of the Lithuanian people in 
the city. We now have collections of books in the French, German, 
Italian, Spanish, Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, Finnish, and Lithu- 
anian languages, all of these, excepting the Lithuanian, having been 
purchased from the library funds. 

The amount of money spent this year for books, maps, and 
periodicals (not including current subscriptions) was $28,505,03, 
which included transportation. Some effort has been made to lessen 
the cost of transportation by buying more books in Seattle, and by 
having those for which we were not in special haste shipped from 
New York by water, via the Tehauntepec route, and the foreign 
shipments by a line of steamers direct from England to Puget Sound 
via the Suez canal. We estimate that we have reduced the cost 
of transportation this year to about half that paid last year, in spite 
of the fact that we have added 5,000 more books. 
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A small new branch library was opened during the year with 
3,118 volumes. Considerable additions were made to our music 
collection and large additions to the periodical sets which were much 
used for school and club work. For the technology division we 
have secured the following sets: 

Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers 
Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers — 
Proceedings of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
Transactions of the Institution of Mining Engineers 
These are among the most valuable of the technical sets published and. 
we were fortunate in securing them in London at a moderate figure. 
To the art division we have added an unusually fine set of ““Punch’’, 
even more highly esteemed for its cartoons than its wit. 

Although more shipments of discarded books have been made 
than in past years, we have been unable to keep pace with the 
requests which come in continuously. These requests are filed in 
the order of receipt and as they are filled only when we are able 
to take an occasional hour from regular work, there is now on hand 
quite a waiting-list. From the collection of discarded books we have 
supplied various institutions in the city; libraries and schools in many 
country districts; jails, reformatories, and lumber camps throughout 
the State; and as in former years have sent several boxes to Alaska. 

Nothwithstanding the largely increased amount of work, due 
to re-numbering the books as well as adding 5,000 more volumes 
than last year, we have had no additions to our staff and each member 
has worked faithfully and with interest. 


HELEN GRACIE 
Chief of Order Department 


Catalogue Department 


The work of the year included the preparation of 31,400 books, 
1,897 unaccessioned pamphlets, and 295 pieces of sheet music. Of 
the books, 2,719 were duplicates for the schools division and deposit 
stations, and the remaining 28,681 were catalogued, including | 1,065 
new titles. A total of 115,490 new cards were filed, of which 
38,844 were for the catalogues at the central library, 32,350 for 
the catalogues at the branches, and 44,296 for the depository 
catalogue of the Library of Congress. Of the 71,194 cards pre- 
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pared and filed in our own catalogues, 28,936 were typewritten 
cards and 42,258 were printed cards of the Library of Congress. 

The increased size of the depository catalogue of the Library 
of Congress rendered additional catalogue cases necessary to relieve 
the congestion. We are planning to shift this catalogue and re- 
arrange it more conveniently. 

A special, typewritten, juvenile catalogue for the Ballard 
branch and a catalogue and a duplicate shelf-list for the new George- 
town branch were prepared. 

The opening of the new technology and fine arts room necessi- 
tated a reorganization of the catalogues at the central library. For 
the new technology and art catalogue it was decided to withdraw 
from the catalogue in the open-shelf room the cards for all books 
that were to be kept in the technology and art division, and also 
those for the juvenile books on art, science, and technology. In 
addition to the withdrawing of the cards, this change also necessitated 
a great deal of careful revision of the series and cross-reference cards. 
To fill our long-felt need of a complete and reliable list of subject 
headings, a list of all subject headings and cross-references found in 
the complete catalogue was made, and checked to show what sub- 
jects were in the circulation and in the technology and art catalogues. 
The catalogue in the reference room is now the only complete 
catalogue of the library. The duplicate art shelf-list has been dis- 
continued. 

Four apprentices from the University of Washington Library 
worked in the department during the summer. As an additional cata- 
loguer was very much needed Lucia Haley was added to the staff 
October Ist. 

BERTHA WAKEFIELD 
Chief of Catalogue Department 


Circulation Department 


The most striking feature of the year’s work in the circulation 
department has been the improvement in equipment, both in fur- 
nishings and in books. } 

At the return and the registration desks in the lobby, new and 
more sightly filing devices for cards and supplies have been installed, 
increasing speed and efficiency in the work with decreased physical 
strain on the assistants. 
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The appearance of the lobby has been further improved by 
the laying of wearproof matting in front of the desks, which lessens 
the unsightliness of the lobby floor in stormy weather by providing 
a sort of drain for dripping umbrellas, thereby preventing puddles 
of dirty water from collecting. 7 

New units of Library Bureau catalogue cases have been pro- 
vided to accommodate the cards for the open-shelf shelf-list, which is 
to take the place of the stamped location records on catalogue cards, 
accessions books, and shelf-lists. "This record has been made complete 
for the fiction in the department and is being kept up currently for 
the new books. It is a great disadvantage to the assistants not to 
have this record for all books in the department, and plans are now 
under way to complete the shelf-list at the same time that the inventory 
of the department is taken. 

The opening of the fine arts and technology room dan the re- 
moval of the 500’s and 600’s to the top floor has enabled us to 
revise our open-shelf collection and to bring out many books properly 
belonging on the open shelves but which for lack of outside shelving 
space had to be stored in the stacks. Among the first volumes to 
be brought out were the foreign books, of which almost the entire 
collection, numbering about 4,282 volumes, is now free of access to 
the public. The increased use of these books has proven the popu- 
larity of the plan, and has called attention to the fact that in work 
with the foreign population of this city we have a field which as yet 
has been very little exploited. A beginning has been made (1) in 
the shape of regular appropriations from the book fund to be spent in 
the purchase of foreign books, and (2) in the preparation of multi- 
graphed lists of books which the library contains in the various foreign 
languages. So far we have completed two lists, ‘German fiction” 
and ‘French fiction’’; others are to be issued as rapidly as they can 
be prepared. 

Another list which has been much appreciated is the ‘Fiction 
catalogue” printed by The H. W. Wilson Company from the latest 
edition of their fiction catalogue, somewhat revised for use in this 
library. These catalogues have been sold for the nominal price of 
10 cents a copy and their use has indicated how much might be 
done to guide and stimulate the use of good books by means of 
selected lists of the library's resources along different lines of reading. 

Another phase of this department’s activities that could be 
developed with a little encouragement is the work with the blind 


TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 15 


throughout the State. We now have on our list of blind borrowers 
73 names. Of these, 14 are regular users of the library, carrying 
on the exchange of books by mail, titles being selected from the lists 
of books in embossed type in this library. These lists are mailed to 
each new borrower and to other borrowers upon request. Our col- 
lection of books in embossed type now numbers 370 volumes in the 
American Braille, the New York point, and the Moon types. During 
the coming year the collection will be enlarged by about $500 
worth of new books which were ordered in 1912 but which are 
slow in arriving, as most of them must be printed after the receipt 
of the order. Loaning books to the blind is a work which has 
grown entirely of itself and out of the eager need which the blind 
of this State have felt for some opportunity to obtain mental stimulus 
or recreation through reading. The circulation for this year was 
137 volumes. We have obtained a list of persons in this State 
reported blind at the 1910 census and through this list it is intended 
to extend the work as time and opportunity offer. 

There have been a great many changes on the staff during the 
year. On May Ist, Charlotte Elizabeth Wallace, superintendent of 
circulation, resigned and Ethel R. Sawyer, formerly first assistant 
in the department, was appointed to the vacancy. Miss Wallace’s 
resignation was a great loss to the department. Mary N. Baker 
began work as first assistant October Ist. On May Ist, after 
completing the apprentice course, Donna Dunlap was appointed to 
a position on the staff, and on June 30th, Joanna Hislop left the 
library service. Laura F. Woodbridge resigned on August 27th 
to be married and Marian Haller, from the 1911-12 apprentice class, 
was appointed in her place September Ist. To fill the vacancy made 
by the resignation of Alice I. Mills, also to be married, Winifred 
Washburn, who had been filling a half-time position in the depart- 
ment while completing the apprentice course, was engaged for full 
time and Katherine Walsh, apprentice, was given a half-time position. 
These latter changes all took effect on October 15th. 

The work of the department includes no new departures in 
service, nor any signal accomplishments. Because of the unusual 
number of changes in the personnel of the staff, the past year has 
been quite fully occupied in continuing work previously begun and 
in planning for the next forward steps. All things considered, it has 
not been a discouraging year. . 

The circulation for the department was 291,071, as com- 
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pared with 277,822 for 1911. Upon comparison of this gain of 
13,249 with last year’s gain of 7,349, we are somewhat encouraged, 
especially as the total book collection for the year is smaller than 
that reported last year (44,470 volumes as compared with 45,175 
volumes in 1911), a decrease due to the transfer of between 5,000 
and 6,000 science and technology books to another department. 
However, these statistics do not yet adequately represent the amount 
of work done by the assistants. One reason for this is the fact that 
there is still a great need for more books—not more titles so much 
as duplication of many popular titles, not only in fiction but in 
many of the classes as well. In spite of the liberal book allowance, 
it is yet true that the circulation of books from this department could 
be very appreciably greater if it were not so often necessary to disap- 
point borrowers who come for definite books. It is a rare oppor- 
tunity that we have here in finding the desire for books already grown 
far in excess of our present ability to supply them, a condition which 
many libraries have to expend so much of their energy in creating. 

During the year, 13,153 books were supplied through our 
reserve system, giving some indication of the number of borrowers 
who were disappointed by not finding on the shelves the books they 
wanted. 

The department added during the year (exclusive of science 
and technology books, which were administered through the open- 
shelf room until August 19), 7,397 volumes and discarded 2,662 
volumes, with a net gain of 4,638 volumes, making the present book 
collection 44,470 volumes. 435 books in foreign languages were 
added and 1,040 cash duplicates. 

During the past years we have been obliged to expend much 
time and energy in installing physical equipment and outlining de- 
tailed procedure for each branch of the work of the department. 
With much of this work now well under way, we are about ready 
to turn more of our attention to increasing the use of the department 
and to stimulating the home use of books. The work should not 
now be hampered by lack of material to work with, and while appre- 
ciatively acknowledging the past liberality in the matter of book 
allowance, I would at the same time call attention to the fact that 
the shelves of certain sections in the library still present a very dis- 
couraging appearance to prospective borrowers. 

There has never, perhaps, been a time when results from an 
expenditure of money for the more adequate equipment of this 
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department with books could be made to show more quickly than at 
present. 

In closing I wish to acknowledge the good work of the staff, 
and to express my appreciation of their sympathetic co-operation, 
without which the results obtained would not have been possible. 


ETHEL R. SAWYER 
Superintendent of Circulation 


Reference Department 


The work in the general reference room increases steadily 
from year to year. One indication of this is from the fact that with 
the moving of the material on science and useful arts to the new 
fine arts and technology room, apparently no fewer people make use 
of the reference room. 

A bibliography on harbors, docks, and port development, upon 
which we have been working for a considerable time, was completed 
in the latter part of the year and will be published early in 1913. 
A list on taxation was compiled for the Taxation Committee of the 
Municipal League of Seattle for use in preparing an amendment to 
the State constitution as regards taxation. 

A letter with a list of reference works on religion was sent to 
each minister in the city and a letter with a list on real estate and 
fire insurance was sent to each of the 1200 real estate firms in the 
city. These letters suggested ways in which the library, and 
especially the reference department, might be useful to them. 

About once a week a short list of references is compiled on 
some topic which is before the City Council for consideration. Copies 
of these lists are mailed to the Mayor, the members of the Council, 
the Corporation Counsel, and others who may be interested. These 
lists are also printed in the Seattle Municipal News, which is the 
official paper of the Municipal League of Seattle and thus reaches 
1200 public-spirited, progressive men of the city. Some of the sub- 
jects of these lists are street-car franchises, municipal markets, traffic 
regulation, excess condemnation, and municipal jails and workhouses. 
Considerable municipal reference work has been done in this way. 

There has been much work done for individuals and com- 
mittees who were preparing bills to present to the Legislature. 
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Technology division 

The new fine arts and technology room was opened in August 
and at that time all circulating and reference books, documents, and 
periodicals on science and technology were moved there or to the 
stacks adjoining. The fine arts collection was combined with these, 
being moved from a smaller room where it had been for several 
years. ‘This new room, fitted with new furniture and shelving, now 
contains about 15,000 volumes and has chairs for seventy-five people. 
From the opening day it has been well used, often to its capacity. 

During the two years in which a man with engineering training 
has been in charge, the growth in the technology work of the library 
has been very encouraging and the increase in the number of really 
dificult problems which the technology librarian has looked up 
shows plainly the standing which the technology division is gaining 
among the professional engineers and technical experts of the com- 
munity. Many engineers have remarked upon the increased value 
to them of this new room. Several of them first made use of it 
through hearing others speak of the value of the material to be had 
there. 

There was much demand by business men, during the past 
year, for commercial, advertising, scientific management, and sales- 
manship books. ‘There was also a well marked circulation of agri- 
cultural works. 

The number of persons from neighboring cities who have done 
research work along industrial lines in this department has been 
conspicuous. 

A large number of trained men who lacked the necessary 
technical education for advancement, such as in municipal and fed- 
eral service, prepared themselves for examinations by taking advantage 
of the opportunities to be had here. 

Information of vital importance for practically all of the large 
engineering and other industrial projects of the past year was obtained 
in the technology room. These projects included buildings, boats, 
gorvernment and municipal constructions, factories, mining, contract- 
ing, power plants, and others. 

Lists of scientific and technical books in a number of the 
larger libraries were compared with those in this department. All 
the books that were lacking and that were decided to be necessary 
were ordered. ‘The entire list of government documents pertaining 
to agriculture was checked and four copies of all the Farmers’ 
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bulletins and any others that would probably be of use, were ordered 
for circulation, the reference set of documents being already nearly 
complete. The trade catalogues were increased in number, a useful 
addition being those of practically all the best automobile firms. 


Among other important works that have been ordered are the 
sets of proceedings and transactions of the English engineering 
societies. [hese will be of much value to the engineering professions. 


Posters advertising the technology room have been placed 
in many of the shops and factories. A card index of the 
men in some thirty different occupations is being made, the 
names being taken from the city directory. This work is being 
done by the night assistants in the newspaper room and 8,000 names 
have already been listed. Postal cards have been sent to about 
3,000 of these men, telling them about the new technology room 
and calling their attention to the fact that the library has books 
bearing directly on their kind of work. ‘These cards have brought 
results. 


Fine arts division 


The increase in circulation over the year before was consid- 
erably greater than the increase in any year since 1907, when the 
fine arts division was established in a separate room. In fact, the 
regular reference and circulation work with the public has become 
so heavy that little or no time has been left for clipping magazines 
for pictures, and other miscellaneous work which was formerly done. 


The first of the year a great deal of work was done for the 
teachers in connection with the art course which had been recently in- 
stituted in the public schools. In June a collection of twenty books on 
decoration and ornament was sent out to the University branch 
library to be used by Miss Kiess’s art classes at the University of 
Washington summer school. 


The picture collection has been much enlarged by the purchase 
of 700 Anderson and Alinari prints and by a gift of over 2,000 
unmounted photographs from Mrs. J. P. Soule. Other gifts made 
to the art collection during 1912 were ““The cartoon,” a book of 
photographs and cartoons of prominent Seattle men, presented by Mr. 
Frank Calvert; programs of the Seattle Philharmonic Orchestra, by 
Mr. N. O. Glaeser; thirty-one views of the Seattle Potlatch, 1912, 
by Mr. F. A. Jacobs; twenty-eight old Seattle views, by Miss M. 
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L. Denny; and the “International studio,’ 1912, by Mrs. W. C. 
Hastings. 

The screens in the upper lobby have been covered with burlap 
and made ready for permanent use in exhibiting pictures. It is the 
aim of the library to keep a display of some kind on these screens 
all the time, and this year we have had ten different exhibitions, 
including the water-color paintings of J. Wells Champney, exhibited 
by the Federated Arts Club; photographs of the Scott country, by 
the American Federation of Arts; Japanese prints; Japanese stencils; 
the Davis oil paintings of Alaska; oil paintings, water-colors, and 
etchings by Chicago and St. Louis artists, under the auspices of the 
National Federation of Women’s Clubs; water-colors by Mr. 
Assauo of Japan; Madonna pictures from our own collection of 
photographic reproductions of the old masters; and the Curtis Indian 
pictures from our own set. We are grateful to the newspapers that 
so willingly have given publicity to these exhibitions. 


Periodical division 


The most encouraging feature of this year’s work was the 
marked increase in circulation; this was especially noteworthy be- 
cause of the fact that there were only twelve additional copies of 
magazines for circulation over 1911. A large part of the credit for 
this increase must be given to a device that was used to call attention 
to the circulation of periodicals. Fifteen thousand small folders 
were multigraphed, containing a little general information about the 
periodical and newspaper rooms, and giving the names of the maga- 
zines circulated from the periodical room, the art room, and the 
children’s room. These were inserted in the pockets of all the books 
of fiction in the open-shelf room and proved a very effective method 
of publicity. 

With the opening of the fine arts and technology room in 
August, about one-fourth of the magazines on file in the periodical 
room were transferred to that room. ‘These included the magazines 
on useful arts and natural science. The magazines for teachers, 
about eighteen in number, were transferred to the teachers’ room in 
the fall. This left space for expansion and many magazines formerly 
filed in the stacks were placed on the open racks. Among these 
were a number of chamber of commerce and municipal publications 
from different cities. It is our aim to have as complete a file of 
these as we can obtain. 
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The number of periodicals sent to the bindery during the year 
was 760, of which 460 were for the reference and art divisions, 254 
for the branches, and 46 for the children’s department. The number 
of volumes of newspapers sent to the bindery was 42. 


The periodicals on file were distributed as follows: 


Periodical room: 


ererence co ee ee 343 

PCUPbt ovmdes ema ee hr oe 102 
Pirancnesuracie ce ease AT es 220 
MeCN RY tees Mer ee foe 119 
PANT ci 1 Pe a arse eae pare 60 
PDYSrys SCIONCEs nies cn 38 
eiiiciren, <sTOOM 1. ee 24 
Newspaper room _................ Sistah, 23 
eatheraeTOOm 2. 3 Go cae 18 

ROEAT eR eee ee eae 947 


The number of newspapers on file in the newspaper room was 
198; the total attendance was 219,224, a decrease of 8,329 from 


the previous year. 


Circulation of periodicals for the last five years is as follows: 


Year Art Back Current Total Increase 
WOO ie) So 360 2502 8419 Bio iy cae, eo. 
POF 8 787 3384 8397 12,570 1,289 
EA eee te 984 4665 9812 15,461 2,891 
S00 GON tg creat 1333 4842 10124 16,299 838 
Pe Pera 1868 6451 12759 21,078 4,779 


CHARLES H. CoMPTON 
Reference Librarian 


Children’s Department 


The high lights of interest in the children’s department rest 
this year on the enlarged scope of the teachers’ room, the increased 
use of the library lessons in the schools, the transfer to larger quarters 
of the Ballard branch children’s room, and the fluctuation of juvenile 
circulation. This last-named point of interest has presented a most 
perplexing problem and one which no general rule seems to cover. 
University is the only branch which has had a steady gain each 
month in juvenile circulation. Ballard had a decrease in September 
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when the weather was unusually pleasant. Fremont shows a loss 
for two months, during one of which the branch was closed for ten 
days, the central children’s room had a decrease for four months, 
Columbia and Green Lake dropped below 1911 for six months, and 
West Seattle has had but one increase during the year. 

The conditions governing these losses are purely local and 
have been diagnosed in all cases except at Green Lake, where the 
initial rush and excitement may have been so great as to preclude a 
steady, sure, and healthy growth. If this is the fact, things will 
adjust themselves and the issue of juvenile books will become a ris- 
ing barometer showing a gradual increase in the children’s interest 
and an outreaching of the influence of the branch. Remedies suit- 
able to the complaints have been applied to the other districts and 
a speedy recovery is hoped for. The encouraging aspect of the 
situation is shown in the gain in juvenile circulation for the whole 
system of 22,125. 

The transfer of the children’s room at Ballard to its new 
quarters on the second floor of the building was made in February 
and much more adequate work with the children has since been 
possible. There have been drawbacks in the matter of discipline, 
incident to the situation on the second floor, but the gain in other 
ways has fully justified the change. With enough assistants and 
enough books, there are apparently no limitations to the work now 
possible. 

The story-hour continues to be one of our best advertisements, 
not only of books but of the library itself. During 1912, stories 
were told in the library buildings to 15,267 children, and in other 
places, such as schools, churches, etc., to 7,045 people, both chil- 
dren and adults, making a total of 22,312. The children are 
divided by age and the stories are selected to meet the interests of 
each group. In November 1910 a cycle of Charlemagne stories 
was begun in four branches and at central in order to interest the 
children in the books about Charlemagne and his peers. These 
stories continued until April 1911, with an attendance of 4,035 
and a circulation of the story-hour books of 1161. The cycle of 
Robin Hood stories was begun in November 1912 and will close 
in the spring of 1913. At the University branch the stories for 
little children have taken the form of travel talks. A sign display- 
ing pictures of life in other countries is posted with the announce- 
ment, “Magic trips to story-hour land. Train leaves at 3:30, Tues- 
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day afternoon.’’ The children are given tickets reading ““To China’, 
or “To Arabia’, etc. They are told of the manners and customs 
of the country, how the children dress, what they eat, what games 
they play, and other interesting information, after which a folk 
tale of the country is told and pictures illustrating the life of the 
people are shown them. ‘These stories have proved extremely popu- 
lar among the children, and books on the various countries have 
circulated well. 

A series of lists of books useful in connection with subjects 
in the school courses of study have been prepared by Miss Mc- 
Knight, children’s librarian at Ballard, and graded lists of popular 
books have also been made which have proved helpful to the chil- 
dren in choosing books for themselves. 

One of the most successful ventures of the year has been the 
lessons in the use of the library given in the schools. The children’s 
librarians have cared for the children in their immediate districts, 
while the head of the schools division has gone to the more distant 
schools. Three lessons of from twenty to thirty minutes each are 
given in the schoolroom and the class then comes to the library to 
put into practical operation the principles they have learned. No 
accurate statistics were kept for the first part of the year, but our 
records show that approximately 2700 children received this in- 
struction during 1912. The work is now more systematically or- 
ganized and should prove to be an important factor, not only in the 
right use of the library but as an aid to the schools. 

An increase of interest among mothers and teachers is per- 
ceptible through the invitations received to speak before their meet- 
ings. Fourteen talks were given during the year by the superintend- 
ent of the department and by the head of the schools division. 

In September, Alice Blanchard resigned her position as head 
of the schools division, and Margaret Lathrop was secured to fill 
the vacancy. ‘The teachers’ room has been transferred to the top 
floor, where it is more easily accessible than it was on the mez- 
zanine floor, and it is now open from nine in the morning until nine 
at night. A small library of teachers’ professional books has been 
placed in this room, together with the pedagogical magazines. In ad- 
dition there is the former equipment of the room in the way of school 
courses of study from various cities, the collection of text-books used 
in the Seattle public schools, the clippings file, the collection of 
geography and history pictures, and the sample library of books 
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available for schoolroom libraries. We have this year supplied 41 
public schools with 324 schoolroom libraries, 5 Catholic and 2 
private schools with 9 libraries, 53 schools with sets of reference 
books for teachers’ use, and 44 rooms with sets of picture books, 
making a total of 430 libraries, which is an increase of 44 over the 
total for the year 1910-11. 

The circulation of books through the schools was 59,593, an. 
increase of 9,955 over 1910-11. Part of this increase is due to 
the fact that the issue of reference books and picture books has 
never before been counted. They are not circulated for home use, 
but a conservative estimate would indicate that each book is used 
at least once in school. 

The annual exhibit of books suitable for children’s Christmas 
gifts was held as usual in the teachers’ room. It will be desirable 
another year to begin the exhibit in November so that people may 
send East for the books they are unable to procure from the local 
book dealers. More interest than ever before was shown in the 
exhibit, both at central and at the four branches which held similar 
displays, and many people who had no intention of buying books 
looked them over and asked if duplicates of these books were in the 
library for circulation. 

Six playground libraries were operated during the summer and 
were open 61 days as against 79 days in 1911. The psychological 
moment for opening a playground library seems to be before the 
close of the school year, and as our opening this year came after 
the close of school and conflicted with the playground Potlatch 
preparations, we emerged with a loss in circulation of 1560. Here- 
after we will concentrate our work between the middle of June and 
the middle of August, for that seems to be the busiest season. A 
total of 1544 volumes was sent to the playgrounds, with a circu- | 
lation of 4035, 1020 children registered as borrowers, and stories 
were told to 1775 children. 

Two recommendations for the future seem imperative. One 
is the urgent need of club work with children in the branches. Con- 
ditions at Green Lake, Georgetown, and Ballard are ripe for the 
most successful kind of club work and the social situation in these 
districts makes the growth of the personal influence of the librarian 
of the utmost value both to the library and the children. Not only 
does the library need the loyalty which a successful club fosters, 
but the children need the chance for the expression of their social 
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instincts, other than that which the street corner or the dance hall 
affords. 

The second need is for the establishment in the central chil- 
dren’s room of a collection of books suitable for children over four- 
teen who are unwilling to use the adult department. The size of the 
adult collection seems to confuse many of the children, and the 
pressure under which the assistants in the open-shelf room work in 
busy times, makes the children unwilling to go to them for help. As 
a result hundreds of boys and girls who ought to be reading adult 
books come to the children’s room and continue to read Barbour 
and Richards when they should be reading Hugo and Thackeray. 
What is needed is a collection especially selected to meet the inter- 
ests of these children and consisting not only of the standard novels, 
but of popular history and biography and a number of titles of 
carefully selected light fiction. The legitimate place for such a 
collection is with the adult books, but conditions here make it seem 
desirable to shelve it in the children’s room. Too much emphasis 
can not be placed on the importance of work with young people of 
this age and all means should be employed which will lead the 
children to a wholesome taste for good books and deflect them 
from the indiscriminate reading which is a symptom of their ado- 
lescence, and which if not corrected will make of them adult read- 
ers with poor and immature tastes. 


GERTRUDE ANDRUS 
Superintendent of Children’s Department 


Branch Department 


During 1912, the points of particular interest in the work 
of the branch department were: opening a new branch at George- 
town; finishing the inventory of books belonging to the branch and 
deposit station collections; starting a fourth deposit station at Rainier 
Beach; and enlarging and developing the course of library lessons 
given at the branches to the school children. 

The success of the Georgetown branch has been assured from 
the beginning. During the first month (December), we registered 
444 borrowers. Many central patrons have found it convenient to 
use this new library nearer to their homes. We found it necessary 
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to send two and sometimes three assistants from the central office on 
busy afternoons. Many of the children had never been in a library 
before and we wanted to give them more than the usual attention 
during their first visits to the branch. . 

After the first rush of children was over, more adult bor- 
rowers began to come in and the use of the adult collection has been 
increasing with gratifying rapidity. It may be necessary to place a 
small foreign collection in the Georgetown branch, although in 
other districts we have been able to supply these books from the 
central library. In Georgetown the demand seems more general 
and insistent, from foreign-born readers, for books in their mother 
tongue. 

The final report on the inventory of books has not been handed 
in to the Librarian’s office because we are certain that some of the 
books on the “‘lost list’’ will eventually be found. We have thus 
far been able to correct many records during the inventory and 
have given these corrections to the catalogue department for final 
revision. 

Deposit station no. 4 has been a convenience to people living 
at the extreme end of Rainier Valley—too far from Columbia to 
use the branch there. Our experience during the year has shown 
us that it is advisable to open deposit stations in districts where we 
have been asked to build branch libraries. With the work at the 
deposit station as a basis, we can more easily decide whether or not 
a branch is needed. It also helps in determining upon a location 
for a building best suited to the majority of readers in the district. 
The size of the building and the selection of books may both be 
dependent upon information gained through the deposit station. 

The members of the branch staff, with the help of Miss 
Lathrop, of the schools division, have made a notable advance in 
the branch work with schools. Our experience last year has been 
used as a basis both for change and for development, and already 
we can see most satisfactory results. Even with the elementary in- 
struction which we are able to give, the children seem better fitted to 
help themselves when they come to the library, and their interest in 
what the library can do for them is greatly increased. We are 
planning to have two regular series of lessons next year; the first 
coming as soon as possible after the opening of the school year in 
September, and the second at the beginning of the next semester in 
February. 
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The general work throughout the branch system has had a 
normal and encouraging growth during 1912. Two new members 
have been added to the staff—Miss Towner in charge of the George- 
town branch, and Mrs. Bowen as children’s librarian at West 
Seattle. Mrs. Bowen has been giving one afternoon a week to the 
story hour at Fremont, with an occasional Saturday afternoon for 
work among the Fremont children. 

In June we moved the Fremont branch into a large and con- 
venient store room on the opposite side of the street and on the 
sidewalk level. We fitted up the new room with an up-to-date charg- 
ing desk, magazine racks, and some new shelving, and rented a room 
in the basement for the story-hour. Apparently so much interest 
has been aroused lately among the people at Fremont that they are 
asking for a new library building of their own. 

In February we fitted up the large auditorium on the second 
floor at Ballard for a children’s room, giving up the entire first 
floor to adult readers and borrowers. We have had several new 
problems in discipline and general management to solve in this con- 
nection, and have sent more help during the winter evenings for the 
desk and supervision of the stairs and halls. In December we 
arranged a kitchenette and rest room for the staff on the second floor 
and this has added greatly to their comfort. 

The indirect lighting system has been installed at the Uni- 
versity branch, arousing the usual enthusiasm among readers and 
librarians. 

The use of the auditorium at Green Lake has greatly increased 
during the year. 

The outlook for 1913 is very encouraging and inspiring. With 
three new buildings in prospect and several more deposit stations to 
open, and with the very apparent interest and enthusiasm of the 
staff, we feel certain of securing even better results than we had 


in 1912. 


JOSEPHINE TABER 
Superintendent of Branches 
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Branch Department Circulation 


The circulation from the branches and deposit stations during 
1912 is shown in the following table: 


Branches 


Ballard 


Colambiat oye oe 
Fremont (oes 
Georgetown (opened Nov. 27)..............00.00200.2.- 
Green Lake ............ 


University _.......... 
West Seattle _........ 


Branch total 


Deposit stations 


No. 


No 


l. Jackson St 
. 2. South Park 


No.3; Mi Baker Parki2 2 oes eae 
. 4. Rainier Beach (opened Nov. 2)........ 


Special “deposit: stations?) 2... hc 


No 


Deposit station total 2... 


Grand total 


Adult 


35,089 
17,636 
20,004 

1,205 
38,017 
37,863 
27,127 


176,941 


10,814 
5,000 
2,545 

538 
1372 


20,269 
197,210 


Juvenile 


34,201 
14,505 
16,970 

2,165 
36,684 
31,578 
17,414 


153,517 


13,607 
167,124 


T otal 


69,290 
32,141 
36,974 

3,370 
74,701 
69,441 
44,541 


330,458 


17,563 
9,734 
4,218 

989 
1372 


33,876 
364,334 


*Includes: 25 fire stations, Everett Smith Home, Florence Crittenton Home, 
Lebanon Home, Katherine Blaine Home, Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. 


summer camps. 
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Appendix A 
Library Staff, December 1912 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


DAY CAIN eh eae I ee ec eee gs Sapna os cg soupy icabacs coves Jupson T. JENNINGS 
CUT OE NEEL L004 cot tage. ak ods A eT Errig LouissE CHAPMAN 
EEE SUA IET EE Sh TS | LORE ak 7 SEER EE EC tet JEANNE A. BowMAN 
Lee RBIS TL oh eee ee orf eWenr erie hatte Row.Lanp T. SANDERS 
ORDER DEPARTMENT 
PLAS fags a SOLUS TREE tae alae Sa ote ee HELEN GRACIE 
CTL EO Eire Sea Shi) Leiden GERTRUDE H. Crocker, E. Fay Woo.sey 
Soh TYG SA ips dad PaaS ARs Sater Mrs. GENEVIEVE F. RosENBERG* 
CTS ee ES CSET Lu es eiadc a a Rte a ARON ac aI aD Berenice M. Norton 
CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT 
era ee a cel cawanaect duc osuckgesat BERTHA WAKEFIELD 
ROMER AL TE UNO DUCTS. Soe dese ennedec cians RutuH E. Browne, HELEN GILLETTE, 
Lucia Hatey, AcNes HANSEN 
a TIAN RUMEN eae Gg cae pce ocigoninasbcnutparges ISABELLE WHEELER 
IE TA AUS ao ih 60 eal SO ESSIEN leat SAU RT nn On Harriet C. ALLISON 
NI I RM) ya ca codes dusg yen et duaesonsiinn trace naadas Ama A. LITTLE 
CC Ms JUNG. A SiS RO ee Aca pale I SU Ima BuGHER 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
upermisencents Of OCU CuUlatONT 5 .7-0....-205:6 -20-ecnesemannapesewotececseesdente ETHEL R. SAWYER 
MRS URTERE Ce CofA Ts Ae Pe os AE fo glee headed chon st cawanccvns Shue Mary N. Baker 
DRED ON IT STIRS ISIN AP en es ocak Nokon vans Mrs. Marcaret E. MeyYDENBAUER 
Assistants.............. Donna Dun tap, Marian HaA.ter, Mrs. Ferne H. Harris, 


BLANCHE JossELYN, Mrs. D. Z. McCLeLLtanp, FLORENCE 
E. McLaucuHuin, FANnNiE E. Reynotps, Mary Roe, KaTHa- 
RINE T. Wa.tsH*, WINIFRED WASHBURN 


SIRE ORISA TPE ROR CRRA Yee cao ohn 6th ne chsbcnspevcewmeamnair es Marcar—eT Harmon 
Reman atid CONGC Lor sae ies te bee dcr ean id ceplane WALTER C. YouNG 
(0 OTN AEAER  ER SSE BRU od, Salar pean Seatind Manet ol Ce ede te ee Epna Z. NicHoL 
PET LA | Ne ee FreD BarretT*, Epwarp A. SCHAFER, JOSEPH SIDLER, 


Appis WALKER*, JOHN WoTHERSPOON* 


REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 


Pe MERCCOCMLHOLOTION. 90055 a Stes ear oe aes CuHarLEs H. Compton 
Assistant reference librarian ............:....-....----0-00---0-------+-- Mrs. GERTRUDE F. HEss 
Reference .otlendants  <.2<-..--..:3:.0.0-4--0-0-2 MEeE.Liice ALEXANDER, DuBois MITCHELL 
Rage AG hee... RayYMOND DaHL, RusseEL PETERSON*, DUDLEY WooDBRIDGE 


FINE ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY DIVISIONS 


fC PEN CCT! Tig WALT LL Delt Beg a dS ey AnnigE H. CaLHoun 
BOWES tity Sat 08 RE se SERIES NERS Baers Sa Nal cc eS a OutiveE E. BETTINGER 
Technology librarian ......................... pS Hi Sahl ote OS CLauDE S. THOMPSON 
Pages eee rs es se RupoLtpH EHRLICHMAN*, EMERSON LANDES 
PERIODICAL DIVISION 
Pl ced fee rr rt ae ae oa A OE Wate Ee SO ee wl Marion D. THum 
ests haiti eS ee VINCENT H. Gowen 
RFETIE PROGR Dobe S EPS i fk: AUR BIS Ss 0k BIS AS Fae a a a A. J. VILLaRs 
Evening attendants Periodical room..ORVILLE FAIRBURN*, ELIZABETH KinKwoop* 
Evening attendants Newspaper room............ Marion Driver*, RatpH Rawson* 
DATEL Fb ela Pe eR Bk IS ABSA oat Ps "SBI Ae i a EarLE A. THOMPSON 


* Part time 
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 


Superintendent of Children’s Department....................-.-+-+- GERTRUDE E. ANDRUS 

SCHOOLS DIVISION ; 
fo CrP: Aim aety aoa Mana ata PARAS NUN MUM PSS RNR acorn Mcrae ae MarcareT LATHROP 
AA sstshanh eee On A Ee ee ane ee eres CHARLOTTE S. BEST 


Children’s librarian) 2.22 ee ae ee AucGusTA ANDERSON | 
Assistants.......... Appiz J. PHINNEY, LLEWELLYN RoserTs, KATHARINE L. SHEA* 
Pragie ae ha SS ON ea ee Harry W. OLseN 
BRANCH DEPARTMENT . 
Superintendent ‘of * branches joi. cn cv 8 Soe ee JosEPHINE TABER 
VA seistanis.co ea ee we MarcareT D. Harcrave, ALICE F. KITTREDGE 
Wresstniget osc i ae ee ae eae eee Rosert BRIDGES 
BALLARD BRANCH 
Branch Fibrar tata oh EE Oe TSN es a STeLta R. Hoyt 
Children's dibrariad 202 So eee Mary McKnicHtT 
ASSIS AIS om nie a a ee Lucia E. Stott, Florence Hovey* 
Page SS a nL Ne tae Ray Rocers* 
Pertenece ele a a ee eee Joun L. JAMEs 
COLUMBIA BRANCH 
Branch ‘Whbraridit’ 32 co i eo A ee ee FANNIE L. DupGEON 
Panitress Nis Bae a es ea ee .......Mrs. Georce Goopwin* 
FREMONT BRANCH 
Branch’ librarian sis oe eared, Emma K. McCuLtoucH 
Pagel ioe Ge AIR ae te eae cae Pau_ DesBruyn* 
pantivess 00 ee id Oe ak ee eens Mrs. FANNIE ATKINSON* 
GEORGETOWN BRANCH 
Branch: librarian: oo ea eater ete) Leta E. TowNeR 
Page isi ie ONS gs ree ec Aucust Mortz?* 
GREEN LAKE BRANCH 
Branch ‘librarian 2.05. be Be I ee eee Mayme A. BaTTERSON 
Children's: librartan ee ee ee es Louretta C. CoLe 
Aesistand 8 BR AG aes) cea Re ee CHRISTINA R. HARGRAVE 
Pe A ICI Sa Gao ee eae FRANK WARREN* 
Poplar Soo Be ee ea aaa nies Ca One ee Ae Davip R. REESE 
UNIVERSITY BRANCH 
Branéh: tibrartan lei i ee a ee ee Mrs. Mary W. Dennis 
Children's librarigns oi ae a Annie E. Har 
AL SSISTRTE Ro Ns PEs CSG ae ess ie DALE FLoRENCE C. GANDOLFO* 
Podge: bu. Near eae ne Get te TS eae eae DupLEy CoppINGToN* 


POROr eS Ne ene an ae WILLIAM CLAYTON 


Branch iblarian 2 Spee oo FO ar ae Marion V. Hiccins 
Children's Ubrariaitsn 54 a a Mrs. EvizaBETH BowEN 
Pcie he a ere ey Ee a ee ARTHUR STEVENSON* 
Panitor 5 6 es Be Be apaaipes POW Wc UPR Besta oS A. C. SCHOONMAKER 


* Part time 
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BINDERY DEPARTMENT 


OSS Rd ER PRIS Me Rae ISS “Ae Se SL * AES Ee en ee Harry W. Hype 
ormarders:..4) 0. Poe Witt ConrapD, ALEXANDER FINDLAy, WILLIAM 
A. FisHerR, CrEIGHT MartTIN 
ers i ek PA eee noe BerRTHA BreEKKE, Daisy Burns, Etta C. 
McGonac_e, Mrs. Ora Roop 
BE CTT Ta age tA a ae, Se ele aR NE ea I Harotp H. RetzMAN 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


EE IG TS ENE Seer OL ARIANA SRE TOR POO Harry R. Rocers 
RR RIE EITM sly 02 68 12 hes eats eda A dacentivalh sex perenne Joun H. Coxe 
REMAN se MARE og chin oath SIucabele Avcsapsne vats essay se curannac iba yeh C. G. Oyston 
CLE a ENTE AGG Gs RAR Sa Rae ARE Oe OEY SURO? A James LoNNEY 
UR ETS cies oi SA gd ae Ernest Craccs, Georce F. W. Goopwin, 
James E. Martin, W. H. Scowcrort 
Cleaners........ Mrs. J. W. GREATHOUSE, YULAH Martin, Mrs. M. RICHARDSON 


* Part time 
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Appendix C—Table I 
Financial Statement 
Available library fund balance im city treasury 
Sommer 05 1912 ne ee $ 26,202.82 
December 1911 bills payable m January 1912 
from above balance 14,277.49 
Balance for -1912 7 Ses ee $ 11,925.33 
RECEIPTS 
Leary: collections 250 SF ee $ 4,621.56 
Licenses, fimes, and fees... 43,294.40 
Wes (2 ee 97,422.89 
$145,338.85 
Rebate on Fourth Avenue regrade assessment. 568.46 
Cancelled ' wenraals ~ 2.2 oc 8 ae 17.25 
Loan from general fund for Georgetown 
baeeell 8 NS a Oe ee 5,000.00 
Contribution from Col. Alden J. Blethen 
toward purchase of site for Queen Anne 
es nee RT RW eS See CN AIMS 20 HP 500.00 
From Park Board toward purchase of site for 
Voeuler tems 2 ee 15,000.00 
Subscriptions from Rainier Valley citizens 
toward purchase of site for Columbia 
exalts (235-30. > cea ed eee 2,500.00 
ceotel yecepls 602202 Ss eee 168,924.56 
Total available fund for 1912... $180,849.89 
EXPENDITURES 
Central library 
l duany stall: pays. 22 $ 47,257.33 
Barideng geaynodl (oo 8,117.20 
Bape 5h oe en ee eae 1,344.97 
Ul seghel cach gaan os os 2,453.35 
Water 5 ee 224.60 
"Tebegseceess 5 oe Be eee 67.80 
mommies (oo a ee 123.35 
Repairs and alterations — 1,725.00 
General expenbe(.cc 6 482.50 


$ 61,796.10 
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Financial Statement—Continued 


Branch libraries 


Payroll (including janitors) ............--2.--...--+-+- $ 18,163.68 
LO AONE sar Fos atte RY ele Wi angel a tanae Je 724.56 
Ejght-and: power ....2..-45..5.--- Bs ea lt a 593.35 
LES LETS Se ee ahaa ae ESM a ed inc 116.90 
TOTO eS 5 Se aa a Laie Met 155.00 
PUENTE ti SG I a ae lag ee 37.50 
LEST NRT Re is Ee See iy a 554.90 
UEP hie SS al RLS ERE ae nL 219.86 
ROEM E CADONSES 6. of hoc A dease acacia tuus 1,856.98 


$ 22,422.73 


General and undivided expenses 


Roce supplies +> oct fain $ 1,101.78 
Furniture, fittings, and fixtures... 6,054.76 
Stationery, printing, and supplies _.................. 4,653.31 
PoGker ance miaves:. 1. sete te 28,505.03 
Periodicals and newspapers ....................-.----- 2,493.33 
ERIE METIRVIOU eco a oe ee a 8 8,275.96 
IMGELVIENDIN eS: oc Lae 1,924.82 


$ 53,008.99 


Total maintenance ....................-...-.-- $137,227.82 


Increase in allowance for petty library ex- 
PremUnires fone eat wre ere Re a oh 


Central building and grounds 


Miscellaneous building expenses...................... $ 258.05 
$250.05 
Branch buildings and grounds 
Unrate 2. Pe aS G2 to) Mee eS S); 282.75 
SORE LPS Lyy GS ESN Sea i Be ree i ae 4,540.00 
HPD LEY 2 Sk Sea ne 2 ee ripe ny Or 15.45 
Oueeter inne seek hho ce esac blk 7,248.45 
Uprversitvar eae uti oh 707.95 
WY Cstpriealtlewen siete. es Aol 6.00 
Henry L. Yesler Memorial .....................0.......- 17,565.98 
$ 30,366.58 . 
Total buildings and grounds.............. $ 30,624.63 
Total expenditures ....202000.0.000.... 
Balance in fund December 31, 1912................ 
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$167,952.45 
$ 12,897.44 
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Appendix C—Table 2 


Library Collections 


The collections of the central library and branches and the disposition made 


of them are shown in the following recapitulations from the library cash book. 
RECEIPTS 
Cash'on hand January 11912 a ee $ 76.04 
Reserve prostale ccc 2005 aes Ce ae eens 80.20 
Pay’ collection of duplicate (books... 20 1,105.74 
Lost books paid ‘Tor; 5.5 ae ee ele 270.89 
‘Lemipotary ‘eposits 320 5 o's a he et 121.04 
Two-dollar and five-dollar deposits -...2..02.22....0.-2eseeeeeeeee ees 587.00 
Non-resident membership fees —.................2-.---22---e0e-ceeeeetees 40.00 
Fimés for overdue ‘hooks a0 wg coe eae a 3039.93 : 
Sale of old newspapers, furniture, brass clippings, and books 29.34 
Reimbursements for freight and broken windows.................... 14.92 
Refandon ‘book? bill ic) ol a ee 3.34 
Return premium on West Seattle fire insurance policy........ 26.65 
Rental of Columbia branch for voting purposes...................... 5.00 4 
Sale of: fiction scatalogues ict. ek cil en nee 85.10 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Credit “balance ai Tite ae he $ 64,43 
Refunds :for lost. books ‘returned (...:.-. ee ee eee 76.99 
‘Temporaty depasits ‘refunded (0c. oe ee ee 103.86 
Two-dollar and five-dollar deposits refunded........................ 590.00 
Fines j-refinded c.g eee ep hae 
Deposited with city treasurer for library fund... 4,621 56 
Cash on hand: December:31, 1912.:.00 000200 ee sa 87.60 
Gel Panitetancinn sen epee oi ace a udUrR)D op Ren Pantha SCoplcres yd $5,485.19 $5,485.19 
Segregation of above by libraries 
Cash on hand Disburse- Cash on hand 
: Jan. 14,1912 Receipts ments Dec. 31, 1912 
Central library —.......... $39.03 $4,529.30 $4,514.54 $53.78 
Ballard 23207 3. 7.78 163.94 166.40 5.32 
Columbia yo 3.67 89.45 89.39 b BY pe) 
Fremonto. eck 6.41 78.58 81.76 3.23 
Georgetown (00-05 DO) AOR 76 
Green Lake ................. BAq 159.00 155.95 8.16 
University. 7.70 252.48 250.67 9.51 
West Seattle 00... 6.34 140.66 143.90 ~ 3.10 
$76.04 $5,414.17 $5,402.61 $87.60 
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GAS CO OROCHESTER 3 8G Os Nee ey Term expires April Ist, 1912 
FREDERICK M. PADELFORD...............:-0:-c---cee-steseeeseeceeeee Term expires April Ist, 1913 
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To the Honorable, the Mayor, and City Council 
of Seattle. 


Gentlemen :—In behalf of the Library Board of the City 
of Seattle, I herewith transmit the report of the Library de- 
partment for the year 1911. 

Respectfully. 


'G. A. C. ROCHESTER 
Chairman 
Seattle, Washington, January 1, 1912. 


Report of the Librarian 
To the Library Board of Seatile: 


Gentlemen: I have the honor to report as follows on the work 
of the Seattle Public Library during the year ending December 31, 
1911. 


Volumes 


On January |, 1912, there were 150,591 volumes in the library, 
the net additions for the past year having been 22,282. 
Distributing agencies 

The library now has the following agencies for the distribution of 
books: the central library, 6 branch libraries, 3 general drugstore 
deposit stations (established during 1911 and in successful operation), 
25 fire-engine houses, 386 schoolrooms, 5 playgrounds, and 12 
special deposit stations—a total of 438 agencies. 
Registration 

The number of registered borrowers is 45,120, a gain of 3,157 
or 7.5%. Nineteen per cent of the population are registered as bor- 
rowers, not including those who use books only at the library build- 
ings, or those children who borrow only from the small collections 
placed in the rooms of the public schools. Of the total number of 
registered borrowers, 23% are juvenile. 
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Occupations of library borrowers 

An interesting table showing the occupations of library borrowers 
has been compiled in the circulation department. Of the 45,120 bor- 
rowers, 34,706 hold adult cards. Of the latter, 25% or 8,866 give 


specific occupations as follows: 
No. Percentage. 


Bookkeepers, clerks, stenographers, etc...........----------s--e+eeresee0e" 2,363 26.65 
Engineers, electricians, chemists, machinists, mechanics, 
draughtemen, and, MIROL$.c50 esse secs haere tid coc wae ‘998 11.26 
Teachers, professors, librarians... 00 002.-0..22.2c.c0 cal ececece teens 927 10.46 
Laborers, servants, messengers, e€tC........-....-.--:----:eecceeceeeeceeoeeeeee 685 7.73 
Contractors, carpenters, plumbers, painters, etc.......--...--------++--+ 581 6.55 
Merchants, bankers and brokers, manufacturers, etc................- 523 5.90 
Workers at miscellaneous trades...........2....22..-..0:---ceeeeeeeeeneceeecees 447 5.04 
Real estate and insurance agents...............--.-:-:ccccsscceseeeeeeceeeeees 347 5OF. 
Physicians, dentists; nurses..c0550000 ok 312 3.52 
Axchitects, artists, musicians, €tC...............-.--cccsseeeeeeesceeeeeeeeeeees 294 3.32 
Telegraph and telephone employees..........--..--------::-c+-0-+0+e+ee-=++" 212 3.08 
Government employees, postmen, policemen, firemen, etc....... 249 281 
Lawyers soci 2h ee a ee 2 ee 215 2.42 
Railroad and street railway employees.............---.------ee-eeee-e--=* 174 1.96 
Printers ‘and bookbinders..2235) 0.0 oe a a ee 154 1.74 
Ranchers, gardeners, and lumbermen.................---------+--++e+e0+-=-+ 144 1.63 
Clergymen, religious and sccial workers.............---.--:--s--0++++-+-+- 129 1.46 
Newspaper meni ea ee ae ee eta eee 51 .56 
TU bad I a ea aaa ae 8,866 100.00 


Of the borrowers listed in the foregoing table, 85% should find 
the new technology room, which is to be opened within the coming 
year, of service to them. : 


Circulation 

The total circulation of books for home use was 772,374, or 
3.25 loans per capita. ‘The increase, 122,763 or 19%, is nearly 
double that of 1910. Thirty-eight per cent of the total circulation 
was juvenile books. The circulation would bulk still larger in figures 
except for the fact that books are now loaned for 28 instead of 14 
days. Of the total circulation, 66% was fiction. 


Borrowers’ rules 

The borrowers’ rules have again been revised, the chief changes 
- being the reduction of the daily fine for overdue books from two cents 
to one cent, and the reduction of the deposit in the case of a tempor- 
ary resident from $5 to $2. 
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Reference department 

For the purpose of unifying the reference work of the library, 
the fine arts department and the periodical department have been 
made divisions of the reference department and placed under the gen- 
eral supervision of the reference librarian. 

The Washington State Art Association, which, since the open- 


ing of the central library in December 1906, had occupied the large 
room at the north end of the top floor, moved in August to its new 


quarters at 1417 5th Avenue. The room thus vacated is being 
equipped for use as a reading room for technology and fine arts. 
Binding 

The library bindery turned out 13,488 volumes of binding and 
rebinding, in addition to considerable miscellaneous and repair work 
and the gilding of call numbers on 31,915 volumes. The total cost 
of operating the bindery was $8,515.95. We have made a careful 
estimate to discover what this same work would have cost if done by 
an outside bookbinder, basing the estimate on a schedule of prices 
recently quoted to us. ‘The result shows that we have made a money 
saving of at least $1,380 by operating our own bindery. 


Painting and lighting 

At the central library, the walls in about half of the rooms were 
repainted during the year. ~The Nernst lamps were removed and new 
fixtures with Tungsten lamps substituted. The latter are provided by 
the library, enabling us to secure a lower rate on current consumed. 
The net result will be a saving in the lighting bill of approximately 
$1,000 a year, even after making allowance for the cost of lamp re- 
newals. | 


Multigraph 

In November 1910, the library purchased a multigraph machine 
with complete equipment, including printing-ink attachment, electric 
power drive, and automatic feed. On this machine are now printed 
about half of the blanks and forms used by the library. Some forms 
are too large or of too heavy stock to be managed with advantage on 
the multigraph. For other standard forms likely to be in use for some 
time, electrotypes are made and the printing is done on the multigraph 
in ink, the results being the same as if the work were done on a regu- 
lar printing press. Shortly before Christmas, 2,000 copies of 
a sixteen-page booklet, “Christmas list of gift books for children,”’ 
were printed on the multigraph from electrotypes. For some forms 
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for transient use and for short lists of books, monthly bulletins, etc., 
multigraph type and ribbon are used. On fourteen standard forms, 
aggregating 164,000 pieces, there was an average saving over the pre- 
vious cost of 55%, 


Staff 

Miss Minnie M. Oakley, who had held the position of head 
cataloguer since April 1, 1909, to our great regret resigned February 
I, 1911, in order to accept a position in the Los Angeles public lib- 
rary. Miss Oakley was succeeded by Miss Bertha Wakefield, a 
graduate of the University of Minnesota and of the New York State 
Library School, with experience as cataloguer at Sioux City public 
library and Vassar College library. 

Miss Katharine McMicken, in charge of the fine arts depart- 
ment since its organization in 1907, resigned in March 1911. 
Through her interest in the work and her knowledge of its needs, the 
fine arts department has grown to be an important part of the work of 
the library. 

Miss Katharine B. Judson resigned during the past year in order 
to undertake the work of research assistant in the department of his- 
tory at the University of Washington. She had been head of the 
periodical department since 1907 and by her efficient management 
the work with periodicals has been systematized and has increased 
each year in usefulness to the public. 

The annual meeting of the American Library Association, held 
May 18-24, in Pasedena, Cal., was attended by the Chairman ot 
the Library Board, the Librarian, and nine members of the staff. The 
Librarian and twenty members of the staff attended the annual meet- 
ing of the Pacific Northwest Library Association, held at Victoria, 
September 4-6. 


Branches 

‘The upper floor of the Ballard branch is being altered from an 
auditorium into a children’s room, a change that will provide much 
better facilities for the growing work at that branch. 

On January 31, 1911, Mr. Carnegie offered the Library Board 
an additional gift of $70,000 for two branch library buildings. This 
gift was accepted and the Board has since been engaged in selecting 
sites for the buildings. 

At present it appears that, with the interest and assistance of 
Mayor Dilling, the Library Board will probably succeed in bring- 
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ing about an exchange of the Yesler triangle property for a site better 
suited to branch library purposes. The Park Board has offered 
$15,000 toward the purchase of a site, the Library Board has se- 
lected a site, and an appropriation has been promised for the con- 
struction of the building. If this plan is finally carried out, a Yesler 
memorial branch library will be built in the neighborhood of 23d 
Avenue and Yesler Way, the Yesler triangle will be deeded to the 
city for park purposes, and the Library Board will feel well repaid 
for its years of negotiations. 


Finances 

The total expenditures for maintenance and operation in 1911 
were $133,470.81, divided roughly as follows: Salaries, $70,571.- 
44; books, $28,907.73; periodicals, $2,894.24; binding, $8,515.- 
95; supplies, printing, repairs, and other expenses, $22,581.45. In 
addition to the above, $9,656.58 was spent for permanent improve- 
ments to buildings, and two loans, amounting to $39,307.55, were 
repaid to the city general fund. 

The appropriation requested by the Library Board for the year 
1912 amounted approximately to $186,000. The City Council 
found it necessary to reduce this amount to $145,000. Because 
of this reduction, it has been decided that for the year 1912 it will 
be impossible to establish any new deposit stations or to open any 
new branches. It has also been deemed necessary to reduce the book 
allowance from $30,000 to $26,400, to postpone for the year any 
increases in salary, and to undertake no construction or repair work 
of importance that would be a charge against the library fund. We 
hope, however, to continue the operation of all departments and 
branches already started, and also to open the new children’s room 
at the Ballard branch and the new technology and fine arts room at 
the central library. It is hoped also that during 1912 we can secure 
sites for the two new Carnegie branches and also a site for the Yesler 
branch, and that a beginning may be made in the construction of one 
of these buildings. 

The appropriation to be allowed for the year 1913 should be 
large enough to provide books and operating expenses for one at least 
of the three new branches, for needed increases in salaries, for a 
larger book fund, for the establishment of more deposit stations, and 
for the equipment and operating expenses of a branch in the old 
Georgetown city hall. 
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Cost of circulating a book 


We frequently hear it stated that the cost of circulating books 
from public libraries is extravagant, and we have even seen figures 
purporting to show the actual cost per volume of circulation in some 
particular library. ‘These figures are apparently compiled by some- 
cne with a fondness for statistics but lacking in knowledge of the 
many activities of the modern public library. They usually arrive 
at the result by dividing the total expenditures for any one year by 
the total home circulation for that year. That the result is entirely 
erroneous may easily be shown. 

The library does many things besides lending books. For in- 
stance, in the Seattle Public Library the work of the reference de- 
partment, which includes the reference room, periodical room, fine 
arts room, and newspaper room, has very little to do with the circu- 
lation of books. In other departments, such as the order depart- 
ment, catalogue department, mechanical department, and book bind- 
ery, the preparation for circulation work and the preparation for 
reference work are so dovetailed as to make it almost impossible to 
determine the cost of each separately. From actual counts made at 
various times, it 1s estimated that over a million people use the various 
Seattle public library buildings in the course of a year, in addition 
to those who come to borrow books. ‘The cost of serving these per- 
sons who do their reading at the library is fully as great as the cost 
of serving borrowers who do their reading at home. In the case of 
the borrower, the book perhaps has harder wear, and we must pro- 
vide assistants and supplies to operate the machinery of charging and 
discharging the book. On the other hand, for those who read at the 
library we provide large reading rooms, with chairs, tables, light, 
heat, and ventilation, and the service of expert assistants. 

As stated elsewhere in this report, the total regular expenditures 
in this library in 1911 were $133,470.81. Of this amount, $40,- 
317.92 was for books, periodicals, and binding. ‘The greater por- 
tion, probably 75%, of the amount last named should be charged to 
the building up of the library’s collection of books and not to the 
maintenance of the library in the year 1911. Deducting, then, 75% 
of the amount spent for books, periodicals, and binding, we find that 
the actual maintenance cost in 1911 was $103,232.37. Dividing 
this amount by the number of units of service, that is, the 772,374 
books circulated plus the 1,023,000 readers at the library buildings, 
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shows that the actual cost per unit of service in 1911 was approxi- 
mately 5.75 cents. 


Municipal reference library 

An extension of the library service that we have contemplated 
recommending for adoption when the time seemed opportune is the 
establishment at the City Hall of a municipal reference library. In 
his annual message to the City Council, dated January 2, 1912, 
Mayor George W. Dilling made a similar recommendation. As soon 
as this message appeared, the Librarian had a conference with the 
Mayor and was able to convince him that such a library could be 
more efficiently and economically administered if operated as a branch 
of the public library, that the public library had already gathered 
considerable material with this object in view and had on its staff 
employees familiar with the best library practice and methods, and 
that the control of a municipal reference library by the Public Library 
Board would keep it free from the influence of partisan politics. At 
the Mayor’s request, the Librarian submitted a brief on the subject 
of municipal reference libraries, with recommendations. 

The idea of a municipal reference library arises from the increas- 
ing demand on the part of citizens that city government in all depart- 
ments be administered not only honestly, but efficiently. In the ef- 
forts of progressive public officials toward this end, it is recognized 
that there must be a thorough knowledge of the facts relating to each 
question that comes up for consideration. Many of the mistakes in 
city government have been due to lack of knowledge, each city trying 
to solve its problems regardless of the experience of other cities. To 
meet this very definite need for practical information, a number of 
cities, including Baltimore, Kansas City, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, 
and St. Louis, have established municipal reference libraries. ‘These 
municipal reference libraries are a direct outgrowth from the state leg- 
islative reference libraries which have been established in New York, 
Wisconsin, and thirteen other states. 

The object of a municipal reference library is to gather at the 
city hall and to make easily available to city officials and members 
of the city council the best obtainable information and printed ma- 
terial on the subjects that come up for discussion in connection with 
the city government. The material which is collected consists of the 
municipal reports of that city and of other cities, city charters, ordi- 
nances, and council journals, also standard books on municipal af- 
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fairs, pamphlets, publications of municipal leagues, taxpayers’ asso- 
clations, and civic clubs, newspaper clippings, and letters which have 
been received in answer to questionnaires. Magazines on municipal 
topics are subscribed to, such as the American City, National Munici- 
pal Review, and the Municipal Journal and Engineer. The aim in 
classifying this material is to place together all material on a given 
subject. All the material should be so minutely catalogued and in- 
dexed that all the resources of the library on any subject would be 
readily available on demand. | 

The committee on municipal reference libraries appointed in 1909 
by the National Municipal League included in its recommendations 
that municipal reference libraries should be established in all large 
cities, that as a general rule such libraries should be under the con- 
trol of the public library, that such libraries should be located in the 
city hall where feasible, and that the municipal reference library 
should be the agency for the exchange of municipal documents. 

We believe that such a library at the City Hall could be made 
of very great service to those connected with the city government, and 
that provision should be made for its maintenance. 


Extension of library service 

The opportunities for educational service to the people of Seattle 
through the development and extension of the public library are al- 
most unlimited. The library users are becoming more numerous 
every year and they show an increasing appreciation of our efforts to 
improve the library service. [here is, however, an urgent and justi- 
fiable demand on the part of those who use and of those who wish to 
use the library, for more books, more branch libraries, and more de- 
posit stations. To provide these facilities and to improve steadily the 
quality of our work will require adequate funds. There is a splendid 
cpportunity open to the Library Board to present these. facts con- 
vincingly before the City Council. 

A summary of statistics, reports of the heads of departments, and 
complete tables of statistics will be found in the following pages. 

In closing this report, I wish to express my appreciation to the 
members of the Library Board for their sympathetic support of the 
library work, and to commend the library staff for their loyal and 


hearty service. Respectfully submitted 
JUDSON T. JENNINGS 


Librarian 


re. Tete 


oe 
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Summary of Statistics 


1910 
Population (Federal census 1910)...................... 237,194 
Number of volumes December 31 .................... 128,309 
Number of volumes added during the year...... 22,007 
Number of periodicals received, including du- 
Parnes ee ed anecdotes ie ie 885 
Number of newspapers received, including du- 
CAAT Sou. ab semi belly EL Raph lpaeae Riser nah eae 218 
Number of borrowers registered during the 
penser tie MEL UE eg tara a Line ante eae 22,267 
Total registration December 31......................-... 41,963 
Percentage of population registered as borrowers 18 
Circulation of books for home use: 
ACETONE Ty gi RRR) ett RRO IL ES NS Met NAD cae at 383,042 
Prallarat pranchgct et ny eee ek 56,527 
CS olinibig prance ee ee ae eastee 25,562 
Ee emon ti: DFA as csce eipeses cask Aaa is 28,575 
Green ‘Lake branch 4246.5. 37,049 
RI NIVOreE yc DEGHED 615.0 ta see ect ado nla 44,107 
AW Ber sealtle -DIANen © scat aoc cecadsnivernyoae 19,931 
SLAG Py aaa LU Sy ih ti et ane OE 45,715 
PRY POU lee rect eke ttectenncenelocbces 4,291 
Deport  stalons ste eee ae 2,540 
BE ob lypates hace at oh ote OE iis ne 649,611 
AreCUlAION pers CADIA Ac ied thee aii 2.74 
Percentage of fiction circulation to total circu- 
EEE tte ROSIN i aa SA RR EN RM 65 
Number on staff December 31 in equivalent of 
full-time +" assistanteln Sia ee 94 
baxerate cs. cuk Je Prltrnds epee ahd: Soma) late 5045 mills 
PMotal: TeCeiptes LOM CISA. ancesscorksclaclendecnsstise $146,538.25 
Expenditures for salaries -.............--..-..-:---s-0+00--+- 62,274.94 
E.xpenditures for books ....i....-cccemresveceas ccesecciannnce 26,202.19 
Expenditures for periodicals ..................-..---0---+- 2,041.08 
Expenditures for binding ................-..----0--+-0+-++- 7,045.23 
Other operating expenditures ...............-..-.--------- 18,328.93 
Total regular expenditures .................:.-c00+-0-e000+-- 115,892.37 
Extraordinary expenditures ...............-.....:---.------ 74,984.46 


Total expen cituites. <tcAs ty cccateosc- chasis sass cceasos 184,876.83 
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55 mills 
$161,119.95 
70,571.44 
28,907.73 
2,894.24 
8,515.95 
22,581.45 
133,470.81 
48,964.13 
182,434.94 
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Reports of Departments 


Order Department 


The number of volumes in the library January 1, 1911, was 
reported as 128,309. During the year we have added 26,640 vol- 
umes; 4,475 are reported worn out and withdrawn, and 117 re- 
turned after having been lost and paid for, making the net additions 
22,282, and the total number of volumes in the library 150,591. 

Of the 26,640 volumes added, 1,279 were gifts to the library, 
the greater number being reports of various state governments and 
state experiment stations, and municipal reports from the large cities 
of the country. 

The amount of money spent for bocks was $28,907.73, includ- 
ing the cost of transportation. Among the purchases for the circu- 
lation department were about 1,300 volumes of foreign books, a num- 
ber being in the Swedish, Norwegian, and Finnish languages, there 
having been a considerable demand by our Scandinavian citizens for 
books in these languages. Several fine sets for reference use have been 
added to our architectural collection this year. 

We have made large additions to our periodical sets indexed in 
Poole and in the Engineering Index, and have also increased our ~ 
music collection and started a small collection of sheet music. 

Shipments of discarded books have been made to libraries in small 
towns and rural districts, to several prisons in the State, and to Alaska. 
While these beoks are badly soiled and in a poor condition generally, 
we have repeated requests for more books from the libraries which re- 
ceived earlier shipments. 

Our work has been greatly facilitated by the much-needed ad- 


dition of a stenographer to our staff. 3 
HELEN GRACIE 


Chief of Order Department 
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Catalogue Department 


During the past year 26,640 books were prepared. Of these 
5,872 were duplicates for schools and deposit stations and the re- 
maining 20,768 were catalogued, including 7,591 new titles. There 
were prepared and filed 50,930 cards, of which 38,103 were for 
the catalogues at the central library and 12,827 for the catalogues at 
the branches. Of the total number of cards, 21,643 were typewrit- 
ten cards and 29,287 were printed cards of the Library of Congress. 
In addition to the above, 35,000 cards were filed in the depository 
catalogue of the Library of Congress. 

In order to aid readers in their use of the catalogues, two copies 
of a printed card of instructions, headed ‘‘How to use the card cata- 
logue,’ have been inserted in each drawer of the public catalogues 
both at the central library and at the branch libraries. Some progress 
has been made in adding Cutter numbers to books and cards. ‘The 
use of Cutter numbers was discontinued by this library early in 1907, 
hut was resumed in March, 1910, the Cutter three-figure table being 
adopted. ‘The stamping of catalogue cards ‘‘open-shelf’’ has been dis- 
continued and in its place we now keep in the open-shelf room a special 
card shelf list of the books in the open-shelf collection. An adaptation 
of the decimal classification has been adopted for use in classifying our 
collection of sheet music. We have begun the practice of inserting 
in our catalogues entries for rare, important, or expensive books avail- 
able at the library of the University of Washington, but not to be 
found in our library and not likely to be purchased. 

Many changes have occurred in the cataloguing department staff 
during the year. Miss Oakley, the head of the department, resigned 
February Ist, and was succeeded by Miss Wakefield; Mrs. Jessie M. 
Boyd, cataloguer, resigned April 28th, and Mrs. Minna P. Keese, 
shelf-lister, November 18th. Miss C. Isabelle Wheeler, typist, was 
promoted to the position of shelf-lister, and Miss Ruth E. Browne, a 
graduate of Pratt Institute Library School, class of 1909, was ap- 
pointed cataloguer September Ist. Miss Alma A. Little was ap- 
pointed November | 7th to the vacant position of typist. 


BERTHA WAKEFIELD 
Chief of Catalogue Depariment 
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Circulation Department, Centra! Library 


The advance in the work of the circulation department during 
the past year may be measured by its improved equipment, both in 
bocks and furnishings, and by the facilities provided for bettering the 
service through further changes in rules and methods. 


2 


Improved equipment 


The painting of the walls, the installation of new lighting, and 
the improvement in the ventilation of the open-shelf room have made 
this room much miore inviting and have wrought changes in its appear- 
ance and atmosphere which are much appreciated, by the public and 
by the staff. The book shelves are made more attractive not alone by 
the improved condition of the book collections, but by the acquirement 
as well of handsome case and shelf labels. The case labels are made 
of wood which exactly matches the woodwork and are lettered in gilt. 
They are held in place on the bookcases by screw heads, which are 
fitted into brass eyelets in the backs of the wooden labels. This de- 
vice makes the labels portable so that they may be changed from one 
section to another as the shifting of the books may require. A framed 
outline of the classification and a floor plan of the room, showing the 
location of the books, have been provided, which, with the case labels, 
furnish a directory to the books by subject. Plans are now under way 
for constructing a sunken wooden slip tray at the return desk, and for 
placing beneath the counter of the registration desk Library Bureau 
cases containing standard trays for holding the files of applications and 
borrowers’ cards. These conveniences will relieve the overcrowding of 
the files, will greatly expedite the routine work of both desks, and will 
free the desk counter from the encumbrance of unsightly files. 


Books 

While all of these changes have helped to raise the tone of the de- 
partment, the most important acquisition has been 8,725 new books 
(including 1,006 cash duplicates). The regular shelf collection new 
contains 45,175 volumes. ‘The foreign collections show an increase 
of 1,322 books, this number having been divided among the German, 
Scandinavian, French, Italian, Spanish, and Finnish collections. The 
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collection of cash duplicates comprises not only the new and popular 
books of fiction, but it has been found well worth while to include titles 
of intermediate and standard fiction, in the most attractive editions in 
which they can be procured. The hnoks present striking contrasts of 
literary values as they stand side by side upon the shelves, but it is 
gratifying to find that the clean copies of the good old books still find 
favor, even among the readers who are first attracted to these shelves 


in search of the latest novels. 
Circulation 


In the circulation department at the central library 25,552 bor- 
rowers cards are in force to date. ‘The circulation for the year was 
277,822, a gain of 7,349. These figures of circulation are disap- 
pointing and do not seem to represent the real increase in the volume of 
work. ‘This is probably partly due to the fact that as books are now 
issued for four instead of two weeks, the circulation naturally makes 
a less favorable showing in figures. The work is still limited by the 
scarcity of standard and popular books. ‘This condition is being over- 
come as rapidly as possible and in stating it as a limitation to the circu- 
lation, the liberal book fund which the department has received is not 
disregarded. But the fact still remains that the supply of books is 
unequal to the demand for them, and that large gains in circulation 
can not be attained until the borrowers more often find the books of 
their choice upon the shelves. 


Reserved books 


To lessen the disappointment of those who do not get the books 
they come for, non-fiction has been reserved free of charge. Within 
the year, | 3,982 reserved books have been supplied upon request. This 
privilege has been much appreciated. It is another of those attentions 
to the individual borrower which are always so gratefully received. It 
is an accommodation to the public and to the library alike. It helps 
the borrower to obtain the books he wants, it encourages the reading 
of some of the best books, and in book-buying it serves as a guide to 
those books which are in greatest demand. Each month the reserve 
postals on file are examined to discover which titles should be dupli- 
cated. Orders for these books are placed at once and the books are 
rushed through the order, catalogue, and bindery departments and are 
more promptly supplied than ever before to the borrowers whose re- 
quests are on file. 
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Rules 

Other changes in rules have been the reduction in fines on books 
issued from the adult circulation departments from two cents to one 
cent, and a reduction from $5 to $2 in the deposit required from a 
temporary resident. ‘These rules were put into effect November 4, 
1911. ‘They are in harmony with the policy which has been fol- 
lowed of giving library service with as few restrictions or penalties as 
possible. 
Methods 

The close of 1911 marked the completed substitution of the New- 
ark for the Browne charging system. ‘The change has been effected 
with practically no confusion in the records, an accomplishment for 
which the staff merits high commendation. Coincident with the change 
in charging systems and with the preparation of lectures for the ap- 
prentice class, the methods of the circulation department have been 
fully reorganized and outlined. Library economy is nowhere so com- 
plex as it is in the circulation department of a large library which has 
a system of branches and deposit stations. Because of this and be- 
cause of the number on the staff to whom the work must be detailed, 
it is essential that the practice of the department should be made ex- 
plicit and definite; it makes for efficient and smooth-running service at 
the desks and between the related departments. 
Open-shelf records 

The simplification of the plan for keeping the records of the books 
shelved in the open-shelf room and stack promises to be wholly satis- 
factory. It takes very little time to sort out from among the new books 
received and to stamp with the word “‘Stack”’ the few titles which are 
not suited to open-shelf use, and with the exception of withdrawing a 
shelf-list card, it necessitates no changes whatever in the records when 
the bocks which have been on the open shelves are retired to the stack. 
(This change in method took effect September 23, 1911, beginning 
with book accessioned 180,029). 


Fiction catalogue 

The revision of the fiction having been finished, arrangements are 
now being made with The H. W. Wilson Company for the print- 
ing of 1,000 copies of a fiction catalogue of 2,000 selected 
titles. Such a finding list is at present needed more than any other 
and will surely prove most popular, as many requests are received 
for a catalogue of fiction. The catalogues will be sold at the nom- 
inal charge of ten cents a copy. 
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Lists 
Lists compiled in this department which have not been previous- 
ly reported are: 

Collections of short stories 

Contemporary women novelists 

Criticism of fiction and the short story 

Domestic economy (a topical list prepared for the supervisor ot 
sewing and cookery in the city schools) 

Dramatized novels 

Holidays: 
Christmas 
New Year’s 
Thanksgiving 

Selection of fiction and non-fiction for the State Reformatory at 
Monroe, Washington 

Sex hygiene 

Stories of western United States and Alaska 

Stories of working people 

Suggestions for general reading: 
Three annotated lists supplied to the Y. W. C. A. for in- 

clusion in its publication ““Young Women” 

‘Temperance 

Translations and criticism of novels and drama from the Ger- 
man, French, Italian, Spanish, Scandinavian, and Russian 


(in the Seattle Public Library) 


In the present state of the book collection careful work has to be 
done in looking up reviews for books which are under consideration 
for replacement. Much time is also given to the checking of lists 
which serve as valuable guides in book selection. 

The department can boast no brilliant accomplishments during 
the year. Its only achievement has been the performance of a few 
homely *tasks which have been undertaken to improve the present 
service and to lay the foundation for a more extended future work. 
It is very evident that the library borrowers have appreciated the 
liberal spirit of the service, and it may be that they too realize that 
our willingness to serve them is limited only by the resources at our 
command. 

CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH WALLACE 


Superintendent of Circulation 
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Reference Department 


The work of the reference department as now constituted is car- 
ried on in four rooms, namely, reference, art, periodical, and news- 
paper, the total seating capacity being about 300. 

Weekly staff meetings are proving themselves very valuable in 
enabling the staff to keep in touch with the work of the whole de- 
partment. Each assistant keeps a list of any important reference 
questions and these are taken up in the meeting as also are other 
matters of interest to the department and the library. 

The work with women’s clubs is now systematized so that the 
results obtained are gratifying. Material upon the topics of each 
program is looked up, indexed on cards, and filed under the name ot 
the club. About six weeks before a meeting, a postal is sent to each 
woman who appears on the program, notifying her that material on 
the subject of her paper is ready at the library. It is probably 
safe to say that 90 per cent of the women so notified come to the 
library. 

A special effort has been put forth to collect material upon har- 
bors, docks, and harbor facilities. A rather large number of books 
on this subject have been purchased and numerous reports from the 
harbor authorities of the principal American and foreign ports have 
been obtained. The immediate demand for such material arises 
from the establishment of the Seattle Port Commission and the plans 
which are being made for greatly enlarging the port facilities of 
Seattle. 


Technology work 


There has been progress in the technology work of the library. 
This was started in the latter part of 1910 by employing Mr. Thomp- | 
son, a graduate in engineering, to take charge. The reference col- 
lection of technical books has been greatly strengthened and the use 
of these has accordingly increased. A number of lists of books on 
technical subjects have been compiled and rather widely distributed. 
The Seattle Union Record, which reaches several thousand men, 
prints each month a list of the technical books added and has also 
included several lists on special subjects. 

With little doubt the most important event of the coming year 
for the reference department will be the opening of the new art and 
technology room. ‘The books in the present art room and the books 
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on science and useful arts from the open-shelf and reference rooms 
will be placed in this room, for which new furniture and wall and 
floor shelving have been ordered. 
Periodical division 

There has been an encouraging increase in the reference work 
done and in the circulation, both of which are indications of growth. 
The debate work in the schools is concerned more and more with pres- 
ent day issues, such as are found in the current magazines and news- 
papers, and an unlimited amount of work can be done with the stu- 
dents in that direction. An effort has been made during the year to 
prepare reading lists and collect material on current subjects, and it 
has been much appreciated. 

The number of volumes of periodicals sent to the bindery during 
the year was 629, of which 378 were for the reference and art di- 
visions, 211 for the branches, and 40 for the children’s department. 
The number of periodicals on file was 485, the number of news- 
papers 196. Including the branches and counting duplicates, there 
were 942 periodicals and 213 newspapers received. 

The total circulation of periodicals for the last two years was 


as follows: 
Back Current 
Art numbers numbers Total 
ESTE TS ND oe oes See eee 1,341 4,834 10,124 16,299 
AG Tbe han tere ee ete Fk x 982 4,665 9,814 15,461 


The total attendance in the newspaper room was 227,553, an 
increase of 6,738 over the previous year. 


Art division 

When Miss McMicken resigned as head of the art department, 
Miss Annie H. Calhoun, who had been first assistant, was ap~ 
pointed to fill her place. In May, Miss Calhoun was granted a 
year's leave of absence and Miss Llewellyn Roberts was transferred 
from the children’s department and appointed assistant in charge. 

Several exhibitions have been given in cooperation with other 
organizations. Of these may be mentioned the annual exhibit of the 
Seattle Architectural Club and the exhibition of the competitive plans 
for the Temple of Justice of the Washington state capitol group, 
under the auspices of the local chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects. Lists of books on pottery and porcelain, landscape 
gardening, and domestic architecture were distributed during exhi- 
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bitions. Maps and plans illustrating the “‘Plan of Seattle,’ made 
by Virgil Bogue for the Municipal Plans Commission, were ex- 
hibited for several weeks in the upper lobby of the library. 

A collection of sheet music has been added and a method of 
classifying, cataloguing, and binding it has been adopted. About 
500 photographs and 2,500 inexpensive prints were added to the 
picture collection. 

Among the books received, the following are noteworthy: 

Architecture aux salons. 1901. 

Blondel. Réimpression de |’architecture fran aise. 4 vV. 

Croquis d’architecture. 1866-98. 25 v. 

Durand. Recueil et paralléle des batiments classiques de tous 
les temps, de tout peuple, et de chaque style. 4 v. 

Etoffes Japonaises. 

Letarouilly. Le Vatican et la basilique de Saint-Pierre de 
Rome. 2 v. 

Monuments antiques. 12 v. 

Strack. Brick and terra-cotta work in Italy. ~ : 

The Yerkes collection of Oriental carpets . . . with critical text 
by John Kimberly Mumford. 

During 1911, the fine arts room circulated 10,275 books, 1,341 
periodicals, and 4,290 pictures. The attendance was 29,684. 

CHARLES H. COMPTON 
Reference Librarian 


Children’s Department 
Children’s rooms 

The work with children has been strengthened during the past 
year by the addition of trained children’s librarians for the Uni- 
versity, West Seattle, and Ballard branches. The children’s work | 
at the University and Green Lake branches is so heavy as to per- 
mit of no form of extension work, except the story hour and occa- 
sional school visiting. 

Conditions at West Seattle present a different problem. The 
opening of the playground has curtailed the interest in the library, 
but it has been found possible to work very closely with the play- 
ground instructors. The children’s librarian pays frequent visits to 
the playground, posts bulletins and lists of books in the lobby of the 
field house, and reads aloud to one of the sewing clubs. ‘The stories 
read are left unfinished and there is a consequent demand for the 
book at the library. 
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The Ballard branch is doing particularly good work with the 
schools and the teachers are taking increasing advantage of the 
library’s resources. At Ballard also the work is so heavy as to 
prevent further extension of library activities with the present number 
of assistants on the staff. 

School visits have been made by all the children’s librarians and 
the response from the teachers has been hearty and cordial. Classes 
from the upper grades have visited the branch libraries at Green Lake, 
University, and West Seattle, and have received instruction in the 
use of the catalogue and reference books. ‘This has been so success- 
ful that, in the West Seattle branch, the children have been found 
passing on their information to other children, and even helping the 
grown-ups to use the catalogue. 

The Central children’s room is the only one in the system to show 
a decrease, but that is a heavy one, 5,012. ‘The installation of de- 
posit stations, the two additional playground libraries, and the in- 
creased branch facilities, all tend to serve the children in their own 
districts and make it unnecessary for them to come to the Central 
library. This dark cloud of decrease has its silver lining, however, 
for it makes possible the accentuation of that intensive and personal 
side of library work which is so valuable in a children’s room. The 
staff of the central children’s room has engaged in much outside work 
and during the summer had charge of the playground libraries. 
Christmas exhibit 

One of the year’s activities was the recurrent Christmas exhibit 
of gift books, held in the teachers’ room during the month of Decem- 
ber. Similar exhibits were held at the Green Lake and West Seattle 
branches. Letters of invitation were sent to the women’s clubs, civic 
centers, and churches, and announcements were made in the papers 
and in the school bulletins issued by the library. Printed lists, giving 
the publisher, price, and a descriptive note of each book, were dis- 
tributed, and much more interest was shown than ever before, by 
both the visitors to the exhibit and the book dealers, who report a 

ecided influence on their Christmas sales. 


Clubs 
The Boy Scout club of the central children’s room was discon- 


tinued early in the spring and was not reorganized because no suitable 
leader was available. No clubs are conducted in any of the child- 
ren’s rooms, but club work is done at the West Seattle playground 


and through a Y. W. C. A. club at the Crescent Manufacturing Co. 
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Story hour 


The eternal appeal of the spiritual and ideal is evidenced by the 
constant interest in the story hour, shown by both children and adults. 
Last year stories were told to 21,704 people, many of whom were 
long past the years allotted to childhood. Talks were given and 
stories told to parents’ clubs, women’s clubs, a class in primary educa- 
tion at the University, in churches, schools, the Child Welfare Ex- 
hibit, parks, playgrounds, and even at a banquet of the Women’s 
Commercial Club. In the children’s rooms, the stories told the older 
children have been of Siegfried and of Charlemagne, while animal 
stories, myths, legends, and Bible stories have been provided for the 
little children. ‘The story hour at the Fremont and Columbia branches 
has become a permanent arrangement on one Saturday in each month, 
and the increase in the children’s interest is perceptible in the figures 
of circulation. 


Playgrounds 


The libraries opened at the Beacon Hill, Rogers, Ross, Collins, 
and Miller playgrounds were not so successful as had been hoped. 
The libraries were installed in June before the close of school, with 
the expectation that the children might be interested before their va- 
cation dispersal. ‘They were interested, but it was not strong enough 
to hold them against the lure of vacation. The circulation was 5,595, 
a gain of only 1,304, although two additional libraries were in circu- 
lation. 1,045 children were registered and stories were told to 2,066. 
The work suffered through the lack of a permanent head, as condi- 
tions made it necessary to send first one person and then another. It 
is highly desirable that one person be placed in sole charge, and it is 
also recommended that another playground be added to the list, 
making one library day a week at each of six playgrounds. : 


Schools division 


The work of the schools division of the children’s department 
shows a gratifying improvement in circulation and in methods. The 
statistics are now recorded by the school year, September to June, 
instead of by the calendar year, as was formerly done. The change 
was made January 1911. The figures for September to December 
1910, although previously reported, are included in the following 
statistics, in order to obtain the complete record of the school year, 


1910-1911. 
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Schoolrooms supplied with libraries  ..........-...--...----:--s-s++seeeeseseeeeeeeee 291 
Schoolrooms supplied with picture book sets ...........----------+---------- 4| 
Schools supplied with reference sets for teachers ..........-...2------------- 54 
COAL SERS TEB SS SET MEH ae rs TST SE Ra Cae el el eR AR NE 339 
UN ROT SSIS ola Rana le niall ns olla ll SAR eRe ok athe pas 122 


The circulation was 49,638, a gain of 3,923 over the school 
year 1909-1910. 

The fine arts room has transferred all of its geography pictures 
to the teachers’ room, where they have been graded to the course of 
study and are much used. 

A one-page bulletin is mailed on the first of each month to each 
grade school and high school desiring it. It contains information about 
the library, notes from the various departments, notices affecting school- 
library work, and reading lists. 

A lesson has been compiled on ‘“The Seattle Public Library and 
how to use it,’ which the English teachers can use as a regular lesson 
in the English course. We have done this hoping that it may be a 
step toward something better in the future. 

The School Board has shelved in the teachers’ room a set of the 
text-books used in the Seattle schools. This is most useful in answer- 
ing the requests which come to us frequently regarding the school text- 
books. : 
An alphabetic author list of books for schoolroom libraries was 
published this year. It contains 900 titles, representing the best of 


the books now in the schools collection. 
GERTRUDE ANDRUS 


Superintendent of Children’s Department 


Branch Department 


During 1911 the progress of the work of the branches has been 
steady and satisfactory, the total circulation reaching 305,400. 


Ballard 

At Ballard, preparations are being made for changing the audi- 
torium on the upper floor into a children’s room. The platform and 
balcony have been taken out, a new charging desk and tables are being 
built, and indirect lighting installed. The first floor will now be left 
for the use of the adult borrowers and readers, and we hope within 
another year to build a new charging desk, rearrange the stacks, put 
in more comfortable chairs, change the lighting fixtures, and fit up 
the two closets on either side of the entrance for the storage of supplies. 
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The book collection has been growing gradually although it has 
been necessary to discard many books belonging formerly to the old 
South Branch and to the original Ballard collection. Additions to 
the Finnish collection of the Central library, bought from a special 
allowance, have been shelved for the present at Ballard. 

Miss Elizabeth Robinson, librarian of the branch since May 
1910, resigned December 31, 1911, to accept the position of libra- 
rian of the Medford, Oregon, Public Library. Miss Stella Hoyt, Pratt 
Institute Library School, class of 1909, reached Seattle to take charge 
of the branch January 1, 1912. Miss Mary McKnight, Pittsburgh 
Training School for Children’s Librarians, class of 1911, is in charge 
of the children’s work, and Miss Lucia Stoll, a graduate of the Seatile 
Publie Library training class, 1910, has been appointed full-time 
assistant. 

Columbia 

The circulation at Columbia has shown a gain of 4,670 over that 
of 1910. A few additional shelves and lights have been put into the 
room, and a monthly story hour is now a part of the regular program. 


Fremont 

The annual change of entrance has again taken place at Fremont, 
the long flight of stairs from Fremont Avenue being once more in use. 
The gain in circulation for the year, 4,153, would have been much 
larger had it not been necessary, for so many months, to climb to the 
library over a narrow and apparently dangerous inclined plane, from a 
street in the worst possible condition of regrade. A monthly story 
hour is conducted regularly at Fremont. : 


Green Lake 

At Green Lake the development of all phases of the work has 
been very gratifying. ‘This is partly the result of the keen interest of © 
the people of the neighborhood in a new and convenient building. 
The auditorium has been used for the meetings of various local organi- 
zations—the Business Men’s Association (which provided one lecture 
during the summer on the subject of harbor improvements), the 
women’s literary and musical clubs, whose committees have met in the 
library, and the Green Lake Ministerial Federation. 

In September Miss Christina Hargrave was transferred from West 
Seattle to Green Lake, and with help from the central branch depart- 
ment and the apprentice class, we shall be able to manage the work 
for the remainder of the winter. 
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University 

At the University branch we are trying to provide for the work 
without adding a third person to the staff. Miss Annie Hall, Pitts- 
burgh Training School for Children’s Librarians, class of 1911, is in 
charge of the children’s work, and more than the time of one person 
is being supplied from the central library. 

The auditorium at this branch has been used more freely than at 
any other. The weekly meetings of the Woman’s Club, the bi- . 
monthly meetings of the University Community Club, several illus- 
trated lectures during the year, together with the weekly library story 
hours, have shown the usefulness of auditoriums in neighborhoods 
where they are appreciated. 


West Seattle 

At West Seattle it has been impossible to foresee and plan the 
winter's work. ‘The personnel of the staff has been entirely changed: 
Miss Dorothy Hurlbert, librarian of the branch since its opening, 
July 1910, having resigned May 31, 1911; her place being taken 
by Miss Marion Higgins, from the McClelland Public Library, 
Pueblo, Col., and previously a student in the training class of the 
Colorado Agricultural College Library. The children’s librarian, 
Miss Christina Hargrave, was transferred to the Green Lake branch, 
September 1, 1911, and Miss Helen Jackson, Pittsburgh Training 
School for Children’s Librarians, class of 1911, has since been in 
charge of the juvenile work. 

Until the opening of the branch building, this district had never 
been served except by the distant central library. The circulation for 
the latter part of 1911 showed some effects of the reaction which 
may always be expected in a locality where the library is a novelty, 
but the end of the year brings indications that the work has reached 
a normal basis, one which promises a steady growth. 

When the West Seattle branch opened, an innovation was made 
in the clerical work at the desk. This new record, which is now kept 
at Green Lake as well, has proved a great convenience. It consists 
of an alphabetical list of the occupations of the borrowers of the dis- 
trict, with names of borrowers filed under occupation. With the help 
of this file, borrowers may be notified when books which might be in- 
teresting to them are added to the branch collection. It is also useful 
in determining the class of books to be purchased during the year. 
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Deposit stations 

The year 1911 marks the beginning of aggressive deposit station 
work in Seattle: Deposit station no. | was started in Weed’s 
Pharmacy, corner of Jackson Street and 26th Avenue S., April 18, 
and has had a circulation for the remainder of the year of 12,336. 
Deposit station no. 2, at the South Park Pharmacy, 8225 Dallas 
Avenue, followed on July 29, and the total circulation has reached. 
5,346. Deposit station no. 3, at the Mt. Baker Park Pharmacy, 
36th Avenue S., and McClellan Street, was opened November 7. 
No. 3 has not been as well patronized as we hoped and it may be 
necessary to change it to another location. ‘The result of this experi- 
ment in stations has shown their value in a city whose people are scat- 
tered over as large a district as we have in Seattle. 

The remaining agencies for the distribution of books and maga- 
zines, supervised by the branch department, are: the twenty-five fire 
stations, the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. summer camps, the 
waiting rooms at the car barns of the Seattle Electric Co., the 
Florence Crittenton Home, the Jewish Settlement, and the Everett 
Smith Home. 


Summary of Branch and Deposit Station Circulation for 1911 
Adult Juvenile Total 


Ballard 7p ot cee aren eh oe eae 35,245 31,182 66,427 
Coldmbba ie poe eri ee suger nae 15,908 14,324 30,232 
Fremont: {ke es os ees cain ed ere 17,860 14,868 32,728 
Green ake ine ee aes ae Tene 33,562 37,352 70,914 
University. wissen yah a teed a alee ent 33,521 26,483 60,004 
Wrest Sealtle c600. ee ee oe er eae te 24,738 20,357 45,095 
Branch total 022) ai ee 160,834 144,566 305,400 
Deposit station no. | (Apr.-Dec.) ..............-..--- 7,313 5,023 12,336 
Deposit station no. 2 (July-Dec.)  ................---. 1,916 3,430 5,346 
Deposit station no. 3 (Nov.-Dec.) ..............-.---- 342 404 746 
Other deposit stations .........00.....0J..-.-cscsecseseceae 1,660 427 2,087 | 
Deposit station total -.....2.........--.c00 11,231 9,284 20,515 
Grand i totalvcce bee Bi per ek 172,065 153,850 325,915 


Apprentice class 

On October 16, a class of seven young women began their lib- 
rary training under the supervision of the heads of departments of the 
library. Various changes from the plans of former years have been 
made, and the experiments of the first three months are entirely satis- 


factory. 
JOSEPHINE TABER 
Superintendent of Branches 
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Appendix A 


Library Staff, December 1911 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


BE athe RAZA lap pach COC LE La Sa aed REESE RSS CR BT Jupson T. JENNINGS 
BAS Cg Te Re fergie (er gt neal be ao Laie og Pati plese te aM Errig LouisE CHAPMAN 
Pe ents oe DIRT eet a eae it ge, a elt Se Ee oe ae JEANNE A. BowMAN 
CE OR SPN REE aR SAE tt SAD LE 2 Ei lt BNR Cid aR = Frep SHEA 
ORDER DEPARTMENT 
COO iin eas ARE i al NE cE IN ce RRR Sa OST HELEN GRrACIE 
yo TEES Pn PSR Gl ARS a GERTRUDE H. Crocker, E. Fay Woo.sey 
SSSI Ley EPR cae Sle aD RA AMEE Le Sy el Se ee GENEVIEVE FLYNN 
2 1 pale BE lb RIS ARE A Rae Renal eae BereENICE M. Norton 
CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT 
RR se eta Nhe ses kone ncacees crrerckiicmmcsecioivicsn ae BERTHA WAKEFIELD 
Assistant cataloguers.......-- Rutuy E. Browne, HELEN GILLETTE, AcNEs HANSEN 
DIT) at EE 1S ee Sh Sine eR ce ea a PPR Ae! SL ie BS C. IsABELLE WHEELER 
OEE LESS Gs iets Sai RAE SOEA Sad Bi) RCL ERE ASE Si NR SC Harriet C, ALLIsoNn 
Sais Reet re pena 28S Ee oe ee Atma A, LITTLE 
ew re A Se ae Ima BUGHER 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
Superintendent of circulation..................-..-0--0---- CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH WALLACE 
PEST. SO SUTDE TT eat lt a Os Sa Or fs he ee Zo IR ER ae aE ETHEL R. SAWYER 
meme OSAISI GME ec he orc e sa Mrs. MarcareET MEYDENBAUER 
Assistants.............. FERNE HANKINS, JOANNA Histop, BLANCHE JossELYN, Mrs. 


D. Z. McCLeLLAND, FLorENcE E. McLaucuuin, A tice I. 
Mitts, FANNiE E. ReyNotps, Mary Roe, WINIFRED WasH- 
BURN,” LaurA F, WoopsripcE 


TT ot afcget (seth We ane Oe eG. te Ne Toe BertHa C. Hanson 
RP RTOOOOIECIOL oes cranked ok ea ce bee tcheallnsoclac on weeded W. C. Youne 
BETES EE SEE Se di ie SEIN SO Alp a RE RS al le PSE ir GE Epna NIicHoL 
Paves Watiace V. BalTINGER, FRANK CHoviN®, FRANK E. Mc- 


LAUGHLIN, RussEL PETERSON*, Oscar RENTZSCH 


REFERENCE, DEPARTMENT 


er eterenice ibrar. 62, shee eh ecko ce CuarLes H. Compton 
Assistant reference librarian...........--....--...----0--.00e--0000----- Mrs. GERTRUDE F. HEss 
Pe MEIMOLGEU. [EDTANIGI:, 0 vce ae voc nN a ee ea ee eel CLaupDE S. THOMPSON 
Reference attendants.............--.-.-2.-------0:--0--+- DuBois MircHELt, Maup OsBorngE 
Pages a FraNkK A. ANDERSON, ALFRED D. Cameron, J. Douc as 
RosaAAEN* 
FINE ARTS DIVISION 
SEDSTRIE PT TENG 2 Tg Telit Ae Ma EAA Re ALE IRD aie CP eae ORE LLEWELLYN ROBERTS 
AIEEE TT aL Wa ee lee AS a ACORN RT ERT oe ts ee ee Ouive E. BETTINGER 
Sa RITES enn eer oe 8 hE han Joun W. Lane*, HersHer Nunn* 
PERIODICAL DIVISION 
fe pois Ga. oi RD Se ST ae eee AS WR ea Marion D. THum 
Tieperenmememniendntiye cen a) 8 ps te i oh MEL.LiE ALEXANDER 
(Crisindian af. rewspapersi i) tho ket. Ba keg 2a ALFRED J. VILLARS 
Assistants........ Orvit_e G. FairsurNn*, Vincent H. Gowen*, MiLtarp Roya* 
EGOh een Dy eee ae SRN CrypE Harrop 
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT. 
Superintendent of children’s departmeni.................------------------- GERTRUDE ANDRUS 


_* Part time. 
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SCHOOLS DIVISION 


bg £0: SRAM Leen ee CLP ONO URE POa NORA? Micalad Nase MUN LAM nL Auice A. BLANCHARD 
A ssistarite on SER E Aaa eae ee re ese Ee Ge ee CHARLOTTE S. BEsT 
CENTRAL CHILDREN’S ROOM 
Childrens librarian oe eo ong AucusTA ANDERSON 
Assistants.......-.--2--:- Appig J. PHINNEY, KATHERINE L. SHEA, HELEN SHELTON* 
Paige: iG OP I CiypE DosER 
BRANCH DEPARTMENT . 
Superintendent! of branchesic) Acie Se a a JOSEPHINE G, TABER > 
Assistants 3 ech we ae ee Marcaret D. Harcrave, ALice F. KITTREDGE 
WE SSEN GOT sk he ee oe ee Ae LL eA Rr Epwarp CHILDS 
BALLARD BRANCH 
Branch: Tibrarianic ceo Be Be SN ei STELLA R. Hoyt 
Children's dibravian tees hee ea ae ee eae Mary McKnicHT 
DKS et.) MESGp ie ean ren Reon Baannn Te Ai Mae Sie inate SIRE. VAS DM Oo a Lucia E. STOLi 
tC ik (OAR oe DE GE RDUU CURR Boer NOHO. Sy Lila Ber INK oN OU alert. Harotp Hore.iinc* 
Jentivesas ue oes UV Ad ee ee ae a ea Mrs. EvirH STRANNE 
COLUMBIA BRANCH 
Branch Tibraridtt 23 u ede cetera aed ees FANNIE L. DuDGEON 
PORT CSS ON ee eee Cae rae Mrs. Georce Goopwin* 
FREMONT BRANCH 
Branch: Tibrariatay apes ie ok eee ee tesa Emma K. McCuLitoucH 
bids SEAS LOR ele ka neg POU OSDR NEL SNR od WE MONO CIO NRS Sul cHne Dy JN ARTHUR RANDOLPH* 
Parti eS J PR Ba Ge Oe Mrs. CHARLOTTE JOHNSON* 
GREEN LAKE BRANCH 
Branch librarian 22000 ee i ate Re epee Mayme A. BATTERSON 
Children’s’ Hibrartan: 20 OO Oe ane LoureTTa C. CoLe 
PA ssistorttis tio noire a oer NG Bac C8 Ot Dia a CHRISTINA HARGRAVE 
Taf: { Se AD ROMO RRR ERT Bk ODMR es COSA RSI ING LT kD SNES Lo GILBERT THORNBERG* 
PLOY nk gn Se scate cagedn eta Ek ety ata va ae ae Davip R. REESE 
UNIVERSITY BRANCH 
Brunch librarian che ee Be es ee Mrs. Mary W. DENNIs 
Children’s librartett:: cc. eo eno estat ee ANNIE E. Hay 
] if 1 {aaa MMe a NN AMORA eC Fea Lees ere a anlie he ho)? Otis Hancock* 
POPOL OR OR ead Sol 0 rs ae Wittiam CLAYTON 
WEST SEATTLE BRANCH 
Bronch dibrarighte ai Cao isa, ac No oy) eae eat ete Marion V. HiccIns 
Children’s dibrarwni 008 Oth oe A oe a oe ee HELEN JACKSON 
Pabe ee N a ae i ane ee te ee tag at Ne Raynor NieEsz* 
ffs ef gu dreesaae) Bias Le Sr UE cannes lls ROTEL END Cogent «ee ee) Si gee A. C. SCHOONMAKER 
BINDERY DEPARTMENT 
Tioremans theca hiy ie Os tah Callan eae oe ay ene Harry W. Hype 
Forwarders.......-..---------- Witt Conrap, ALEXANDER M. FINDLEY, WILLIAM A. 
FIsHER, CREIGHTON MartTIN 
Siitchers 0 ae BerRTHA BrREKKE, Daisy Burns, MINNIE Burns, ELLA 
C. McGonac.e 
Apprentice.............. i DU resist SOHNE PLM NMED aAOSWMR PRA CS ALL. Haro_p RETZMAN 
MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
Chief Cngineen Gee AE er Te eae ear Harry R. Rocers 
Alssisiant engineet ci se a a ee JoHN H. Coke 
Elevatorman2o% Spe 1a eee ae C. G. OysTon 
IN ight. apatchapiai seo ee ease Oia a cee aca ca oe lrg eee eo Ge James LONNEY 
VD anitOrss, Sa ae er eee a he le ERNEST Craccs, GEORGE GooDWIN 
Cleaners coo Mrs. N. PRpncee Mary Durkos, Mrs. O. B. JoneEs, 


Ciara KNUTSEN, .YULAH MarTIN 
* Part time. 
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Appendix C—Table 1 


Financial Statement 


Available library fund balance in city treasury 


TOC cot pea Bos BL pect SaW apt Mewengistgnen Reese $ 41,536.62 
December, 1910, bills payable in January, 
1911, from above balance................-......-- 13,462.74 
Pe SN BS Rana a ao eae pn ola $ 28,073.88 
RECEIPTS 
MAEOMTY  COMECTIONS (oo sacs neko hase cecpin esos AOS Re rt Beg 
Licenses, fines, and fees................-.- hi rdstall he 46,309.25 
Cy eco aii SRO aA ee PR a Aa IR acl ele ar a ae 110,889.93 
$161,119.95 
Rebate on Fourth Avenue regrade assessment.. 5,109.83 
OTE UES be FETS ene ne ee 6.15 
Rebate on Green Lake assessment...........-.-..--- 50.46 
Snag taL OU alae al + te nS a ope Rees HE eg 166,286.39 
Total available fund for 1911................. $194,360.27 
EXPENDITURES 
Central library 
Evprary stall payroll. 2) ue $ 46,485.29 
PTW ISAT IO NA Barer esp locos ge Succ to nce ceo 7,670.63 
CPS 2 Ah ila Tcl aS ie RAR) See San a an a 1,178.17 
ETS Ss ce aa ae, ac OS 3,356.70 
wh ig) PS pula tS a BE in hae tne oe dae A AO 363.60 
PROIEMOROS tens ek te eae, SS 134.96 
MATADOR eee eS oe ge 536.97 
Repairs and alterations...................-..2..2:..-20000---- 5,262.89 
RSET OU MERE RIFE DS OG ok cede hob aston specs naan 497.51 


$ 65,486.72 


Branch libraries 


Payroll (including janitors) ....................-.-.--- $ 16,415.52 
| ES ae 28 OR ata at OREN Oe 843.59 
ETS SSeS TYG carne i eae ORIEN 717.33 
Naver een rae hd eth as ON cae os a 222.50 
6) TES fins SC SA IRN | Oe Pe 180.05 
Insurancesse oa et 40.00 
PN gs ek IE Pa DALES ear ta ee eRe 300.00 
Dirayagedat2s oslo re seen se 152.63 
Gleneraisespense 22 aie ah dhe rcke cases 1,423.71 


$ 20,295.33 
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Financial Statement — Continued 


General and undivided expenses 


Building supplies p28 eee, $ 1,083.21 
Furniture, fittings, and fixtures.......-.....22....... 2,184.24 
Stationery, printing, and supplies.................-.... 4,103.39 
Books and mapest Gres 2s Sea panes: 28,907.73 
Periodicals and newspapers........--...-..----0---0----- 2,894.24 
Bindery paytalli ei es a 7,202.33 
Bindery ‘supplies 22 i 1,313.62 
$ 47,688.76 
Total maintenance —......:-.-..-2.-----0ee--e0eeee--- $133,470.81 
Central building and grounds 
Lion’s head fountain for approaches................ $ 210.00 
Electroliers for approaches..............2-.....-00-0+--- 6,828.68 
Completion of ventilating machinery................. 920.50 
Completion of wiring in stack...........20.-2.2.----- 288.00 
Miscellaneous building expenses................-.-....- 472.05 
$8,719.24 
Branch buildings and grounds 
SAAN 1 ge SEONG DRED pened Noam Nalian MO cas Prins oe $ 179.60 
Greensbiake vio veges gros oo Menten 121.91 
Wihiversiiy 26.0 ies ee aa oc 556.99 
West: Seattle (cocca ah eer eae 78.84 
$937.34 
Total buildings and grounds..................... 9,656.58 
Refund of loan from general fund for com- 
pletion of approaches.............0..0...s0ee--- 25,000.00 
Refund of loan from general fund for Fourth 
Avenue regrade assessment...............--.--.--- 14,307.55 
$182,434.94 
Balance in fund January |, S12. ae $ 11,925.33 
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Appendix C—Table 2 
Library Collections 


The collections at the central library and branches and the disposition made 
of them are shown in the following recapitulations from the library cash book. 


RECEIPTS 

wemenena january 1) 190) oe cea $ 84.49 
(FE eS Ss Ra oe ll sae RP ace ne 75.84 
Pay collection of duplicate books.......2...........:cscecceeseeeeeeeeeeees 533.26 
OE SINT UB 12a se dep le i ae a 245.57 
PE ICTR TR ek as en ee a cackca onc an 133.27 
Two-dollar and five-dollar deposits....................-.scec-eseeeceeeseees 630.00 
Non-resident membership fees..............--..-.--:-:c-:e++eeeeseeeeeeeeee-oes 34.00 
POMPE P LORS OVEFCUE. DOOKS...5-.-o-o occa cac sc tedece spenevcedacoccDbckestoae 3,024.01 
Sale of old newspapers, carpet, chairs, elevator cable, clock, 

SETS TA SIT US da ie a aa en Ue BI 88.39 
Reimbursements for freight, drayage, express charges, tele- 

OT Qe EY Sg aa oi to Lae aL SE 4.00 
ee LOU TE OE FETC SD cae Sa Se EE, OO 8.50 
Reimbursements on book and periodical orders......................-- 9.24 
ESE SRS RTT WW dt cE ec ni oR 2.00 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Refunds for lost books returned...............----0.cc--20ee-eeeeceeeeceeeeees $ 85.28 
cLemporary deposits ‘refunded... oa20 eck ects 127.81 
Two-dollar and five-dollar deposits refunded.......................... 664.00 
Non-resident fees refunded. ..................2....--sscececeesneeeeeeeeeeeeeee 3.00 
ES Pop AS Eh aac als Naa A ey ne at oolser EA 10 
Deposited with city treasurer for library fund....................... 3,916.34 
Cashion nang December 31, TSEI ccna 76.04 

USED), RS eR pe eet etc ne ieee Re $4,872.57 $4,872.57 


Segregation of above by libraries 


Cash on hand Disburse- Cash on hand 

Jan. 1, 1911 Receipts ments Dec. 31, 1911 
Central library ............. $38.95 $3,937.53 $3,936.92 $39.03 
Ballard 6.85 171.77 170.84 7.78 
Columbia 22.05)s.4.-2.... 4.96 81.15 82.44 3.67 
Fremont) (5s SS 6.07 89.04 88.70 6.41 
Green liake oo 8 cS". 7.62 136.74 139.25 5.11 
Lprversity: 22s ane 12.20 214.52 219.02 7.70 
West Seattle 20000000000... 7.84 157.33 158.83 6.34 


$84.49 $4,783.08 $4,796.53 $76.04 


pitta 


byes ets ai 


ae a eae JHE LIBRARY OF THE 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS” 


Publications of the Library © 
Sent free of charge on. application to : the Wibrary. 


Annual reports. 5th-9th, 13th-2ist. 1895-1899, 1903-1911. 


The ist, o6 and 8d reports were published in “Seattle municipal 
reports’’ for 1891, 1892, and 1893; the 4th, 10th, lith, and 12th were 
never printed; the 5th, 6th, 17th and 20th are out of print, 


Monthly bulletin. | ‘v. Ad, 67. _ Nov.1896-Dee. 1909, Jan.1905-Dec. 
1907. 


None were published Jan. 1901-Dec.1904: discontinued Dec, 1907. 
v.1, no.1, v.2, no.5, v.3, nos.1-12, v.4, nos. 1, 5. and 6 are out of print. 


Proceedings at the opening of the Seattle pubic Library bdulid- 
ing, December 19, 1906. 32 p. ; 
Out of print. : rae 

Periodicals currently received by the Seattle Public. Library and 
by the Library of the Ab eal alg of beigeld Pde BGs, 
1909. 30 p. Ed. 2. 1910. 31 p. | re: 

Scheme of library service. 1909. 4p. 
Also in 19th podem, ers 1909. 


| x FINDING LISTS 
English prose fiction. 1908. 126 p. 

Natural science. 1905. 34 p. Ste dy di os | 
Useful arts. 1905, 45 " TP eR aE ES eae dae on Ree fee manta, 
Fine arts, 1908. 64p. 0 ey ear ee ure 


REFERENCE LISTS 


These lists have Foun compiled nad printed to render pacity La gaciae 
he material in this library ow the various subjects. 


Subject list of Catholic books in ms Seattle Public Library. 


January 1909. 45 p. 


‘Published under the. ‘auspices’ of the Knights of ene Sy 
Seattle Council. Obtainable also at the library. 


Books relating to engraving. April 1909. 8p. 
List of books about birds. July 1909... -21.p. en 
Books of interest to Sunday-schoo! earkoras 1916. 16 p. 


- Published by the King County Sunday-school Association. Ob- 
tainable also at the library. : 
Municipal plans; a list. of books and references to perlodicals 

- in the Seattle Public. Library. Compiled by Katharine 
McMicken. Reference list no..1. Kon By 8) Mees soe Py 


“ Lp List of books for teachers. Compiled by Gertrude F. Hess. Ret- 


erence list no. 2. - ‘May ADIOS 2a Pes 
Pacific Northwest: a brief descriptive list of Bodies: with. sug: 

ts gested outline of study. Compiled by Katharine B. Audson. 
Reference list no. 3,. May 19100612: pis 


a Municipal government; ‘a list of books and potevousen to periodl: 


cals in the Seattle Public. baetee Referente list no, 4, 

January 1911°- 3ip, 

List of books for schoolroom libraries, grades 3.8. "School list 
no: is June 2911.27 po 

Christmas list of aie books - Ge children. November 1911, blo: ys Sa 


Shetier ee on Caan yeaa as po ae ae ebreciate edu 
- gardening, and Romientig: aU ures bare been cones ant 
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Twentieth Annual Report 
1910 


Seattle Public Library 


Hours of Opening 


Central Library 
Fourth Avenue and Madison Street 


Periodical, Reference, Open-shelf (or Circulation), and 
Newspaper rooms 


Week days- 9 a. m. to 10 p. m. 
Sundays and holidays 3 to 10 p. m. 
Circulating books are not issued on Sundays and 
holidays 


Children’s room 


School days 2 to 9p.m. 
Saturdays and during school vacations 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 


Art department 
Week days 9 a.m. to 10 p. m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 
On Sundays and holidays art books may be used 
in the Periodical room 


Branch Libraries 


Open from 2 to 9 p.m. except on 
Sundays and holidays 


Ballard 2026 Market St. 
Columbia - 4921 Rainier Blvd. 
Fremont 705 Blewett St. 
Green Lake E. Green Lake Blvd. and 4th Ave. N. BE. 
University 10th Ave. N. HE. and EH. 50th St. 
West Seattle College St. W. and 42d Ave, S. W. 


The use of the library for reading and reference is 
free to all. 3 

Any resident of Seattle may draw books from the 
library without charge on signing at the central library 
or at one of the branches the proper application and 
agreement. . 
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Twentieth Annual Report 


of the 


Seattle Public Library 


1910 


Press of 


Dearborn Printing Company, Seattle 


Library Board, 1910-1911 


The seven members of the Library Board are appointed by the 
Mayor, one member each year for a term of seven years. 


DANIEL: Diy ti REPETHEN( 2-2. ee Term expires April Ist, 1911 
CEPA SCP ROCHESTER 4. Ge es eect ere ee Term expires April Ist, 1912 
FREDERICK M. PADELFORD......................-- See Pas: oy Term expires April Ist, 1913 
(SEORGESE SW RIGH To, oe ee Pe ie oe, ede ee Term expires April Ist, 1914 
SAMUEL MIORRISON 22 5. eh a ee eee Term expires April Ist, 1915 
JACOB SCHAEFER .20.. Sree 2 atta eee Aariaeeen ae Term expires April Ist, 1916 
JAMES” MURPHY 20: 220 2 ls eee Term expires April Ist, 1917 


Officers of the Board 


GA: Ce JROCHESTER 4.27.2.) Ada ee ee eee Chairman 
GEORGE“ E.. (WRIGHT 32. 2 i ee eee ee Vice-Chairman 


The Librarian serves as secretary of the Board. 


Standing Committees 


Adminisiialions 352 eee ee oe Messrs. Morrison, WRIGHT, SCHAEFER 
Art Gallery and Museum.................... Messrs. SCHAEFER, PADELFORD, MuRPHY 
Bookstand- Periodicals] 5, 2. Messrs. PADELFORD, Morrison, WRIGHT 
Branches and Delivery Stations........ Messrs. TREFETHEN, MurPHy, PADELFORD 
Building and ‘Grounds... Messrs. Murpuy, SCHAEFER, [REFETHEN 
Pindnice.. Pee oe ens) emia ae Messrs. WRIGHT, TREFETHEN, Morrison 


The Chairman of the Board is ex officio a member of all committees. 
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To the Honorable, the Mayor, and City Council 
of Seattle. 


Gentlemen: The Library Board has the honor to 
transmit herewith the report of the Library Department for 


the year 1910. 
Respectfully 


G. A. C. ROCHESTER 


Chairman 
Seattle, Washington, January 1, 1911. 


Report of the Librarian 


To the Library Board of the City of Seattle. 


Gentlemen:— The following report on the work of the Seattle 
Public Library during the year ending December 31, 1910, is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

As marking the close of the second decade of the library’s his- 
tory, the report this year is given in somewhat different form. Several 
tables, graphic charts, and photographs illustrating the growth and 
work of the library have been included. It is hoped not only that 
these will serve as a record of progress, but that they will make 
the report more interesting and therefore more widely read. 
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Important items in the year’s work 


Marked progress along several different lines has been made 
during the past year. “The following items may be briefly noted here: 

The three new Carnegie branch libraries at Green Lake, Uni- 
versity, and West Seattle were completed and opened to the public 
during the summer. 

The library approach has been finished, the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh floors of the book stack have been completed, and venti- 
lating machinery has been installed in the attic and is in successful 
operation. 

Revised borrowers’ rules put in operation June Ist have proved 
popular. ‘These rules are printed as an appendix to this report. [hey 
extend the time limit on borrowed books from 14 to 28 days, reduce 
the daily fine for overdue books from 3 cents to 2 cents, and permit 
greater freedom in the number of books that may be drawn at one 
time. 

The record of circulation is 649,611, an increase of 69,905, 
in spite of the fact that since June Ist books have been issued for 
28 days instead of 14 days. 

Mr. Charles H. Compton, a graduate of the University of 
Nebraska and of the New York State Library School, was appointed 
reference librarian May Ist, succeeding Miss Mary Banks, re- 
signed. 

The initial steps have been made toward a technology division in 
the reference department and Mr. Claude S. Thompson, a graduate in 
Engineering from the University of Washington, has been placed in 
charge. 

The work with schools has been made a division of the chil- 
dren’s department and Miss Alice A. Blanchard, formerly in charge 
of the children’s work, was persuaded to return to Seattle to look 
after the school work. A separate room has also been set aside for 
the use of teachers. 

The annual meeting of the Pacific Northwest Library Associa- 
tion, held in Portland, Oregon, June 1, 2, and 3, was attended by 
several members of the library staff. 
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in U.S. Census 1910 
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218149 
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1910 
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460086 
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S76511 (city) 
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Dec. 31, 1910 
Dec. 31, 1910 
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Dec. 3}, 1910 
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Dec. 31, 1910 
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Summary 


The following table gives a summary of the operations of the 


library for the past year. The details of the work and complete 


tables of statistics are given in later pages. 


OD AS GT es ree 


Population (Federal ‘census. 1910) ..2:2...0.. 237,194 
Number. of: ‘volumes December: 31.0... eee 128,309 
Number of volumes added during the year.........0--200--e 22,007 
Number of periodicals received, including duplicates.................... 885 
Number of newspapers received, including duplicates................... 218 
Number of borrowers registered during the year...............--.--.-... 22,267 
Total ‘registration .December’ 3)... 2252 23. 41,963 
Percentage of population registered as borrowers......................- 18 
Circulation ‘of books for home use..221.40. 4.3.3 oe 649,61 1 
Circulationper capita. -204.../..22si ee 2.74 
Percentage of fiction circulation to total circulation........................ 65 
Number on staff December 31 (full time 87); total... 102 
Dax waters Antiee Bae bbs ete eee ee eee 5045 mills 
Fotal ‘ceceipis fromicity....o 4. oe ee $146,538.25 
Expenditures: for salaries 2.202). 4..c.20c0.0 eee 62,274.94 
* Expenditures “for books =.2: 85.24) ee 20,202.19 
Expenditures, for ‘ periodicals * 2.0.02... 2,041.08 
Expenditures ‘for binding: 222.005.3250 32 7,045.23 
Other.operating | expenses \ 20 ee ee 18,328.93 
Total regular expenses.25 3.8. oe 109,892.37 
Extraordinary- expenditures: 2s... 32 a ee 74,984.46 
Total “expenditures” 23.0 oe ete oe Se 184,876.83 


*In addition to the above amount, a special book fund of $6,000 was spent 


in equipping new branches. 
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Figures at bottom represent years: at side people or volumes 


Line A = Total circulation 

Line B = Population 

Line C = Volumes in library 
Line D - Registered borrowers 


Volumes in Library 


— 


Volumes in library 


Year 
189] 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 


Volumes 
6,567 
8,571 

11,048 
11,812 
12,307 
13,597 
13,316 
16,275 
17,579 
24.44] 
21,621 
33,843 
50,570 
53,511 
64,173 
73,883 
86,643 
94,982 
107,778 
128,309 


| 
| 


Figures at bottom represent years: at side volumes. 
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270000 
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90000 
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45000 
30000 
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Order Department 


The number of volumes in the library last year was reported as 114,928. 
In examining back records during the year, it was found that a difference of 
8,626 volumes existed between this count and the actual number, due chiefly to 
a duplication in the count from the shelf list record in the year 1902. The 
number of volumes according to the corrected figures should have been 106,302. 
During the past year, 24,035 volumes were added by purchase and 2,285 by 
gift, the latter being mostly government documents. The number withdrawn 
was 4,452, but 139 volumes reported lost were returned. ‘This leaves the net 
gain for the year 22,007 and the total number of volumes in the library on 
January |, 1911, 128,309. The amount spent for books during the year, in- 
cluding the cost of transportation, was $26,202.19. About $500 of this amount 
was spent for photographs and music and in filling out sets of documents. A 
beginning was made in obtaining technical and engineering periodicals, 583 
volumes having been added at an expense of $725. Sets of standard authors 
such as Scott, Dickens, and Thackeray, in good editions but inexpensive bind- 
ings, have been purchased for the reference shelves. It was found that these 
were frequently needed for reference use and that the circulating copies were 
usually out. 


ref a en Ne BN en Pore te es HELEN GRACIE 
UASSISICTI Oe Rete oh eit Ge es jee GERTRUDE H. CROCKER 
PASSTSIL Leone Mere eg ees iy E. Fay Woo sey 
IRs Pek, MexR 8S <A LE thn Dl YO tol, pu eC a I he ed MasBeL BUGHER 


Catalogue Department 


The number of books catalogued during the year was 24,441. The total 
number of cards filed in all catalogues was 122,892. These included 37,126 in 
the central library catalogues, 35,766 in the branch catalogues, and 50,000 in 
the Library of Congress depository catalogue. Of the 27,892 cards pre- 
pared and filed in our own catalogues, 20,256 were typewritten and 52,636 
were Library of Congress printed cards. 

The most extensive work of the year was the making of entire new cata- 
logues for the Columbia, Green Lake, and West Seattle branches. The cata- 
logues of the other three branches, Ballard, Fremont, and University, were re- 
turned to the central library and thoroughly revised. 

The use of Cutter book numbers, which was discontinued for all books about 
four years ago, has been resumed. 

A beginning has been made in classifying and cataloguing the large collec- 
tion of documents. 

The shelf listing was transferred from the order department to the cata- 
logue department. 

An experiment is being made in cooperation with the Library of the Uni- 


versity of Washington with a view of ascertaining the feasibility of making 
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entries in the catalogues of both libraries for important, rare, or expensive 
books to be found in one library but not in the other. 


Chief ie EAE a Ok eee ee Minnie M. OakLey 

Assistant cataloguers, Mrs. Jessie M. Boyp, HELEN GILLETTE, 
AGNES HANSEN 

TNR ee ee a er eee Mrs. Minna P. REESE 


Card “flere # Dee coos ert ae ae eer Dea Harriet C. ALLISON 
TBP USE Pee ce te eet ee C. IsaABELLE WHEELER 
Pagesnte ta eee i SN al se ee IMA BUGHER 


An estimate of the cost of purchasing and cataloguing a book, including 
labelling, gilding, card filing, and everything necessary to acquire a book and 
prepare it for use in this library, was made at the end of the year 1909 and 
again at the end of 1910. For 1909, the cost was 54c per volume, while for 
1910, an estimate on the same basis showed the cost to be 40c per volume. This 
reduction in cost is due to two causes: first, the elimination of certain non- 
essentials in the process, and second, the largely increased number of books 
prepared in 1910 because of the opening of three new branch libraries, the as- 
sistants having made strenuous efforts to have these books ready for the opening 


days at the respective branches. 


Deposit Stations 


The circulation of books through the deposit stations has been 2,540 for 
the year 1910. 

The agencies used for this purpose were 21 fire stations, the Jewish Set- 
tlement House, Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. summer camps, and the 
Y. W. C. A. Fifth Avenue cottage. 

Files of magazines have also been sent to seven Seattle Electric car barns. 

Pressure of other work prevented the starting of general deposit station 


work during 1910. It is expected that a good beginning will be made on 
this work in 1911. 
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Children’s Room, Central Library 


The circulation of books from the central children’s room for 1910 was 
87,114. This is a decrease over 1909 of 3,618, due largely to the opening of 
the new branches and the change in the rules, which now allow a borrower to 
keep his books four weeks. It is also partly due to the unusually large circula- 
tion for 1909, which showed an increase of 14,573 over the preceding year. 
The fiction percentage is 60.7. 1482 new borrowers were registered during the 
year, and 577 re-registered. As cards are issued for two years, the total num- 
ber of borrowers’ cards in force on January |, 1911, was 4,444. 

For two years a Boys’ Reading Circle has been conducted with an attend- 
ance for 1910 of 645. In October, the older boys were organized into a Library 
Branch of the Boy Scouts. The membership is about thirty and the attendance 
for the seven meetings held in 1910 was 164. The boys are expected to read 
and review certain books which are assigned them, make out lists of books on 
special subjects, and debate on topics related to out-door life and athletics. Mr. 
Clark, supervisor of the Ballard playground, has met with the boys one night 
a week, giving them instruction in the duties and requirements of a scout. 

An exhibit of books suitable for children’s Christmas gifts was held during 
December and lists of the books were distributed. The booksellers report a 
largely increased sale of the books recommended. 

There is a keen interest in the work of the children’s department as evinced 
by the fact that many adults accompany the children. This interest has been 
stimulated by the talks given to mothers’ clubs and other educational organiza- 
tions during the year. One of the most interesting of the activities of the 


central children’s room is the story hour. (See following page.) 
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Story-hour Group on Collins Playground 


During the past year stories have been told to 14,039 people. ‘The atten- 
dance at the story hours in the branch libraries was 5,181. At the central 
library the story hour attendance was 4,355. Two story hours were held each 
week at the central library and at the West Seattle branch, one for the 
younger children, and one for the older boys and girls who were told stories 
from the Norse mythology. Stories were told by library assistants in schools, 
parks, playgrounds, and other outside agencies to 4,503 people. 

Story telling was only a part of the library’s work on the playgrounds. At 
the Collins, Beacon Hill, and Rogers playgrounds small libraries were con- 
ducted two days a week, at which 750 children registered as borrowers and 
4,291 books were circulated. These libraries were open from the middle of 
June to the first of September. It is hoped to enlarge this work the coming 


year and to establish library centers on at least two more play fields. 


Superintendent of Children’s Department............ GERTRUDE ANDRUS 


SCHOOLS DIVISION 


EF Cad 57 ey ote ee Aes ad Auice A. BLANCHARD 
Assistant et tne ke ae eva chen tea ee CHARLOTTE S. BEsT 


CENTRAL CHILDREN’S ROOM 


Childrens abrarianir ost) 2 etn en AucusTa ANDERSON 
Assistant, go nen th eee ee se Tee eee AppiE J. PHINNEY 
AL SSiStGNL 2h yore css gine a eee a ee ee ee LLWELLYN RoBERTS 
Assistant (part sime)e- ao ee eee HELEN SHELTON 


Pate nse SS 2 iene ih te ee ee ee Otis Hancock 
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Teachers’ Room, Central Library 


The work with schools has its headquarters in the teachers’ room on the 


mezzanine floor of the central library. Since September 1, when an assistant 
was engaged to devote her entire time to this work, the room has been made 
more useful than was previously possible. It is now attractively furnished as a 
reading room and the increasing use of it by the teachers is a gratifying comment 
upon the new arrangement. 

The room contains a duplicate reference set of the books used for school- 
room libraries, a vertical file of clippings and multigraphed poems for school 
use, a set of courses of study from representative cities in the United States, 
and upon the tables book lists, educational catalogues, announcements, and similar 
material. 

The figures for the year show an increase in the use of the sets of books 
loaned as school-room libraries. The circulation of these books reached 47,987, 
a gain of 2,865 over the circulation in 1909. 508 libraries have been sent 
out as against 456 in 1909. 420 school rooms were supplied with libraries dur- 
ing the year. The number of books in the collection has been increased this 
year by a net gain of 654 volumes, making a total on January |, I9II, of 
15,586 volumes. This number includes 4,271 books, added in 1903 for teachers’ 
use, which are still sent in sets to the principals’ offices in the grade schools. 

It is impossible, without a larger collection of books, to send more than 
twenty books in a school-room library. This is to be regretted ‘since the 
average number of children in a room is forty-two and the school-room li- 
braries, with but few exceptions, go to districts remote from other distributing 
centers of the library. 


16 SEATTLE PUBLIC- LIBRARY 


Open-shelf Room, Central Library 


This room occupies the southern end of the main floor. The urgent 
need for easy access to a larger number of books has been met during the 
past year by the addition of six cases of shelving, which accommodate 6,000 
books, making the present book capacity of the room 20,000 volumes. ‘The 
room seats 90 people. 

In the circulation department, including the stack and open-shelf collec- 
tions, there are 39,839 volumes, a net gain of 3,127 volumes during the year. 
The circulation from this department was 270,473, an increase of 7,531 over 
the preceding year. Since June I, 1910, the majority of the books have been 
issued for 28 instead of 14 days. ‘The statistics of circulation would show 
a much larger increase if the time limit had not been extended. 

During 1910 there were 7,941 new borrowers registered, there being 25,- 
397 cards in force to date in this department. (Cards are issued with a two- 
year time limit.) 

A more liberal service to the public has been made possible through a 
revision of the library rules. A reduction in fines, an increase in book privi- 
leges, and an extension in the time which books may be kept are the salient 
changes. (In Appendix D, p. 44, the rules are given in full.) 


Superintendent of circulation......CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH WALLACE 

Firsh assisioni ee ee ee ee eee ETHEL R. SAWYER 

Seconds assistant. Mrs. MarcaretT MEYDENBAUER 

Assistants, FERNE HANKINS, JOANNA Histop, BLANCHE JOSSELYN, 
Mrs. D. Z. McCLeLLAND, FLORENCE E. McLaAucGH.in, 
Avara R, Proctor, FANNIE E. ReyNotps, Mary Roe, 
Laura F. WoopsriDGE 


Telephoneroperdior#: 3 he oe MartuHa E. FREEMAN 
Watchman and -collectop ec Ae eae tee W. C. YounG 
Head-pate ox) not iad ee ued Re eee ee rene Epona NIcoi 


Pages, GeorceE BusH (part time), Frank E. McLaucuH_in, 
RussEL PETERSON, Oscar RENTZSCH. 
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Figures at bottom represent years at side volumes 


Line T = Total circulation 
Line A = Adult circulation 
Line J = Juvenile circulation 


1895 - City appropriation only $250: borrowers charged 
fee March - December 

i901= Library destroyed by fire 

1905 = Library building moved 
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Reference Room, Central Library 


The reference room has a seating capacity of 90 and the shelves contain 
about 8,000 volumes. The reference department book collection consists of 
about 34,000 volumes, of which about 11,500 are bound volumes of periodicals, 
while 10,000 volumes are United States, state, and foreign documents. The ap- 
pointment during the year of Mr. Claude S. Thompson, a graduate of the 
School of Mines of the University of Washington, as a special technology assist- 
ant, has added greatly to the efficiency of the reference department. Mr. 
Thompson makes the selection of technical books for both the circulation and 
reference departments and visits the factories and shops in order better to in- 
form himself as to what books are needed. A collection of trade catalogues of 
manufacturing and engineering firms has aided in this technology work. 

With but few exceptions the women’s clubs of the city have sent their 
programs to the reference department and a card index of references to the 
topics in these programs has been prepared and is considerably used by the club 
members. A little newspaper advertising has resulted in increasing perceptibly 
the telephone information service of the reference department. Students from the 
high schools and from the State University make extensive use of the library for 
debate work. 

The library is a depository for United States Government documents. Of 
these, the publications of the Department of Agriculture and the Geological 
Survey are in greatest demand. The recently acquired card catalogue of the 
publications of the state agricultural experiment stations and the cataloguing 
this year of the publications of the Geological Survey and the Smithsonian 
Institution have made all of this material much more useful to the public. 

Two book lists, entitled “Books for Teachers” and “Municipal Govern- 
ment,” have been compiled during the year. (See inside of back cover.) 


Reference librarian....... eA TS Stead Ea CuHar_Les H. Compton 
Assistant reference librarian...............----- Mrs. GERTRUDE F. HEss 
Lechnolosylibyariane) ons ey CLaupbE S. THOMPSON 
Reference-aliendant- ee FLORENCE WHITE 


Pages, ALFRED D. CAMERON, J. Douctas RosAAEN, WALTER SHUEY 
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Fine Arts Department, Central Library 


During 1910 the art department showed an encouraging growth. The 
increased allowance of $900 for books and $500 for music and pictures _per- 
mitted the purchase of material which, although badly needed, had hitherto been 
considered too expensive. The new music includes operas, collections of songs, 
folk music, and piano music, about 200 volumes in all. Pictures were ordered 
from the Detroit Publishing Company and include photographs of English cathe- 
drals, California missions, American Indians, their arts and industries, photo- 
gravures of paintings by American artists, and three large albums of colored 
photographs of architecture and scenery in England, France, and Italy. 

Reference work increased along all lines and the addition of these books 
and pictures enabled the department to do work that was practically impos- 
sible a year ago. 

A list on municipal plans was printed in April for distribution during 
the architectural exhibition. Work along municipal art lines continued through 
the year and many requests for the list have been received. Many other lists 
were also prepared for the use of teachers and clubs. 

Circulation statistics have been somewhat affected both by the extension 
of time from 14 to 28 days on circulating books, and by the limitation of 
renewals. 


TOTALS FOR: 1910 


PA iencancewc seer ak ae et a eh 26,88 | 
Circulation, of books‘ and periodicals =. -_.0.22. cc. -n-cssecee-cent- ons 10,256 
Gircitlationscote pictires” toi. eres ee th ea 1,849 


*Including 1,129 circulated by special arrangement and not included in the 
statistics given elsewhere in this report. 


CLA CT Ee Si ees la: ESP hE SREY Wan KATHARINE McMIcKEN 
PSY STAMISSISI CTU ee ae, ek ee ee Loe Poe Oo ANNIE H. CaLHouNn 
Assistants (part time)........ Ouive E. BETTINGER, JOHN W. LANE 


20 SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 


Periodical Room, Central Libeare 


The attendance in the periodical room last year exceeded 200,000. It is 
a common sight to see every chair occupied. 

There are 476 periodicals on file in the libraries, or 885 including dupli- 
cate copies. The number of loans of circulating periodicals was 22,106, an in- 
crease of 4,280. A new feature in the year’s work was the use of newspaper 
and magazine clippings in debate work. The clipping was limited to new or local 
subjects not yet treated in books or magazines and to supplementary articles on 
questions of current political or national interest. Material that could be ob- 
tained in no other way has thus been supplied to students. 

The periodical room on the top floor and the newspaper room on the 
ground floor are both under the supervision of the periodical department. 

The newspaper room with a seating capacity of 98 had an attendance of 
220,815. The number of newspapers on file was 192; including duplicates, 218. 

Miss Katherine B. Judson, the head of the department, was granted leave 
of absence for post-graduate study in history at the University of Washington 
for the academic year 1910-11. 


AGUAS Chighs <a Ee ret hae oe eee Marion D. THum 
Referencevatlendgitt > et oe ee ME.iie ALEXANDER 
Reference attendant (part time) ..................2020020----- MiLiarp Roya 
Custodian :of ‘newspapers 00 ee eee ALFRED J. VILLARS 
Sunday newspaper custodian (part lime)..................2.---- J. W. Twiss 


Pages strut. CUS beta eit SY ince ee an eee Oe FreD HayNeEs 
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Ballard Branch Library 
2026 Market Street 


Open daily from 2 p. m. to 9 p. m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 


The Ballard Branch building was acquired in July, 1907, when Ballard 
was annexed to the city. The building cost $15,000, donated by Mr. Carnegie, 
and the lot is 100 x 100 feet. 


The main floor contains the loan lobby with the adult and juvenile reading 
rooms, the librarian’s office, and a small reference room. The boiler room oc- 
cupies the basement, and on the second floor are two small lecture rooms and 
an auditorium seating 124 people. The building is too small for the size of 
the community dependent upon it for library service. 

There were 7,268 volumes in the Branch collection January |, 1911, of 
which 1,488 were added during 1910. The circulation during 1910 was 56,527, 
of which 30,333 was juvenile. The average monthly circulation was 4,710 and 


the percentage of fiction circulated was 69. 


There were 967 new borrowers registered during 1910; 447 adult and 
520 juvenile. There are now 3,292 persons drawing books from this Branch. 


Thirty story hours were held during the year with a total attendance of 
2,968, the average being 98. 


Sane LDLGTign Lope Seale See weed, ELIZABETH ROBINSON 
Children se ibroriqne. 2 ete ae se ee ee a Lucia STOLL 
t aveed DUrbt litte eee ne ae aes oh ae CLARENCE LINSTROM 
fe rderu( Pariatinic) oe ah ets Aes BERNICE DUCKERING 


Jantirvesss 2 Ea ae TS EE Mrs. EpvirH STRANNE 
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Columbia Branch Library 
4921 Rainier Boulevard 


Open daily from 2 p. m. to 9. p. m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 


This branch was opened in June, 1909, in the old Columbia 
City Hall, residents of Rainier Valley having secured the use of this 
building rent free for library purposes. [he room was redecorated 
and is now very attractive. 

During the year 1,194 books were added to the collection and 
there are now 2,678 volumes in the Branch. 

The number of books and magazines taken out for home use 
during 1910 was 25,562, of which 12,007 were juvenile. The 
average monthly circulation was 2,130, and the fiction percentage 73. 

There were 487 new borrowers registered during 1910, of 
whom 241 were juvenile. The total number of borrowers is now 


1269. 
One story hour was held in October, the attendance being 297. 


Bratichs tbrarianss oe ee ee a ee ee FANNIE DUuDCEON 
Pani b ess 2 5S io eee ae nope eee ee Mrs. HINCHEY 
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Fremont Branch Library 


705 Blewett Street 


Open daily from 2 p. m. to 9 p. m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 


This branch, opened in 1905, occupies a second-floor room at 


the corner of Blewett St. and Fremont Ave. During 1910 changes 
in the arrangement of the shelving and an improved approach have 


added to its convenience and attractiveness. 

During the past year 687 books were added, making 4,872 
volumes in the Branch collection at the end of the year. ‘The circu- 
lation for the year was 28,575, of which 12,680 was juvenile. The 
circulation shows an increase of 2,988 over 1909. ‘The average 
monthly circulation for 1910 was 2,381, and the percentage of fic- 
tion circulated, 73. 

There were 519 new borrowers registered during 1910, of 


whom 240 were juvenile. The total number of borrowers is now 


1836. 


USTGNCHULLULALION at Se 6 eee Emma K, McCuLLoucH 
agilressg Powe el) | mass lal det Se ee Mrs. JOHNSON 
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Green Lake Branch Library 
East Green Lake Boulevard and Fourth Avenue Northeast 


Open daily from 2 p. m. to 9 p. m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 


The former temporary building, opened October 9, 1905, was maintained 
until April 12, 1910. This building was first opened to the public July 31, 
1910. The site was given by residents of Green Lake, the city paying $1,000 
for additional ground. The lot is now 125 x 110 feet. The building cost 
$37,749.90, of which Mr. Carnegie gave $35,000. Somervell & Cote were the 


architects, chosen by competition. 


The main floor contains the loan lobby, open-shelf room (31 x 45 feet), 
adult and juvenile reading rooms (each 30 x 40 feet), librarian’s office, and 
staff lunch and rest room. In the basement are the auditorium, story-hour room, 
work room, and boiler room. 


The number of volumes in the Branch on January |, 1911, was 6,951, of 
which 3,127 were added during the year 1910. The circulation for 1910 was 
37,049 volumes, of which 20,605 were juvenile books. The average monthly 
circulation for the five months in the new building was 5,437. The percentage 
of fiction circulated was 66. One story hour was held in December with an 
attendance of 190. There are 2,186 borrowers. 


The auditorium seats 200 people and is used regularly by the Green Lake 
Business Men’s Club, by the women’s clubs, and by other local organizations. 


Branchotibrarianc = ee ee Mayme A. BaTTERSON 
Childrenswlibrarign ee eee LouretTtTa C. CoLe 
Page (part, dine) oss Or 0 oe ieee re ees Joe Dopp 
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University Branch Library 
Tenth Avenue Northeast and East Fiftieth Street 


Open daily from 2 p. m. to 9 p. m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 


The new building was opened for work with the public August 6, 1910, 
the Branch having been maintained in temporary quarters in the University M. 
E. Church from 1906 until the end of July, 1910. The site for the Carnegie 
building was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Watson Allen, the size of the lot being 
160x200 feet. The building cost $38,935.87, of which Mr. Carnegie gave 
$35,000. Somervell & Cote were the architects, chosen by competition. 

The main floor contains the loan lobby, open-shelf room (31 x 45 feet), adult 
and juvenile reading rooms (each 30x 40 feet), the librarian’s office, and the 
staff lunch and rest room. In the basement are the auditorium, story-hour room, 
work room, and boiler room. ‘ 

There were 7,631 volumes in the Branch at the end of the year, 3,231 
having been added during the year. The circulation for home use was 44,107, 
of which 20,336 was juvenile. For the five months in the new building, the 
average monthly circulation was 4,642 (compared with an average of 2,295 
for the corresponding months of 1909 in the old building). The percentage of 
fiction circulated was 64. 

There are now 2,555 borrowers, 1,059 new borrowers having been registered 
during 1910. Of these, 620 were adult and 439 juvenile. 


Weekly story hours have been held since September, the average attendance 


being 79 and the largest, 220. 


Brinch tibrariantecatno ot ees ee Mrs. Mary W. DENNIS 
Giildrentsutibrariansr..20) 20 rae tk ee KATHERINE SHEA 
Teagan Gparioiine) a i A ne ea a eS Wotcott DENNIS 
IgaVeR(Daripiinic wastes arer = woe Be ee cea SL: Hiram HastTIncs 
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West Seattle Branch Library 


College Street West and Forty-Second Avenue Southwest 


Open daily from 2 p. m. to 9 p. m. 
Closed Sundays and holidays 


The West Seattle branch opened for the circulation of books July 25, 1910. 
The site was the gift of Mr. U. R. Niesz and other residents, the lot being 
156x115 feet. The building cost $38,344.48, of which Mr. Carnegie gave 
$35,000. Somervell & Coté were the architects, chosen by competition. 

The main floor contains the loan lobby, open-shelf room (31x45 feet), 
the adult and juvenile reading rooms (each 30x 40 feet), the librarian’s office, 
and the staff lunch and rest room. The West Seattle branch has no auditorium, 
but there is a story-hour room in the basement, in addition to the work room and 
boiler room. 

On January I, 1911, there were 5,546 books in the collection, 2,476 having 
been added since the opening of the Branch. 

Since the opening of the Branch, 19,931 books and magazines were taken 
out; of these, 9,888 were juvenile. For the five full months, the average monthly 
circulation was 3,848, and the percentage of fiction issued, 66. 

There have been 835 new borrowers registered at the Branch since its 
opening, and many borrowers’ cards also have been transferred from the cen- 
tral library. There are now 984 persons borrowing from this Branch. 

A regular weekly story hour was held: during November and December 
with a total attendance of 687. ‘The largest attendance at any one time was 
190 and the average was 85. ‘The stories told one week are fairy tales for 
little children, and on the alternate week the older boys and girls listen to Norse 
myths. 


Branch alibrariantl se a ee ee DorotHy HuRLBERT 
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Interior View—West Seattle Branch 


The above photograph shows the children’s room in the foreground, the 
open-shelf room at the rear, and the adult reading room beyond the lobby. On 
the preceding page will be found a floor plan of this same building. The other 
two new branches, at Green Lake and University, are very similar in floor plan 
and interior arrangement. All furniture, including the delivery desk and the 
unit wall shelving, was manufactured by the Library Bureau. Both furniture 
and wood work are of quartered oak, stained light brown with a slight greenish 
tone. The plastered walls are tinted with kalsomine in olive buff. The floors 
are of reinforced concrete covered with brown battleship linoleum. In the West 
Seattle branch indirect lighting fixtures have been installed. These may be seen 
in the above illustration. Thus far they have given excellent satisfaction though 
the cost for current is a trifle more than with direct lighting. In this system no 
direct light sources or bright spots are visible. “Temporary fixtures were installed 
at the other two branches until these indirect lights could be tested at the West 
Seattle branch. Steam heat was installed in all three buildings. 

In exterior appearance the buildings are quite different. The West Seattle 
branch is constructed of hollow terra cotta blocks faced with red paving brick, with 
roof of blue slate. The Green Lake branch is built of common brick with gray 
stucco finish and the roof is of flat red tile. The University branch is entirely of 
hollow terra cotta blocks with cement stucco finish covered with cream colored 
cement paint, the roof being of green mission tile. The use of hollow terra cotta 
blocks made it possible to secure much larger buildings than are ordinarily ob- 
tained for the amount of money spent on these branches. With this construction 
the interior plaster is applied directly to the terra cotta blocks. The buildings 
are practically fireproof. 
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The Future 


During the coming year it is hoped that the various items of 
construction and repair work now under way or contemplated may 
be completed. These will include the erection of electroliers on the 
approaches at the central library, the setting of shrubbery on the 
grounds at the Ballard, Green Lake, and West Seattle branches 
and also at the central library, the painting of the interior walls of 
the central building, and the installation of new lighting fixtures in 
order to replace the inefficient Nernst lamps with Tungsten. Early in 
1911 it is hoped that a beginning will be made in deposit station 
work. [his was postponed last year because of the pressure of other 
undertakings. 

The Librarian wishes to urge again the importance of 
branch libraries for such districts as East Yesler Way, Queen Anne, 
Fremont, Capitol Hill, Interbay, East Madison, Rainier Beach, 
South Park, Georgetown, and Youngstown. 

At the central library it is hoped that the room now occupied 
by the Washington State Art Association may be made available 
this year for use as a reading room. ‘This additional space is needed. 
The photographs in this report give sufficient indication of the pres- 
ent crowded condition of the central library and emphasize our claim 
that the enlargement of the central library building should not long be 
postponed. 

Our most urgent plea is still for more books. An annual cir- 
culation of 650,000 volumes with a stock of only 130,000 books 
makes it impossible to give the patrons of the library the service to 
which we believe they are entitled. [his need of more books is felt 
most keenly in the adult circulation department at the central library 
where last year 270,000 volumes were loaned from a collection of 
40,000 books. A special fund of several thousand dollars could be 
used to excellent advantage in restocking this collection. More books 
are also needed at the various branches and for the school-room 
libraries. 

Respectfully submitted 
JupDson T. JENNINGS 
Librarian 
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Appendix A 
Library Staff, December, 1910* 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


Lribrartanie gx cee et AR ee ee ee Jupson T. JENNINGS 
We UATE | (oy ptteee Mb WS Oc ee Ae chica Rae Rta Sone Mie eae ele ees Ae A) 08 EY JEANNE A. BowMAN 
Dtbrantan's secretary 25 ote as ek oe ee EFFIE LouIsE CHAPMAN 
HEADQUARTERS BRANCH DEPARTMENT 
Superintendent 0f wbranchesn 22 yee ee ee JosEPHINE G. TABER 
SA Sst laRL AS sie ee ee EE We MR SD Marcar—ET D. HaArGRAVE 
Al SSAC TE co Be ee Wate a ae ars en ee Auice F. KITTREDGE 
Wh esS CRU Cr sock en et eR Oe ie a teh GERARD FITZMAURICE 
BINDERY DEPARTMENT 
FSOr CGN Co RNa A EG sont pens ey ene ere Harry W. Hype 
Forward ef sh2 2 eo oe ste © FO eee ere ee Ss eae Louis OPsAHL 
Fi OrWard er eco 8 na ee et ee ee WiLL ConraD 
VA SSISTQIEL soo sons Seana eh ee Se eae eek WILLIAM FISHER 
Silchersa eg cs ee age ee ee eee MINNIE BurRNs 
SHICheh Lats an wee a deee ieee EEA, Sid Sa Si oe EmMMA McGonacLe 
Stitcher’. wa Ue Ae ee cana et Oe ae ene ee BERTHA BREKKE 
MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
Chief entineer io he or Bae ee ee en ey ee Harry R. Rocers 
Assistant engineer. o22 51 ee Sa ee oe JoHn H. Coke 
Elevalormans. Sos ee es ee ce C. G. OyrsTon 
Wight watchman esa ee ee ee James LONNEY 
| GRU Be SB OE ee OE ae We a eee ee E. B. Parsons 
Janitor eed oP Be eo Ns ae A. B. Dickson 
Clearepseaehck an: ei tenet eon ee a Mrs. N. Bercer, Mrs. B. Haynes, 


Mrs. O. B. Jones, Mrs. W. H. O’CoNNELL, YULAH MarTIN 
On December 31, 1910, the staff included 102 persons, of whom 87 were 


working full time and 15 part time. 


Apprentice Class 


The course of training for the apprentice class closed April Ist, with the 
following eight members finishing the required work: Mellie K. Alexander, 
Ferne Hankins, Florence McLaughlin, Ella McQuin, Martha Phillips, Katherine 
Shea, Lucia Stoll, E. Fay Woolsey. Six of these have been appointed to full 
time positions on the staff. 

Lectures and quizzes with final examinations were given in order and acces- 
sion work, classification, cataloguing and shelf-listing, general literature, refer- 
ence work, children’s work, art books, periodicals, handwriting and typing, with 


practice work in all departments of the library. 


*The remainder of the staff are listed under their respective departments else- 
where in this report. 
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Appendix C—Table 2 


Financial Statement 


Available library fund balance in city 


treasury>“January lo 1910402 a. $ 54,323.26 
December, 1909, bills payable in Janu- 
ary, 1910, from above balance.......... 20,784.11 
Balance worwlo 10 or ae ee ers ge $ 33,539.15 
RECEIPTS 
Cibrary~ collections 2.5 Se $ 3,723.00 
Licenses, fines, and fees...........................- 43,259.82 
Paxes ooo oe ce ns gece ee eee 99,555.43 
$146,538.25 
Refund on 1908 county taxes on Green 
Lake-“property 2 tec ot eed 
From Andrew Carnegie on account of 
branchidibraries.2c0 ent ee at 32,872.00 
diotal-receipts:. - iy Wane $179,411.56 
Total available fund for 1910...... $212,950.71 
EXPENDITURES 
Central library 
labrary. stafipayrollece= = a $ 43,341.33 
Building payroll 22 ee eee 7,354.03 
Five] 3822 so ee a se ee 1,239.88 
laightsand* power.nciee tes eee a 2,093.95 
Wrater Sie eo ore wee aire 266.65 
helephones 2. sa te see he eee 124.75 
Insurance co et ee eee 171.90 
Repairs” and alterations: 2... 20. .2- Ober O 
General:expensé= 2.73.2 eh 430.05 


$ 56,574.24 
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Financial Statement — Continued 


Branch libraries 


Payroll (including janitors) _................ $ 11,579.58 
Batre pe eee hohe a ek ee og ne ial 
PerGneand *POWer <2 22h o cers. Soak oe OPA PR 
Du ntereeeees tere te eo ieee, 142.60 
ect eilones tester ee sg en ees 97.85 
Resrance mite nts ee ef ee 227,20 
(TD LS ogee US Sa Ae ot a OE SE 525.00 
Wray Agente fe ee to ae Be 203.62 
Seenieralt ekDENS€ ee.c5— oases sec ks ese 1,949.13 

$ 15,803.46 

General and undivided expenses 

RSM LINO EUUITCS es ag tote eas 2a eS Pe 9/40 
Furniture, fittings, and fixtures.................. 15,674.79 
Stationery, printing, and supplies............ 4,334.02 
Pedra Ante DIApS =" set gh 26,202.19 
Periodicals and newspapers...................... 2,041.08 
binderyspayroll son pee Sek ee 6,040.58 
RaNClcry SUDP lesa: tree oo ee en 1,004.65 


Total maintenance 


$ 56,274.67 


Central building and grounds 


PA MGEGACH CS eto oe Se cee ee PE $ 8,027.79 
ROK See fo bes tS Sk ee 7,000.00 
eeritratnice system, 25) ee ee 2,461.50 
SET EN pig eae Ree el iain a ea 206.00 
iapraving? crounas 20s ee es ee 146.35 
Miscellaneous building expenses .............. SPA 


$ 17,934.59 


Branch buildings and grounds 


SAAT Se oe kee LO ingen eyo 1,422.60 
CSVECHELSARG re es Swe ee ne? 11,428.46 
lerinversitys a ete os ee. Fose. 2 13,607.90 
AV asthe attics: mee 6 ret et es pee 11,800.91 
pL esleriel riangle, hom ve ea ee, 30.00 


Total buildings and grounds.......... 


$ 38,289.87 


Balance in fund January 1, 1911 


erat tees Tab Men tes $128,652.37* 


a7, 


$ 56,224.46 $184,876.83 


$ 28,073.88 


*This amount includes $12,760 for furnishings and $6,000 special book fund 


for three new branches opened in 1910. 
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Appendix C—Table 3 


Library Collections 


The collections at the central library and branches and the dis- 


position made of them are shown in the following recapitulations 


from the library cash book: 


RECEIPTS 
Gashson-hand= January iz lichY TO eo ak eee $ 80.60 
Reserve postal s fe feseiha se cetera 6 8 Pde ee 90.44 
Pay ‘collection -of duplicate bookssi2 0. hon ee. 432.52 
Lost: books pardifor:n 3 so ie ee a ere 214.48 
‘Temporarysdeposits <0. Sr a i ed ae 170.94 
Five-dollar:deposits_-2..0 28 cn eR ee 555.00 
Non-resident membership fees.....................2..-.-2-.02-200eeeeeeeeeeeee 28.00 
F ines: for: overdue: books: a... ee eee 2,944.01 
Sale of old furniture, newspapers, and scrap iron.................. 113.50 
Refunds on book and periodical orders.....................000..--..---- yD 
Refund for drayage on books.............00.000000..... Penneonteea th QAP? tie 2.60 
Payment for rebinding damaged books..............0..000000-...... 50 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Refands’ for: lestibooks returned. \).3 es a ee Seb 7, 
Temporary deposits refunded: 0 23.0. ee 164.67 
Five-dollar ‘deposits refunded:2 0-3 Sea 602.00 
Fines refunded 3:2 se coe es See ee eee 5.38 
Deposited with city treasurer for library fund... 3,723.00 
Cash onvhand: December: 315-19 10:23 hie ee es 84.49 
Sota ite A ee Cee a A ae ad eee ae oe $4,637.81 $4,637.81 
Segregation of above by libraries 
Cash balances Z Disburse- Cash bal. 
Jan. 1, 1910 Receipts ments Dec. 31, 1910 
Centrali@library ese es eee $ 49.23 $3,939.63 $3,949.91 $ 38.95 
Ballard: 25.5: see es, 151.59 150.49 6.85 
Cohimbiay cen eee ee ee 4.72 69.14 68.90 4.96 
Premontien 205 sce eee 6.18 99.14 SES) 6.07 
Greentduake: ve sks Hae nea 6.60 78.59 They: 7.62 
University? 22 ee 8:12 182.78 178.70 12.20 
Westiseattlezn ee. ree ara 36.34 28.50 7.84 
$80.60 $4,557.21 $4,553.32 $ 84.49 
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Exp enditures 


Figures at bottom represent years: at side dollars. 
Line A= Total expenditures. 
Line B= Expenditures for maintenance. 
Line C= Expenditures for buildings and grounds. 
1902 -First expenditure for construction of permanent 
buildings. 
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Appendix C—Table 6 


Record of revenues from each source by months and 
years, beginning January 1, 1903 


Taxes 
1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 

January.....$ 412.63 8,24 243 1,117.99 2,053.78 1,622.19 10,966.59 
February.... 4.07 2.01 1,282.45 35.22 37,94 150.00 6,604.07 178.48 
Maroh....... 17.47 78 6,061.90 8,119.36 5,029.81 8,851.98 10,484.59 8,060.42 
Aprile css. 7.15 1.25 4,287.57 18,202.10 9,748.06 18,654.18 20,006.97 29,276.06 
MAY. cocceses 7.88 1,93 1,456.20 10,904.00 9,785.90 11,820.04 13,934.07 15,051.60 
VUNG sie: ain1s sio1e 13.40 2.24 1,052.85 4,190.20 3,190.41 9,691.23 11,154.38 11,403.69 
JOLY. recreee 9.67 1.63 916.73 3,423.26 3,208.48 6,183.28 8,362.42 6,070.85 
August...... 9.52 3.02 257.33 980.98 1,326.00 5,907.89 6,539.74 7,688.37 
September... 7.39 2.44 122,36 326.68 209.18 1,263.17 2,890.36 3,047.97 
October..... 2.54 —.05 95.60 326.14 180.63 726.15 943.49 1729507 
November.... 18.72 2,08 217.09 604.02 366.85 848.88 1,101,24 1,143.55 
December.... 60 59 908.50 2,861.96 1,872.78 4,638.07 4,835.03 5,049.78 

Total $ 511.04 26.16 15,659.01 61,091.91 37,009,82 70,257.06 86,856.36 99,555.43 

Licenses, Fines and Fees 

January.....$ 1,944.38 2,965.72 2,467.03 2,409.86 2,556.47 3,073.93 2,548.79 2,423.64 
February.... 2,285.29 2,339.28 2,383.67 2,117.28 3,000.37 2,076.29 2,252.00 2,606.47 
March... ..cc. erorece 2 899.51 2,636.80 3,243.91 3,358.74 3,497.55 3,040.88 3,133.14 
April....se. 2,286.95 2,196.04 1,851.61 2,076.46 2,987.23 3,457.14 2,812.42 2,879.20 
1 bs Pree F 2,236.60 1,784.53 1,760.28 2,014.33 3,251.40 4,693.63 4,636.47 4,678.56 
June...eeeee 1,869.66 2,083.66 2,085.57 3,029.04 6,712.89 4,168.83 4,337.44 4,211.55 
Dub Varese ces 1,968.17 1,763.10 2,235.53 2,278.53 3,248.22 3,439.30 3,110.23 2,760.17 
August...... 2,330.47 2,217.50 1,891.76 Dy osiwece 2,737.75 2,534.13 2,084.55 2,356.93 
September... £,736.70 3,105.75 3,100,81 3,386.23 4,273.28 4,078.65 4,010.36 4,363.86 
October....-. 3,267.88 3,445.02 3,701.36 4,280.91 4,778.42 4,719.49 4,6W6.12 4,775.14 
November.... 3,475.62 3,821.14 3,832.20 4.640.96 4,775.81 4,828.09 4,480.09 4,853.34 
December.... 3,523.75 3,490.67 3,538.81 4,104.92 4,441.51 3, 886.55 4,095.20 4,207.82 

Total $30,163.29 32,101.91 31,485.42 35,419.71 45,122.09 45,453.58 41,714.55 43,259.82 

Library and Miscellaneous Colleotions 

January.....¢ 113.00 127.72 141.60 319.00 286.97 531.00 366.00 350.31 
February.... 103.00 115.00 140.10 164.72 225.75 450.00 360.00 361.00 
March....s.s 45.10 111.00 109.47 129.00 212.00 338.00 364.00 428.00 
April A 166.106 129.00 65.00 142.00 336.00 432.66 SB onceos 454.00 
MEY wc ee ecere 134.40 127 ,00 106,48 168.80 664.90 330.00 428.00 367.00 
TRO shetels 132.60 126.16 134.26 141.00 873.56 2,060.00 2, b86.99 263.00 
TUM Vesela ee 121.30 153.70 132.60 463,97 340.00 ster 269.00 
August...... 99,75 127.16 119.50 339.47 349.50 271.00 374.00 222.00 
September... 91.60 166.76 106.50 193.26 256.00 341.00 402.00 180.00 
Ootober..... 120.60 121.00 135.96 204.00 411.42 432.00 aeccs 245.00 
November.... 157.18 147.20 120,00 199.75 381.00 325,00 422.00 296.00 
December.... 110.00 1,145.00 136.60 250.80 445.00 447.00 499.00 309.00 

Totel $ 1,394.63 2,598.69 1,448.07 2,251.80 4,906.07 6,297.65 33,031.76 3,724.31 

Donations by Andrew Carnegie 

January.....$ 9,800.00 8,312.00 
February.... 15,000.00 4,735.00 
Maroh....... 
April....scoe 2,350.90 
MAY. cceereee 33,000.00 
JUNO eo eseeee 22,000.00 13,325.00 
JOLY. cccccee 15,000.00 22,500.00 8,100.00 
August...... 4,150.00 
September... 20,000.00 27,000.00 
October...-. 18,500.00 18,450.00 12,028.00 
November.... 8,900.00 
December..., 15,750.00 30,000.00 16,100.00 

Total 33,500.00 106,250.00 70,450.00 9,800.00 72,128.00 32,872.00 

(Mr Carnegie also gave $15,000 for the library building in Ballard (completed in 1904) which 
together with his donations of $220,000 for the central building and $105,000 for branches 
at Green lake, University, and West Seattle, make his total donations $340,000) 
Total $ 32,068.96 68,226.76 154,842.50 169,212.42 96,837.98 122,008.29 233,730.66 179,411.56 
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Figures at bottom represent years: at side dollars, 
Line A - Total receipts 
Line B - Receipts from city 
Line C - Donations from Andrew Carnegie 
1904-First donation from Andrew Carnegie 
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44 SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Appendix D 
Rules and information for borrowers 


The use of the library for reading and reference is free to all. 

The library is open on Sundays and holidays for reading and reference 
only. Books are not issued on those days. 

Borrowers. Any resident or taxpayer of Seattle or any non-resident em- 
ployed or attending school in Seattle may borrow books from the library without 
charge on signing an application and agreement in the presence of a registry 
assistant. 

The application of a child under fourteen years of age must also be 
signed by the parent or guardian, or some other responsible person. 

Applications must be renewed every two years. 

Non-residents not included in the above ruling may borrow books on pay- 
ment of one dollar a year, in advance. 

A temporary resident may borrow books by depositing five dollars, for 
which a receipt will be given. This sum will be refunded to the depositor 
upon surrender of his library card and the receipt. 

One book may be borrowed by depositing its cost. The receipt given 
must be presented before the deposit will be refunded. A borrower is given 
this privilege once only. 

Borrowers’ Carns. A borrower's card may be used at the central and 
branch libraries. 

Each borrower is responsible for the use of his card, for all books 
charged on it, and for all fines incurred. Cards should not be loaned. 

A lost card should be reported at once. Adult cards will be replaced 
fourteen days after notice of loss. Juvenile cards will be replaced fourteen 
days after notice of loss, upon the payment of five cents, or replaced without 
payment six months after the loss is reported. 

If a card reported lost is found, even after a new card has been issued, 
it should be returned to the library. 

Change of residence must be reported promptly at the library. 

The borrower’s card must be presented whenever a book or periodical is 
taken out or returned. : 

IssuE OF Books. Regularly registered borrowers holding adult cards may 
borrow two or more books at one time, including two books of fiction, only one 
of which shall be a seven-day book. 

Only two books will be issued at one time on a juvenile card. 

Books are issued for twenty-eight days except some new and_ popular 
books which may be kept only seven days. 

The library reserves the right to limit the time for which books in special 
demand may be kept. 

IssuE oF PerRiopicaLts. Adult periodicals are issued for three, seven, or 
fourteen days. 

Periodicals issued for three and for seven days are known as “current num- 
bers,’ those for fourteen days as “back numbers.” 

Only two “current” periodicals may be issued to one borrower. No re- 
strictions are made as to “back numbers.” 

No periodical may circulate as a “back number” unless it is one of the 
regular circulating magazines. 

Juvenile current periodicals are issued for seven days. 

RENEWALS AND TRANSFERS OF Booxs. A book issued for seven days 
may not be renewed or transferred. 

A book issued for twenty-eight days may be renewed once or transferred 
once for four weeks from the date on which the request is made, unless it has 
been reserved by another borrower. Since the initial time limit is twenty-eight 
days, the book must be returned to the library to be renewed or transferred. It 
may not be renewed by mail or telephone. 
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A periodical may not be renewed or transferred. 

No book or periodical may be exchanged on the day on which it is bor- 
rowed. 

Reserves. A book of fiction may be reserved at the library on pay- 
ment of one cent for postal card notice. Non-fiction may be reserved free of 
charge. Periodicals may not be reserved. 

FINEs. In the adult department a fine of two cents a day (excluding Sun- 
days and holidays) will be charged on each book or periodical kept overtime. 

In the juvenile department a fine of one cent a day (excluding Sundays 
and holidays) will be charged for each book or periodical kept overtime. In 
place of paying his fine a child may forfeit the use of his card for six months 
from the date upon which an overdue book is returned. 

When a book is three weeks overdue, a messenger will be sent for it who 
has authority to collect the fines incurred and a fee of twenty-five cents for 
messenger service. 

Books should be examined to make sure they are in good condition at the 
time of borrowing. If a borrower discovers a defect, he should report it be- 
fore leaving the library. 

A borrower must pay for books injured or lost while charged on his card. 
If a book reported lost is afterward found, the amount paid for it will be re- 
funded upon return of the book and presentation of the proper receipt. 

A borrower's card will be held at the library for unpaid fines. 


No violation of these rules will be excused on the plea of ignorance. 
No claim can be established because of the failure to receive notices sent 
to or from the library. 


Appendix E 
Rules governing the use of auditoriums 


1. The auditoriums are designed to be used for meetings of an educa- 
tional or philanthropic nature and for meetings held to discuss general subjects 
affecting public welfare. Their use will not be allowed for meetings of a 
political or religious nature. 

2. Permission to use an auditorium must in all cases be obtained from 
the Librarian. Application for such use should be made in writing and ad- 
dressed, “Librarian, Seattle Public Library, Fourth Avenue and Madison 
Street, Seattle, Wash.” This application should state explicitly the purpose 
for which the auditorium is to be used, the subject to be discussed, and the 
date or dates when the meetings are to be held. 

3. For meetings allowed under Rule | and for which permission has 
been granted, there will be no charge for the use of the auditorium, but the 
meetings must be open to all comers and no admission fee may be charged. 

4. The evening use of the auditorium shall not extend beyond 10 p. m. 
For any extension after 10 p. m., a charge of $1 will be made, the exten- 
sion, however, to be limited to 10:30 p. m. 

5. The serving of refreshments will not be permitted. 

6. Smoking will not be permitted in the auditorium. 

7. Music shall not be a part of the entertainment if it disturbs readers in 
the library. 

8. Pianos shall not be brought into or removed from the central library. or 
any of the branch libraries without the written permission of the Librarian, who 
will in no case grant such permission unless a responsible guarantee in writing 
is given that any damage to the building or contents shall be made good. 

9. The opening, closing, cleaning, and lighting of the auditoriums shall be 
in charge of the regular janitors. 

10. The privilege of using an auditorium may be cancelled at any time 


by the Librarian. 


eH 


Publications of the Library 
Sent free of charge on application to the library. 


Annual reports. 5th-9th, 13th-20th. 1895-1899, 1903-1910. 


The ist, 2d, and 3d reports were published in “Seattle municipal 
reports” for 1891, 1892, and 1893; the 4th, 10th, 11th, and 12th were 
never printed; the 5th, 6th, and 17th are out of print. 


Monthly bulletin. v. 1-4, 5-7. Nov.1896-Dec.1900, Jan.1905-Dec. 
1907. 


None were published Jan.1901-Dec.1904; discontinued Dec. 1907. 
v.1, no.1, v.2, no.5, v.3, nos.1-12, v.4, nos. 1, 2, and 6 are out of print. 


Proceedings at the opening of the Seattle Public Library build- 
ing, December 19, 1906. 32 p. 

Out of print. 

Periodicals currently received by the Seattle Public Library and 
by the Library of the University of Washington. Ed. 1. 
1909. 30 p. Ed. 2. 1910. 31 p. 

Scheme of library service. 1909. 4 p. 

Also in 19th annual report, 1909. 


FINDING LISTS 


English prose fiction. 1903. 126 p. 
Natural science. 1905. 34 p. 
Useful arts. 1905. 465 p. 

Fine arts. 1908. 64 p. 


REFERENCE LISTS 


These lists have been compiled and printed to render easily accessible 
the material in this library on the various subjects. 


Subject list of Catholic books in the Seattle Public Library. 
January 1909. 45 p. 


Published under the auspices of the Knights of Columbus, 
Seattle Council. Obtainable also at the library. 


Books relating to engraving. April 1909. 8 p. 
List of books about birds. July 1909. 11 p. 


Books of interest to Sunday-school workers. 1910. 16 p. 


Published by the King County Sunday-school Association. Ob- 
tainable also at the library. 
Municipal plans; a list of books and references to periodicals 
in the Seattle Public Library. Compiled by Katharine 
McMicken. April 1910. 13 p. 


List of books for teachers. Compiled by Gertrude F. Hess. May 
1910. 22 p. 


Pacific Northwest; a brief descriptive list of books, with sug- 
gested outline of study. Compiled by Katharine B. Judson. 
May 1910. 12 p. 


Municipal government; a list of books and references to periodi- 
cals in the Seattle Public Library. January 1911. 
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NINETEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


To the Honorable, The Mayor, and City Council 
of Seattle. 


Gentlemen: The Library Board has the honor to trans- 


mit herewith the report of the Library Department for the 


year 1909. 
Respectfully 


GPA C.ROCHESTER 
Chairman 
Seattle, Washington, January 1, 1910. 


Report of the Librarian 
To the Library Board of the City of Seattle. 


Gentlemen:—The following report on the work of the Seattle 
Public Library during the year ending December 31, 1909, is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

The year has been one of considerable activity as may be seen 
by a glance at the following brief outline of its chief events. These 
are, of course, in addition to the regular routine work of the library. 
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Important items in the year’s work 


On July 6 the Board adopted a new scheme of library 
service in accordance with the provisions of the revised library 
law of the State, which became effective June 11. ‘This law gives 
the Library Board complete control of the staff, including the train- 
ing of apprentices and the selection, appointment, promotion, transfer, 
and removal of employees. 

New heads were appointed for the order, catalogue, and cir- 
culation departments. 

A fifth branch library was opened Ta Liat Columbieg 

The David DeBeck collection of books on ophthalmology was 
transferred to the new medical library maintained by the Washing- 
ton Medical Library Association in the Henry Building. 

Title was at last acquired for the Yesler Triangle lot at Yes- 
ler Way, Third Avenue, and Jefferson Street and the ground was 
temporarily improved by grading and parking. 

At the central library building, the new approaches were 
practically completed, the grounds ‘at the rear were improved by 
grading and parking, and a contract was let for the completion of 
the three remaining floors of the book stack. 

At the Ballard branch, in addition to mmor improvements, a 
hot water heating plant was installed to replace the worn-out hot 
air furnaces, the grounds were graded and seeded, and concrete 
walks and retaining wall constructed. 

In May the contracts were let for the construction of the three 
new branch libraries and these buildings are now nearing com- 
pletion. 

Another important event during the year was the fifth meet- 
ing of the Washington Library Association which was held 
Seattle June 8, 9 and 10. Att this meeting was organized the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association, in which the Washington 
Library Association was merged. The 1910 meeting of the new 
association will be held in Portland June 1, 2, and 3. 


Summary 


The following table gives a summary of the growth and 
operations of the library as compared with the previous year. The 
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details of the work are more fully explained in later pages and 
complete tables of statistics will be found in the appendices: 


1908. 1909. 
1. Population (Polk’s directory estimate) ........ 276,462 309,375 
2. Number of volumes December 31].............. 102,132 114,928 
3. Number of volumes added during the year 8,338 12,704 
4. Number of periodicals received, including 
duplicates 15.) tic. acne ee ee ee a 752 774 
5. Number of newspapers received, including 
duplicates 2:32.20): een ee geen 203 ZV7 
6. Number of borrowers registered during the 
yale Os osha ev ee ee cee ete ss 17,241 20,516 
7. Total registration December 31................ 36,470 37,757 
8. Percentage of population registered as bor- 
TOWNS © 5.635552 kak eee core wees 13% 12% 
9. Circulation of books for home use............ 555,374 579,706 
10, °“Cireulation “per “capitas 2. ase 2.01 1.87 
I]. Percentage of fiction circulation to total 
circulation’. 05235 i ae Aor eee 68.66 66.05 
12. Number on staff December 31-................ 82 91 
15¢) Dax cathe ae ee eas 52-100 mills 52-100 mills 
14. ° Total receipts.“ from scity.5, oo. $120,308.29 $133,398.91 
15. Expenditures for salaries.............0.00000...... 46,221.19 51,888.90 
16.. Expenditures ‘for’ books 3.500200 9,105.22 14,205.69 
17. Expenditures for periodicals....................... 1,959.63" 3,957.49 
18. Expenditures for binding.................02..... 6,220.23 6,972.05 
19. Other operating expenses..................---......--. 14,683.12 16,753.37 
20. Total: regular expense.............22..-----2-----++ 78,169.59 93,777.50 
21. Regular expense per capita..........0.2.2.00-.- 2827 3031 
22. Extraordinary expenditures ...................... 43,051.04 106,795.34 
25% J otal vexpendituves 2st ot oe eae 121,220.63 200,572.84 
Finances 


The total receipts for the year amounted to $233,730.66, 
derived from seven different sources as follows: $72,128 from 
Mr. Andrew Carnegie on account of the branch library fund; 
$25,000 as a loan from the general fund of the city treasury for 
the completion of the approaches to the central library; $86,- 
856.36 from the tax levy; $41,714.55 from city licenses, fines 
and fees; $4,828 from fines for overdue books and other library 
collections; $2,603.75 accumulated fund, acquired with the Yes- 
ler Triangle property; and $600 from the Park Board for earth 
at Green Lake. 


NINETEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 9 


The total expenditures amounted to $200,572.84, of which 
$93,777.50 was for regular maintenance and operation and $106,- 
795.34 for extraordinary expenses. The regular expenditures 
were distributed as follows: $25,135.23 for books, periodicals, and 
binding; $51,888.90 for salaries, and $16,753.37 for general 
expense. Of the extraordinary expenditures $25,025.64 was for 
improvements to the central library building and. grounds; 
$80,992.78 for payments on the contracts for the three new 
branch library buildings; $557.34 for improvements to the Ballard 
branch building and grounds; and $219.58 for parking Yesler 
Triangle. 

The only outstanding obligations that can not be met by the 
fund provided for 1910 are the two loans from the general fund, 
one of $14,307.55 to pay the assessment for widening and ex- 
tending Fourth Avenue, and one of $25,000 for the completion 
of the approaches to the central library building. 

The tax levy for 1910 has been fixed at 52-100 of a mill, or 
the same rate as was granted for 1908 and 1909. Your librarian 
begs to renew the suggestion made in his last report that the city 
charter be so amended as to fix the annual tax levy for library 
purposes at not less than one-half mill and not more than one mill. 

In Appendix C, pages 32 and 33, are given a detailed 
statement showing receipts and expenditures for 1909, an itemiza- 
tion of collections from fines for overdue books and from other 
sources, and a table showing original cost and present valuation of 
the various library properties. 


Staff 


A complete list of the staff as it stood in December, 1909, is 
given on pages 25 and 26. Att the close of the year there was an 
increase of nine employees over the previous year, making a total 
of 91, of whom 17 work only part time. Fifty of these employees 
are engaged in technical library work. The resignations during 
the year included that of Miss Jane E. Gardner, superintendent 
of circulation. Among the new appointments were those of Miss 
Minnie M. Oakley, chief of the catalogue department; Miss 
Helen B. Gracie, chief of the combined order and accession de- 
partments; Miss Charlotte Elizabeth Wallace, superintendent of 
circulation; Miss Ethel R. Sawyer, first assistant in the circula- 
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tion department; Miss Effie Louise Chapman, librarian’s  secre- 
tary, and Miss Margaret D. Hargrave, assistant in the branch de- 
partment. Mr. Hugo P. Kuhnke, invoice clerk in the accession 
department, was transferred to the circulation department; Miss 
Fanny L. Dudgeon, from the circulation department to the Co- 
lumbia branch, and Miss Marion D. Thum, from the circulation 
department to the periodical department. 

At the last session of the state legislature, the laws relating 
to public libraries were revised and consolidated as Chapter 116, 
Laws of Washington, 1909. ‘This revised law, which is printed 
as Appendix E of this report, applies to all public libraries in the 
State of Washington and places the selection, appointment, trans- 
fer, and removal of library employees entirely in the hands of library 
boards. In accordance with this provision, the Board of Trustees 
of the Seattle Public Library, at their regular monthly meeting 
July 6, 1909, adopted the scheme of library service which is 
printed as Appendix F of this report. We believe that the pos- 
sibilities for efficient library service under this new law are much 
greater than under the former control by municipal civil service. 


Apprentice Class 

As the result of an examination for entrance to the training 
class held September 18, ten of the applicants passed the required 
mark and the class was organized October 4. “Two of the num- 
ber have since dropped out; the remaining eight give promise of 
completing the course with credit. Lectures have been given to the 
class by the heads of the different departments and practice work 
has been assigned under supervision in all departments of the library. 
The change in time from spring to fall for starting the class proved 
entirely satisfactory, for by this means it is possible to secure students 
lately graduated from high school and university. 

It is hoped that the course in library training contemplated 
by the University of Washington may be started at an early date. 
Such a course would probably make a training class at the public 
library unnecessary and would have a tendency to raise the standard 
of library service, not only in this library but in other libraries of the 
Northwest. The many requests for information received at this 
library alone, both from those seeking training and from libraries 
needing trained assistants, would seem to justify the establishment 


of such a course. 
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Accessions 


The number of volumes in the library on January I, 1909, 
was 102,132. During the year 15,000 were added, 13,823 by 
purchase and 1,177 by gift; 2,296 volumes were discarded, leav- 
ing the net gain for the year 12,704 and the number of volumes 
in the total collection at the end of the year 114,928. 

The amount spent for books during the year was $14,205.69, 
an average cost for the books purchased of $1.03 per volume. 
Since the volumes purchased this year include a large number of 
reference books for the new branches and many volumes ot the 
International Library of Technology both for the main library and 
the branches, this average cost per volume does not seem excessive. 
An effort is being made to eliminate as much as possible the amount 
paid for freight by ordering from local or nearby dealers and it is 
estimated that a possible saving of two cents per volume may be 
made on books obtained in this way. Many of the books for the 
new branch libraries were secured in the East at second-hand or 
from remainder sales. We have also been able to secure a few 
books from auction sales in the east and hope to go into this to a 
larger extent when the work of stocking the new branches is 
finished. 

In memory of the late Edward Holmes Ammidown, 240 
volumes and some periodicals and pamphlets, all bearing on the 
subjects of finance and political economy, were presented to the 
library by his son. A suitable book-plate was devised for the col- 
lection, which was placed in the reference department. The ma- 
terial on these subjects will doubtless prove of much value io 
students. 

A gift of 120 volumes was received from the family of the 
late Edward O. Graves; a large number of these books were also 
on economic subjects. 

From the government exhibit at the A. Y. P. exposition, a 
number of maps and charts of the United States Hydrographic 
office, being nearly all charts of the western coast, were placed 
in the library as a loan through the courtesy of the War and Navy 
departments. 

The most notable additions by purchase have been works of 
a local character and by local authors: Dawson’s “‘Birds of Wash- 
ington,’ Snowden’s “‘History of Washington,’ and Curtis’s ‘“The 
North American Indian’’. 
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Periodical sets are being completed as opportunity offers and 
this year effort has been made to complete sets of the most needed 
technological and engineering magazines. 

A beginning has been made in systematizing and simplifying 
methods in the order department. More attention can be given 
to this organizing work as soon as the new branch libraries are 
stocked. 

Miss Helen B. Gracie was appointed head of the combined 
order and accession departments and began her work June 7. 

Binding 

The library bindery turned out 10,468 volumes of new bind- 
ing during the year, in addition to considerable miscellaneous and 
repair work and the gilding of class numbers on 19,625 volumes. 
A complete statement of all work done in the bindery, with its 
estimated value, is given on page 36. 

The actual amount spent during the year for salaries and 
binding material was $6,972.05. ‘This is 34 per cent. below 
the estimated value, which was based on prices quoted by outside 
binders for a similar grade of work. ‘The costs for rebinding fiction 
in imperial morocco cloth and binding periodicals in half morocco 
have been reduced much below the figures shown last year. Further 
reduction in the cost of binding periodicals is expected in 1910 on 
account of the change made in binding materials. 

As suggested in the last report, we are substituting government 
document cloth and duck bindings on many periodicals, 101 titles 
having been changed from morocco to document cloth and 70 titles 
from American russia to duck. Besides the actual money saving, 
the volumes bound in these textile fabrics (chiefly the magazines less 
used), will wear longer than if bound in leather. The new duck 
volumes, with leather labels to match the leather of the old set, as 
well as those bound in document cloth, present a much better ap- 
pearance than anticipated. A number of periodicals have been 
left in the morocco and it is planned to change a few to English 
pigskin, partly as an experiment. 


Catalogue Department 


The records of the catalogue department show that 4,911 new 
titles were catalogued during the year in addition to catalogue en- 
tries made for about 9,000 books which either duplicate or replace 
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books already catalogued. 20,086 cards were added to the cata- 
logues at the central library and 24,836 to the catalogues at the 
branches, a total of 44,922. Of these, 39,487 were printed cards 
purchased from the Library of Congress, while the remaining 5,435 
were typewritten in this library. In addition to the above, 46,700 
cards were filed in the depository catalogue of the Library of Con- 
gress, making the grand total of cards filed in all catalogues 
91,622. Printed cards have been received for the publications of 
the following government offices: Farmers’ bulletins, Geological 
Survey, Census Bureau, Labor Bureau, Standards Bureau, Statistics 
Bureau, Hygienic Laboratory, Ethnology Bureau, Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, National Museum and Experiment stations. These will be 
placed in the public catalogues at an early date in order to make 
the valuable material in these publications more available to the 
public. 

During the year the Fremont and Ballard catalogues were 
brought to the central library and carefully revised. 

The depository card catalogue of the Library of Congress 
was removed from the periodical room on the top floor and placed 
in the small room between the circulation department and the cata- 
loguing room. ‘This catalogue was also re-arranged and expanded 
and in its new location saves considerable time for the cataloguers. 

New catalogue cases, finished to match the woodwork of the 
room, were purchased for the public catalogue in the circulation de- 
partment. The trays in this new catalogue and also in the catalogue 
in the reference room have been neatly numbered in black in order 
to facilitate their return to the proper compartments. 

Miss Minnie M. Oakley was appointed head of the catalogue 
department and began her duties April |. 


Registration and Circulation 


During the year 1909 the number of borrowers registered, in- 
cluding adult and juvenile, at the central library and branches 
was 20,516. The number of borrowers to whom cards were issued 
in 1908 was 17,241, making a total of 37,757 cards in force Janu- 
ary I, 1910, a gain of 1,287 over the preceding year. 

The total circulation from all departments of the library 
during 1909 was 579,706; of which 66 per cent. was fiction. 


This total shows an increase of 24,332 over the circulation for 
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1908. The comparatively small increase may perhaps be ac- 
counted for partly by the diminished interest in books and reading 
because of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific exposition and partly by the 
condition of the approaches to the central library. The circula- 
tion for 1909 is given in detail by subjects, by months, and by de- 
partments and branches in Appendix B of this report. ‘Table 5 
in Appendix B gives the circulation for each month since the library 
opened, December, 1891, together with the yearly totals. 

The following brief book lists, to be used as bookmarks and call 
slips, were compiled during the year: Camping, Cheerful Books, 
Concrete and Concrete Construction, Gas Engines, Immigration, 
Japan, Kitchen Garden, Railroad Stories, Tariff, Travel in Europe, 
Tuberculosis, and Turkey and Constantinople. These lists have 
proved very popular. They are an effective advertisement of the 
books which the library contains on these subjects and an indirect 
means of influencing the choice of books. They will be followed by 
similar lists during the coming year. 

Preparations have been completed for installing the Newark 
charging system in place of the Browne, a method better adapted 
to the size and present requirements of the work. Beginning Janu- 
ary |, 1910, applicants and re-registered borrowers will be registered — 
according to the Newark method. As library memberships expire 
in two years, within this time the Newark method will have re- 
placed the Browne. In the meantime, borrowers presenting Browne 
cards will have their books charged as heretofore, while borrowers 
presenting Newark cards will have their books charged by that 
method. The book-slips, with the manila pockets and borrowers’ 
cards of the Browne method, and the book-slips on which are written 
the borrowers’ card numbers of the Newark method, will be filed 
together in class order under the date due. Books will be dis- 
charged by the Browne and Newark methods respectively. 

Making the change in charging system by a gradual transition 
from the Browne to the Newark presents a very serious drawback 
in the confusion which may arise from using two charging methods 
at once. This difficulty is frankly admitted. On the other hand, 
it will enable the assistants gradually to become familiar with the 
new routine and will mean changing the system without any great 
waste of supplies or additional expense. With the pressure of 
work in this library, even with extra help, it would be almost im- 
possible to change all the readers’ cards at once. 
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Miss Jane E. Gardner, superintendent of circulation, resigned 
her position August | and Miss Charlotte Elizabeth Wallace was 
appointed as her successor. Miss Ethel R. Sawyer began work as 
first assistant in the department on October 11. The position of 
guard and library collecter was created November 9, supplying 
help very much needed in maintaining order in the corridors of the 
library, and in recovering delinquent books. 


Children’s Department 


The total circulation of children’s books from the central 
library and from branches and schools during the year was 211,743, 
or 36 per cent. of the total circulation. Of this total, 90,732 
volumes were circulated from the children’s room at the central 
library. 

The total registrations and re-registrations in the children’s 
room at the central library were 2,174, as compared to 2,067 
registrations in 1908. Since cards are issued for two years, the 
number of borrowers’ cards in force in the children’s room on 
January 1, 1910, was 4,241. 

‘The evening opening of the central children’s room proved a 
decided success and it is significant that the circulation for the 
evening corresponds with the gain for the year. Efforts were made 
to advertise the evening opening among the working boys by means 
of signs placed in department stores, factories, newspaper offices, and 
other places. A short talk was given to the members of the News- 
boys’ Union and a sign posted in their lodge room. ‘The result 
has been an increase in the number of boy patrons in the evening 
and a most successful boys’ reading circle, which has held 29 
meetings with a total attendance of 996. 

Another successful means of advertising children’s books and 
the children’s department has been through story-telling. Stories 
have been told in the library and in schools, parks, and playgrounds 
to 7,661 people. In schools and playgrounds the stories have been 
told to attract the children to the library; in the library, stories 
have been told in direct relation to the books and the children’s 
attention has been further drawn to the books by means of bulletins 
and the use of a reflectoscope, which throws on a screen enlarge- 
ments of the book illustrations. 
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Beginning in November, a cycle of King Arthur stories were 
told to the older boys and girls with a resulting circulation of King 
Axthur books during November and December of 408. 

At the request of the Superintendent of Schools, the head of 
the children’s department gave a weekly talk on story-telling at 


the educational building during the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific exposi- 
tion. 


A story-telling club was organized early in the year for the 
purpose of discussing the essentials of a good story, what stories to 
tell and how to tell them, and the encouragement of the art of story- 
telling, and also to serve as a medium of exchange of stories and ex- 
periences in the use of stories. The meetings were large and en- 
thusiastic and it is regretted that their continuance was impossible 
through lack of time on the part of the leaders. It is hoped that 
they may be resumed during 1910. 

One of the most successful undertakings during the year was 
the circulation of books in the Collins playground, corner of Four- 
teenth Avenue and Main Street. The Park Board gave the use of 
a room in the shelter house and provided shelves and equipment. 
Much of the success of the work was due to the hearty support 
given by Mr. Howard Stine, superintendent of playgrounds. The 
total circulation of books was 1,734. As a rule in playground 
work, the children are so impressed with getting something for 
nothing that they take two books every day the library is open and 
return them the next day, whether they have read them or not, 
but at the Collins playground the books in many cases were held 
the full limit of two weeks and we believe they were really read. 
In order that the care of the books might not interfere with the 
children’s play, a checking system was devised by means of which 
they might leave their books in charge of the librarian until they 
were ready to go home. ‘This not only allowed the children free- 
dom in play but obviated the possibility of loss of books through 
their being left on the benches and swings. 

The appearance of the central children’s room has been some- 
what improved by framing and hanging a large print of the Sistine 
Madonna and two of the Curtis Indian pictures. An American 
flag, given to the children’s room by the Ladies of the G. A. R., has 
been much appreciated. 

An exhibit of books suitable for children’s Christmas gifts 
was held again this year and was more largely attended than last 
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year. Lists of the books giving the author, title, publisher, and price 
were printed for free distribution and proved very popular. One 
of the school principals asked for several hundred of these lists, 
which he gave to pupils to take home to their parents. 


Reference Department 


The use of the reference department continues to increase and 
probably has more than doubled in the last two years. 

A reference list of ‘‘Books about birds” and a list of “‘Books 
of interest to Sunday-school workers’? were compiled and printed 
during the year. Besides these, a “Subject list of Catholic books in 
the Seattle Public Library’’ was compiled and published in January 
by the Seattle Council of the Knights of Columbus. It is planned to 
continue the publication of these lists on special subjects or on topics 
of current interest and hereafter they will be issued in uniform size 
and in a numbered series and may be obtained free of charge at the 
central library or one of the branch libraries. 


Fine Arts Room 


During 1909 the art department shared in the general growth 
of the library, the attendance showing an increase of 39 per cent. and 
the circulation an increase of 30 per cent. 

The reference work in this department during the year was 
greatly influenced by the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific exposition. Archi- 
tects and decorators worked here constantly and schools made en 
thusiastic use of the library’s resources in preparing posters, stencils, 
metal work, etc., for their exhibits in the educational building. Art 
study classes arranged their programs with reference to the fine arts 
exhibit and used the library’s books and picture material to good ad- 
vantage. 

In addition to this work with Exposition subjects, much general 
reading was done on all art lines. This increase in serious reading 
and research in art and music is particularly gratifying since a fair 
share of it seems to have been awakened in this department. © 

Books on music, the scores especially, are in great demand, 
the music circulation being 3,123 out of a total of 8,391. 

Periodical circulation from the art department was 794, more 
than double that of last year. 
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New books to the number of 244, of which 21 were donated, 
were added to the department. The increased allowance for the 
purchase of books in this department during 1910 will help greatly 
in increasing its usefulness. 

Special lists were prepared during the year for study clubs, 
exhibitions, and the press on architecture, bungalows, engravers and 
engraving, metal work, music, Oriental rugs, and painters and paint- 
ings. Of one of these lists, that on engravers and engraving, five 
hundred copies were printed for distribution during the Black and 
White exhibition held in the art gallery in April. The books in 
this list were placed on special shelves and the library’s engravings 
were also exhibited. 7 

An exhibition of books and illustrative material on historic and 
applied design was also held during the year. 

The bulletin board in the fine arts reading room is kept supplied 
with newspaper clippings and pictures relating to music and art topics. 
The managements of the Seattle Symphony Orchestra and the Ladies’ 
Musical Club send to the library copies of their programs and por- 
traits of soloists in advance of each concert. Notices of art exhibi- 
tions are supplied by the different artists and associations. 7 

The total attendance in this department.during the year was 
24,210. The circulation of books and periodicals was 8,391 and 
the circulation of pictures, 1,988. 


Periodical Department 


The attendance in all rooms of this department during 1909 
greatly exceeded the attendance in 1908, which was estimated at 
400,000 readers. ‘The reference work on'debate subjects was es- 
pecially heavy. For this school debate work the list of periodical 
references on about fifty subjects, compiled in this department, has 
been used as a foundation. Copies of the list have been supplied to 
the high schools. Much time has also been given to the teachers of 
rhetoric in the high schools, aiding their efforts to put more life into 
the teaching of English by using articles in recent periodical litera- 
ture. 

A “‘current topics’ table, placed near the entrance to the 
periodical room, is kept supplied with files of periodicals on some . 
present-day subject. This plan seems to be successful. During the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific exposition, the table was filled with magazine 
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articles on Alaska and the Pacific Northwest. Other subjects 
covered were polar explorations and the Ballinger-Pinchot contro- 


versy. 
In June the circulating magazines were transferred from the 


circulation department to the periodical department. 

In the periodical room, the equipment of tables and chairs was: 
made uniform and wall shelving and a new charging desk installed. 
These changes have improved the appearance of the room and facili- 
tated the work of the department. 

The small room adjoining the men’s newspaper room was fitted 
with cupboards for back files of newspapers and equipped as a 
women’s newspaper room. Both these rooms were supplied with 
battleship linoleum floor covering and uniform chairs. The attend- 
ance in both rooms during the year was approximately 240,000. 

One hundred and ninety-one different newspapers were regu- 
larly received (including duplicate copies, 217) and 440 different 
periodicals were on file (including duplicates, 774). The circula- 
tion of periodicals numbered 12,559, an increase of 1,278 over 
the previous year. Ejight hundred and seventy-three volumes of 
periodicals and | 34 volumés of newspapers were prepared for binding. 


Branch Libraries 


The total circulation from the branch libraries during 1909 was 
154,223, a gain of 14,406 over the previous year. ‘The circula- 
tion from the branch libraries also was affected by the Alaska- Y ukon- 
Pacific exposition, especially at the University branch where there 
was a decrease of 10 per cent. 

Work on the three new branch library buildings (at Green Lake, 
University, and West Seattle), for which the contracts were let in 
May, 1909, proceeded less rapidly than was hoped, but at the 
present writing it appears that they will be ready to open in May, 


1910. 
The selection of books for the new West Seattle branch was 


begun during the summer with the codperation of several members of 
the staff. About 5,000 books were selected for the collection and 
at the same time orders were placed fora sufficient number of books 
to increase the collections at the Green Lake and University branches 
to about 5,000 volumes each. The books for all three of these 
branches will be ready as soon as the buildings are completed. The 
furniture and shelving are also in readiness. 
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The growth and use of the five branch libraries now in opera- 
tion can best be shown in the following table. 
Statistics of branch libraries for 1909: 


Number Net increase Percentage of in- 
volumes in volumes crease or decrease 
Jan.1,1930 in 1909 Circulation in circulation 

Ue Ae RES aie oe a 5,780 721 58,832 9 
RRIBAU TO less fen acse teams 1,484 1,484 11,393 100 
cig oat Searels amen 4,185 -366 25,587 -7 
een, ake wt... 3,824 786 28,700 14 
University 2.2... 4,400 1,096 29,711 -10 
OES | eee 19,673 4,453 154,223 10 


The Ballard branch now contains 5,780 volumes, an increase 
of 721 during the year. The circulation reached a total of 58,832, 
which was almost evenly divided between adult and juvenile. This 
is an increase of 9 per cent. over the circulation in 1908. The re- 
pairs made to the Ballard building during the year, including install- 
ing a new hot water heating plant, laying floor covering, erecting 
new shelving, and grading and seeding the grounds around the build- 
ing, have been greatly appreciated by residents of the district. 

The new Columbia branch was opened June 22 in the old 
Columbia City Hall, which had been repaired and fitted up to meet 
the needs of a branch library, the use of the building having been 
given by the Board of Public Works with no charge for rent. The 
location is very convenient, being on Rainier Boulevard in the center 
of the business district of Columbia. The room is large, well-lighted, 
and cheerful, and will make an attractive and satisfactory center for 
library work in that section for the next three or four years. The 
book collection now contains 1,484 volumes and from the time of 
opening to the close of the year (six months), the circulation reached 
a total of 11,393. 

The Fremont branch now contains 4,185 books, a gain of 
366 over last year. The circulation was 25,587. The change 
recommended in the last report, the erection of a shorter flight of 
steps giving entrance to the room from Blewett Street, has at last 
been accomplished. 

The Green Lake branch contained, on January Ist, 3,824 
volumes, of which 786 were added since the last report. ‘The cir- 
culation was 28,700. The crowded condition of the room at this 
branch and the difficulty of reaching the building because of the re- 
grading of the new boulevard have made the growth in circulation 
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very gratifying. The opening of the new building with a larger sup- 
ply of books will make Green Lake one of the important centers for 
book distribution. 

The University branch contains 4,400 volumes, 1,096 having 
been added during the year. The circulation shows a total of 
29,711, a decrease of 10 per cent., due largely to the proximity of. 
the Alaska- Yukon-Pacific exposition to the district which this branch 
serves. 


Deposit Stations 


Twenty traveling libraries were sent to the fire stations during 
the year. [hese contained 280 books and had a circulation of 985. 
Two hundred and twenty-three volumes were also sent to the Jewish 
Settlement House and these volumes had a circulation of 1,522. 
The total circulation for the year from all deposit stations was 2,769. 
Heretofore, most of the books needed for the deposit stations have 
been borrowed from the circulation department, which can ill afford 
to spare its books in quantity for such outside work. The distribu- 
tion of the library appropriation for 1910 provides a special allow- 
ance of $2,000 for the purchase of books for deposit stations and 
this will enable the library to make a substantial beginning in this 
work during the coming year. In a city whose population is so 
widely scattered, there is urgent need to take advantage of every 
available agency that will bring books to the people in remote dis- 
tricts and extraordinary results are anticipated from the deposit 
stations when they can be properly started. 


Work with Schools 


The library’s relations to the schools through the sending of 
small libraries into the class rooms were quite fully explained in 
last year’s report. [he number of volumes in the school collection 
has been increased by 542 and the collection now contains 14,932 
books. Four hundred and fifty-six class room libraries were sent out. 
These were sent not only to the public schools, but also to the Par- 
ental School on Mercer Island, Seattle College, Holy Names Acad- 
emy, St. Rose’s Academy, and St. Rose’s Parochial School. There 
was an increase of 2,601 in the circulation as compared with last 


year, making the total for 1909, 45,122. 
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The number of books in this collection is still entirely inade- 
quate to the needs of the work with schools and more direct per- 
sonal attention is also necessary. We hope to improve the service 
in both these respects during the coming year by adding more books 
and by appointing an assistant to devote her entire time to work with 
schools. 


The Future 


The future needs of the library are in general the same as 
briefly outlined in last year’s report: more books, especially for the 
schools collection, additional branch libraries, and the enlargement of 
the central building. ‘The new work that it will be possible to under- 
take during 1910 will include the opening of the three new branch 
libraries at Green Lake, University, and West Seattle; a beginning 
in deposit station work with the $2,000 which has been set aside 
from the book fund for a stations collection; and the appointment of 
a regular trained assistant to devote her entire time to work with 
schools. 

We are anxious to try the experiment of building one or two 
small branch libraries, one-room fireproof buildings costing about 
$8,000 each, placing them on lots sufficiently large for full-sized 
branches (at least 150 feet frontage and 120 feet in depth) and 
locating the buildings on the lots in such a manner as to permit of 
enlargement at any time into full-sized branches, similar to those now 
under construction. Such a building could be erected at about one- 
quarter of the cost of each of the three new branches and the main- 
tenance cost would also be considerably less, ‘This plan, if success- 
ful, would enable the library to extend its book service almost im- 
mediately and at comparatively small cost to all sections of the com- 
munity, an important consideration in a city whose population is so 
widely scattered. These small branch buildings could then be en- 
sized branches as the use of them demonstrated the need for larger 
for larger quarters. Such buildings could be used immediately to 
great advantage in the following thirteen places, the locations given be- 
ing approximate: Interbay, Queen Anne hill, Fremont, Ravenna, 
Denny Park, North Broadway, East Madison, East Yesler Way, 
Columbia, Rainier Beach, South Park, Georgetown, and Youngs- 
town. Sites for these branches could be purchased for approximately 


$170,000. Small buildings, such as suggested above, could be 
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erected for about $100,000. The first stock of books, furniture, and 
equipment would cost perhaps $5,000 for each branch, or $65,000 
for the thirteen branches. These items make the estimated cost of 
sites, buildings, and equipment $335,000. It is estimated that 
the annual cost of maintenance for each building would be $3,000 or 
$40,000 for the thirteen branches. 
It is hoped that some provision may be made during the coming 
year, either by donation or otherwise, for a beginning on this work. 
Respectfully submitted 
Jupson T. JENNINGS 
Librarian 
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Appendix A 
Library Staff, December, 1909 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
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REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 
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D7 SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Appendix C—Table 1 
Financial Statement 


Available library fund balance in city 


treasury January 1; 19090222272 w.. $ 7,029.41 
December, 1908, bills payable in Janu- 
ary, 1909, from above balance.............. 6,648.08 
Balance-tonid 909 s..oe oe ee ee eet S$: -e8lee 
RECKIPIS 
Library peollections..772 ee eee 4,828.00 
Licenses, fines, and fees 41,714.55 
f (ev <r eam a coun RRUP ONY AF Prins Se aie ot car 86,856.36 
133,398.91 
Sale of earth at Green Lake... 600.00 
Loan from general fund for completion 
of approaches to central library............ 25,000.00 


Revenue from Yesler triangle property... 2,603.75 
From Andrew Carnegie on account of 


branch dibrarieé coe ais oe 72,128.00 
Total receipts for year 1909............ 233,730.66 
Total available fund for 1909 ex- 

DONSES ee Oe aay eee eee 
EXPENDITURES. 
Central library: 

Library, (stall (payrolls... $ 37,268.53 
Buildingooayrots tae die ee 6,927.97 
Pirie esas past Ts ee See DN ae 1,588.30 
Light and power geo ee ea 1,845.00 
WW BILGE hae cork eka ater es ecru tet 168.85 
Pele pnonies s.e)sie-e etna orn eee cet 251.62 
Inistibance wet ee: Bere be mee hull 80.00 
Repairs and alterations........ Bia eu ee oP A 
General expense...................--.0---00--0eeeeeeeees 178.56 

49,260.96 

Branch libraries: 

Payroll (including janitorial) ................. $ 7,692.40 
Puede Oe eee ae ees ee 220.73 
aight ‘ie taueks Be Seer k or a ee es ee 289.35 
"Pélephonies' fect rc. hee ea ee 90.05 
Lasitt ance: cos ok eaten Sera 80.00 
Rent fucter Ss. case chee feat tie ee ee 840.00 
Drayage. 2:2 vee eee eae ee 81.32 
General expense.............---.----2.--------- er Me. | Pere ee/ 


10,667.42 


$234,111.99 
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Financial Statement -—- Continued 


General and undivided expenses: 


braces Surylieg: esi, 0 aides vane a Dee OLS. Ls 
Furniture, fixtures, and fittings.................. 3,171.28 
Stationery, printing, and office supplies... 2,915.44 
Bear and Maps... 5... tt Oe eck 14,205.69 
Periodicals and newspapers..............---------- 3,957.49 
See DAYTON nc al ns. ote os een, 5,988.00 
Bindery supplies...............-2.--0----e--sc--e-e-0-0-+ 984.05 


Refund of loan from general fund for 
extending evening opening to 10 p.m....__ 1,700.00 
Increase in allowance for ‘petty library 


MERTMETCMICUT OS icc tcncncenadisincnntes duces seat ineena 100.00 
33,849.12 
Total maintenance..................--/-------- E 


Central building and grounds: 


Madison street paving assessment.............. $ 3,051.51 
lg SETS ACES RIS Raat ee Nl ts 19,136.73 
PemeOr sere ts ki ee ee es 405.33 
LE GR be Rie Rea ns 37.64 
PAD COVINE® STOUNRGS ject crs ccsscck 22 -cacsa-boseccsne 1,698.05 
Miscellaneous building expenses................ 696.38 
25,025.64 

Branch buildings and grounds: 
NCU De a Oe coe Ae oe > 5/54 
LS ER eee a ee 27,318.23 
Le NT TEST Pe 6 ea Oe eo aes ea ie oe 26,687.81 
AN REO Rt Cee dete ee chs cash Legeneo nd ne 26,986.74 
Prealers eh TIAN GC. i. shockers nvast-cocesanecestue sae 219.58 
81,769.70 

Total buildings and grounds.............. 


Balance in fund January I, 1910...... 


$ 93,777.50 


$106,795.34 $200,572.84 
$ 33,539.15 
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Appendix C—Table 2 
Library Collections 


The library collections and the disposition made of them are 
shown in the following recapitulation from the library cash book: 


Cash Dr. 


To balance on hand January 1, 1909... $ 34.38 
Reserve, postals:..0) 2. Rie a ee a ke 91.86 
Publications tsoldss seg ae at eae AiG cae 5.26 
Pay collection of duplicate books: 

Mam ihtbraty..c 0 eee ns oe eaten $552.32 

Branches )sy5 = Specs ee ee 17.45 

Lost chuplicatess: 26.22 oe ee a ee 4.75 574.52 
Lost books: pard: dors: )) 2 he 249.03 
"Pemporaby Cleposits acct) tee G Oo eee 211.96 
Fivye-dollatideposits ey Ae eke he ee 665.00 
Non-resident membership fees..................2-.-20---------- 6.00 

““Bines. for overdue. bocks./3..5.6 0.4 0. eee 3,788.17 

Gold extracted from rubber used in bindery............ 4.25 
Dinntestreigishien x28 85 ees vices caer ae ee ee ee 40.00 
Old chairs, couch, and linoleum......................-.---.-- 66.50 
Old mewapapersicindcccG sas a ee 12.50 
Refund on prepaid book orders..........2.....2..2-:0--------- 1.05 
Refund of freight’ charges. 2.200202 i a 2.60 

Cash: Cr. 
By refunds for lost books returned.......................... $ 71.09 
Refund of fines.) eee eta .96 
Temporary deposits refunded.................2--2.22-2-20----+- 208.80 
Five-dollar deposits refunded.............-..-.2-.2--2-.2200--+- 595.00 
Deposited with city treasurer for library fund........ 4,828.00 
Balance on hand December 31, 1909.........2.22..2...... 49.23 


A Wes astra aeecere atin etm ht cae neeah Mme lenny eS eS $5,753.08 $5,753.08 
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36 SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Appendix D 
Bindery 
Volumes bound and rebound 
NUMBER AND SIZE : 
CLASS MATERIAL VALUE 
F | Q| O |12mo|16mo]| ToTAL 
Fiction... .4.. Full imperial cloth..| 11} 33) 830 |5062| 567|| 6503) $5220.50 
BiICUON tines Full lib’ry buckran)).....)..... 61° 767 3 76 57-15 
Non-fiction..| Half Am. russia...... 26/137|1100 |1059| 147/|| 2469] 2163.90 
Non-fiction..| Half canvas........... Gia ref Bn eae hl 14 9.70 
Non-fiction..| Full art’canvas....... Bia eeech oh O'lMavedy \fepoies 19 14.55 
Non-fiction..| Half vellum cloth...) 2) 30) 119] 20] 28 199 49.05 
Periodicals...| Half morocco......... SEIT BON 207 eons ce econ 512| 759.40 
Periodicals...) Half Am. russia...... 176) QOls ASW cake ee. 315] 453.60 
Periodicals...) Half velitim cloth...) 11) 4 CO ie ie at 6.55 
Periodicals...} Full vellum cloth...|..... Bl: SEG Oe ne eth aa 4I 12.45 
Periodicals...| Half duck.............. iB soos oltaalea al taaeae tae ee 4 3.00 
Gov. doe:..3..|: Full binder’s cloth..|, 4) 7) t:9ipaei eee 20 10.75 
Newspapers.| Half duck.............. Ti saicls seems fo giteatleendas 134], 268.00 
NI PSC AY Cel noe et Rebound in oldcase| 3] 16| 71 | 42 9 I4I 70.50 
405/440/2618 6251 | 754|| 10468] $9099. Io 
Other work 
NUMBER| RATE || VALUE 
MBUAZINE COVEIS As 52c diese eartn be hen saaciua retiree 607 .50 $303.50 
Volwines: letleredan snd ig ntsc oes i, ocsstes sete 19625 .05 981.25 
Wellies MendGd 2 wctisasever ys vost beseonaeee | 658 .03 19.74 
Volumes Wemded..5 oc. i. escceescensesaeeten teens 1192 .10 119.20 
MAPS NOUN LEG yciec twas ca. ole once ke emndsdenna ties 31 .50 15.50 - 
Shelfdist CasGeson cicgsats,cussuteeth tesa aes sect 48 216 4.80 
Chreek-bookesix.c, ne ada cos dete secstisnvebs cnet ede ay, Ra a) 3.70 
Matilda DOGKECS: cc3) Sseverateons vera oesandeatecens 550 .O2 11.00 
Manila envelopes ce \icncn cdi: ac cares cusemocn ein 200 .025 5.00 
Desk blotters neat cee neers eee cate ereecune 12 .50 6.00 
Portfolios, 33: 25%, T7650 .k. ico. vannenscatekes AOR ener 1.50 
Sigte moltinted ohio 5.0. ts cree vevekves sas eeeeee 16 .10 1.60 
Periodicals stabbed and stitched............... 73 702 1.46 
Boxes, 5 @ 25%, 1 @ 20%, 13 @ 30%, 30@ 35%, 
5 @ 40%, 7 @ 50%, 3 @ 75%, I @ 80%,4 @ 
$2.00, I @ $3.50... seesccerscecersee rene cosesesees FO cepae 35-90 
Pictures mounted, 2 @ 50%, I @ I0?#.......... 24 Sigtapeeene I.IO 
Mending two atlases ' ih. uss iig sce. vue etochetoniae tec ue” a eran 1.00 
Binding tWo FegiSterg. si oor.. mr. ener ease does ee bee ens eee 5.50 
$1517.75 
Dota ress Syont oe Go ods aeons eet Sout cane en $10616.85 
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Appendix E 


REVISED PUBLIC LIBRARY LAW FOR THE STATE OF WASH- 
INGTON. LAWS OF 1909, CH. 116. 


An AcT providing for the establishment and maintenance of public and 
free libraries and museums, and repealing certain other laws relating to public 
libraries. 


Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington: 


SEcTION |. By a majority vote at any election, any city, village, town, 
school district, or other body authorized to levy and collect taxes, or by vote 
of its common council, any city may establish and maintain a free public library, 
with or without branches, either by itself or in connection with any other body 
authorized to maintain such library. Whenever twenty-five taxpayers shall 
petition, the question of providing library facilities shall be voted on at the next 
election or meeting at which taxes may be voted: Provided, That due public 
notice shall have been given of the proposed action. 

Sec. 2. By similar vote money may be granted toward the. support of 
libraries not owned by the public but maintained for its welfare and free use: 
Provided, That such libraries shall be subject to the inspection of the state 
library commission and registered by it as maintaining a proper standard; that 
the commission shall certify what number of books circulated are of such a 
character as to merit a grant of public money; and that the amount granted 
yearly to libraries on the basis of circulation shall not exceed ten cents for each 
volume of the circulation thus certified by the commission. 

Sec. 3. Taxes, in addition to those otherwise authorized, may be voted 
by any authority named in section one, and for any purpose specified in sections 
one and two and shall, unless otherwise directed by such vote, be considered as 
annual appropriations therefor until changed by further vote, and shall be levied 
and collected yearly, or as directed, as are other general taxes; and all money 
received from taxes or other sources for such library shall be kept as a separate 
library fund and expended only under direction of the library trustees on 
properly authenticated vouchers. Every free library now established and every 
free library hereafter established shall be maintained and managed as provided 
in this act. 

Sec. 4. The management and control of every public library shall be 
vested in a board of five trustees (unless a larger number be decided upon by a 
vote at the time of establishment or at some subsequent annual election) who 
shall be elected by the legal voters; except that in cities they shall be appointed 
by the mayor, with the consent of the city council, from citizens of recognized 
fitness for such position. No person shall be ineligible as a trustee by reason of 
sex, and no trustee as such shall ever reecive any compensation. The first 
trustees shall determine by lot whose term of office shall expire each year, and a 
new trsutee shall be elected or appointed annually to serve for five years, except 
that when the board consists of more than five members, each trustee shall serve 
for a term of years corresponding to the number of regular members on the 
board in order that one term shall expire each year; all vacancies shall be as 
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soon as possible filled in like manner as the members of the board are regularly 
chosen, and in an unexpired term for the residue of the term only. 

Sec. 5. The trustees shall immediately after taking office meet and organize 
by the election of one of their number president and by the election of such 
other officers as they may deem necessary. They shall make and adopt such 
by-laws, rules and regulations for their own guidance and for the government of 
the library as may be expedient, not inconsistent with law or this act. They 
shall have the supervision, care and custody of the rooms or buildings constructed. 
leased or set apart for the library and the exclusive control of the expenditures 
of all moneys collected for the library fund; and such money shall be paid out 
from the treasury by the proper officers upon the properly authenticated vouchers 
of the board of trustees without further audit. They may accept and receive 
gifts of money, real estate, books, or other property for library purposes. They 
may lease and occupy, purchase, or erect on purchased or donated grounds, an 
appropriate building or buildings for library purposes. They shall have power 
to appoint a chief librarian, who shall possess such qualifications with respect to 
experience, ability, citizenship, electoral capacity, and residence as the board 
may require and who shall be subject to removal by the board. ‘They shall 
adopt a system of competition or examination under which all appointments ex- 
cept that of chief librarian shall be made and under such system the chief 
librarian shall have power, by and with the consent of the board, to appoint all 
subordinate employes of the library, prescribe rules for their conduct, and remove 
them from office. So far as possible, all appointments shall be made for ascer- 
tained fitness for the work, and removals shall be made for demonstrated unfitness 
and neither appointments nor removals shall be made because of the candidate’s 
race, color, political influence, or religious belief. The trustees shall have the 
power to do all other acts and things necessary to the management, custody, and 
control of the library. 

Sec. 6. The trustees shall make an annual report at the close of each year 
to the city council or the proper body authorized to levy and collect taxes, stating 
the condition of their trust, the various sums of money received from the library 
fund and all other sources, how much money has been expended, the number of 
books and periodicals on hand, the number added during the year, the number 
missing or retired, the number loaned out and the general character of such 
loans, and such other statistics, information and suggestions as they may deem of 
general interest, together with their estimate of the income necessary for the proper 
maintenance of the library for the ensuing year: Provided, That nothing in this 
act shall be construed as empowering the board of trustees to incur any indebted- 
ness except as there is sufiicient money in the library fund applicable to. the 
payment thereof. 

Sec. 7. In order to avail the library of any provision of this act for state 
aid, the board of trustees shall apply to the state library commission to have the 
institution registered by the commission as a library under its visitation and super- 
vision. 

Sec. 8. Every library which receives state aid shall make to the commission 
an annual report verified by the oath of its presiding officer, and giving such in- 
formation in such form as shall be prescribed by the commission. ‘These reports 
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shall be summarized and transmitted to the Governor by the commission, together 
with the reports of its proceedings as required by law. 

Sec. 9. Every library established or maintained under this act shall be 
forever free for the use of the inhabitants of the city, town, village, or district 
where located, subject to such reasonable rules and regulations as the trustees may 
find necessary in order that the library shall be of the greatest benefit to the 
greatest number; and they may exclude from the use of the library any person 
who wilfully violates such rules. 

Sec. 10. The board of trustees of any free library in this state may, under 
such rules and regulaticns as it may deem necessary and upon such conditions as 
may be agreed upon, allow non-residents of the city, town, village, or district in 
which the library is situated to use the books therein and may make exchanges of 
books with any other public library, either permanently or temporarily; and any 
such board may contract with the board of commissioners of the county in which 
the library is situated, or with the board of commissioners, village trustees, town 
or city council, of any neighboring county, village, town or city, to loan the 
books of said library to the residents of such county, village, town or city, upon 
the terms agreed upon in such contract; and every such board of trustees, board of 
county commissioners or village trustees, town or city council, is hereby em- 
powered to make contracts for such purpcse and to pay the consideration agreed 
upon therein to the board of trustees of such library out of the county, town, 
village, or city treasury upon the rendering of proper accounts therefor. 

Sec. 11. Whoever intentionally injures, defaces, or destroys any property 
belonging to or deposited in any public library, reading room, museum, or other 
educational institution, shall be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for 
not more than three years, or in the county jail for not more than one year, or by 
a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Sec. 12. Whoever wilfully detains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamph- 
let, manuscript, or other property belonging in or to any public or incorporated 
library, reading room, museum, or other educational institution, for thirty days 
after notice in writing to return the same, given after the expiration of the time 
which by the rules of such institution such article or other property may be kept, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than one or more than twenty-five dollars, 
or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months; and the said notice shall 
bear on its face a copy of this section. 

Sec. 13. Any corporation, association, school district or combination of dis- 
tricts may, by legal vote, duly approved by the state library commission, transfer 
the ownership and control of its library, with all its appurtenances, to any public 
library under the supervision of the commission, and thereafter said public library 
shall be entitled. to receive any money, books, or other property from the state or 
other sources, to which said corporation, association, or district would have been 
entitled but for such transfer; and the trustees or body making the transfer shall 
thereafter be relieved of all responsibility pertaining to property thus transferred. 

Sec. 14. If the local authorities of any library, supported wholly or in 
part by state money, fail to provide for the safety and public usefulness of its 
books, the state library commission shall, in writing, notify the trustees of said 
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library of what is necessary to meet the state’s requirements, and on such notice 
all its rights to further grants of money or books from the state shall be suspended 
until the commission certifies that the requirements have been met; and if said 
trustees shall refuse or neglect to comply with such requirements for sixty days 
after the service of such notice, the commission may remove them from office and 
thereafter all books and other library property wholly or in part paid for from 
state money shall be under the full and direct control of the commission which, 
as shall seem best for the public interest, may appoint new trustees to carry on 
the library, or may store it, or may distribute to other libraries the books paid for 
with state money. 

Sec. 15. Under such rules as it may prescribe, the state library commission 
may lend from any books it may have for the purpose selections of books for 
a limited time to any public library in this state under its visitation or super- 
vision, or to any community not yet having established such library but having 
conformed to the conditions required for such loans. All the official publications 
of the state shall be furnished, through the state library commission, to every free 
public library in the state, free of charge. : 

Sec. 16. The trustees or librarian of, or any citizen interested in, any public 
library in the state shall be entitled to ask from the state library commission any. 
needed advice or instruction as to a library building, furniture and equipment. 
government and service, rules for readers, selecting, buying, cataloguing, shelving. 
or lending books, or any other matter pertaining to the establishment, reorganiza- 
tion, or administration of a public library. The commission may provide for 
giving such advice and instruction either personally or through printed matter and 
correspondence. The commission may, on request, select or buy books or furnish 
books instead of money apportioned, or may make exchanges and loans from any 
collection of books it may have in its possession. Such assistance shall be free to 
residents of this state as far as practicable; but the commission may in its discre- 
tion charge a proper fee to non-residents, or for assistance of a personal nature 
or for anything which is not properly an expense to the state but which may be 
authorized for the accommodation of users of such library. 

Sec. 17. The state library commission may use receipts from fees, fines, 
gifts from all sources, or sale of its bulletins or similar printed matter, for buying 
books or for any other proper expenses of carrying on its work. 

Sec. 18. Such sum as shall have been appropriated by the legislature as a 
fund for public library aid, shall be paid annually by the State Treasurer on the 
warrant of the State Auditor, according to an apportionment to be made for the 
benefit of deserving free libraries by the commission in accordance with its rules, 
and duly authenticated by it: Provided, That this money shall not be spent for 
any books except those approved or selected and furnished by the commission; 
that no locality shall share in the apportionment unless it shall raise and use for 
the same purpose not less than an equal amount from taxation or other local 
sources; that for any part of the apportionment not payable directly to the library 
trustees, the commission shall file with the State Auditor proper vouchers, showing 
that it has been spent in accordance with law exclusively for books for free 
libraries or for proper expenses incurred for their benefit; and that books paid for 
by the state shall be subject to return to the commission whenever the library shal] 
neglect or refuse to conform to the regulations under which it secured them. 
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Sec. 19. Any library established under this act may be abolished only by 
a majority vote of the people at a regular annual election, ratified by a majority 
vote at the next annual election. If any such library be abolished its property 
shall be used first to return to the state library commission, for the benefit of 
other public libraries in that locality, the equivalent of such sums as it may have 
received from the state or from other sources as gifts for public use. After such 
return any remaining property may be used as directed in the vote abolishing the 
library; but if the entire library property does not exceed in value the amount of 
such gifts it may be transferred to the commission for public use and the trustees 
shall thereupon be freed from further responsibility. No abolition of a public 
library established under this act shall be lawful till the commission grants a 
certificate that its assets have been properly distributed and its abolition completed 
in accordance with law. 

Sec. 20. All persons desirous of making gifts of money, personal property 
or real estate for the benefit of a public library shall have the right to vest the 
title thereto in the board of trustees, to be held and controlled by the board when 
accepted, according to the terms of the deed of gift, devise or bequest. 

Sec. 21. All provisions of this act shall apply equally to libraries and 
to combined libraries and museums, and the word library shall be construed to 
include reference and circulating libraries and readinb rooms. 

Sec. 22. An act authorizing the establishment of public libraries in cities, 
approved March 20, 1895; also an act authorizing cities of the first class to pur- 
chase or set apart lands for the purpose of public libraries, museums, or art 
chase or set apart lands for the purposes of public libraries, museums, or art 
galleries, to contract for the annual expenditure of a certain sum in their mainte- 
nance, and to issue bonds or to make an annual tax levy to pay for the same, 
and declaring an emergency, approved March 11, 1901; also, an act providing 
for the establishment and maintenance of public and free libraries and museums, 
and repealing all laws in conflict therewith, approved March 18, 1901; also, 
an act to amend an act authorizing the establishment of public libraries in cities, 
approved March 7, 1907, are hereby repealed. 

Passed by the House March 4, 1909. 

Passed by the Senate March 8, 1909. 

Approved March 13, 1909. 
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Appendix F 
Scheme of Library Service 


In accordance with the provisions of the library law of the State 
of Washington (Laws of 1909, chapter 116), the following plan ~ 
is adopted by the Board of Trustées of the Seattle Public Library 
at their regular monthly meeting held July 6, 1909, as a sutimary 
of thé general principles upon which it ptoposés to conduct the 
library service so far as regards the selection, appointment, promio- 
tion, transfer, ahd rémoval of employees; This schemé may lie 
amended from time to time as may be found éxpediént, but évery 
amendment must récéivé the approval of a majority of all the mem- 
bers of the Board. The scheme does not impose any obligation 
upon thé Board of Trtistees and does not éstablish any contractual 
relation with its émployeés: Exéept in thé casé of spécific written 
agreemeént to the contrary, all positions in thé library service shall 
be held only during the pleasure of the Trustees and subjéét to such 
conditions as the | riistees may from timé to time preséribe. 

Catididates for appointment to positions in any branch of the 
library service 6¢ for admission to the traifiirig class will be requested 
to fill owt the printed application blank furnished by the library and 
to file with their applications at léast two téstiniénials of g60d char- 
aéter and général ability, They must also poésséss pérsonal qualifi- 
Cations satisfactory to the librarian atid the Administration Com- 
mittéé, 

Appointments to positions i thé library sérvicé will; $6 far 
ag possible, be based 6n merit only, atid recommendations from meni 
bers of the Board of Trusteés or. thé usé of influence of pressure of 
any kind to secure an appoititment will bé considered prejudicial 
to the interests of the candidate. The state law on this péint reads 
as follows: 


“So far as possible, all appointments shall be made for as- 
certained fitness for the work, and removals shall. be made for 
demonstrated unfitness and neither appointments nor removals 
shall be made because of the candidate’s race, color, political in- 
fluence, or religious belief.” 


No relative or member of the family of a trustee shall be em- 
ployed in any capacity by the Board; provided that this shall not 
be so construed as to prevent the retention of an employee already 
in the library when an appointment of a relative as trustee is made. 

Positions in the library service will be divided into two general 
groups, as follows: 

Group A will include all positions where the assistant works 
directly with books or with readers and for which training or ex- 
perience in library work is desirable. This group includes such 
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positions as Heads of departments, Branch librarians, Reference 
attendants, Cataloguers, Children’s librarians, Desk attendants, Li- 
brarian’s secretary, etc. | 

Group B will include all other positions, such as Auditors, 
Bookkeepers, Stenographers, Telephone operators, Newspaper cus- 
todians, Bookbinders, Engineers, Watchmen, Elevator-men, Jani- 
tors, Cleaners, Pages, Book-menders, etc. 

Candidates for positions in Group A who have had at least 
two years’ successful experience in actual library work or who have 
satisfactorily completed at least one year of study in a library train- 
ing school of repute will not be required to take a written examina- 
tion, but will be graded by the librarian and the Administration 
Committee according to the information given in their applications 
and testimonials and any other information that may be available 
concerning them, with due regard to the qualifications needed for 
each position to be filled. 

Candidates for positions in Group A without library training 
or experience will be required to take the apprentice course described 
below. | 

Candidates for positions in Group B will not be required to 
take a written examination, but will be graded by the librarian and 
the Administration Committee in accordance with the statements in 
their applications and testimonials and any further information avail- 
able concerning them. 


Apprentice Course 


A course of training for apprentices will be held each year by 
the library if the needs of the service require. 

Applicants for membership in the apprentice class shall fill out 
the printed application blank furnished by the library and file there- 
with at least two testimonials of good character, education, and gen- 
eral ability. They must be not less than 18 nor more than 35 years 
of age and physically capable of performing the duties required im 
the library service. No one who is defective in sight or hearing will 
be admitted to this class. They must have had the equivalent of a 
four years’ high school course arid poéssess personal qualifications satis- 
- factory to the librarian and the Administration Committee. 

Candidates meeting these requirements will be admitted to an 
entrance examination testing their general education and knowledge 
of literature, history, foreign languages, and general information. 

Candidates who pass this examination will be admitted to a 
six months’ course of training, except that the number of appren- 
tices received will be subject to the discretion of the librarian. ‘The 
course will include formal instruction in each branch of library work 
and practice work under supervision in each department of the 
library. This instruction and practice work will require the same 
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amount of time as is given by the regular library employees, or 42 
hours per week. ‘The instruction given will be considered an equiva- 
lent for the services rendered and while no salary will be paid to 
apprentices, no tuition fee will be required of them. 

Any member of the apprentice class who at any time does not 
show sufficient promise of future success will be advised to withdraw 
and no further instruction will be given to such member. 

It is understood that those pursuing this course are desirous 
of obtaining a position in the library and will accept such a posi- 
tion if offered at the end of the term or within a reasonable time 
thereafter. But it is distinctly understood by those entering the 
library for instruction that no position is guaranteed at any time, 
in this or any other library. On the other hand, the rapid growth 
of the work of the library gives the apprentice who successfully 
completes the preliminary training and passes the final technical ex- 
amination in library methods, favorable opportunity for appoint- 
ment. Apprentices who pass the final examination will be eligible 
for appointment to positions in the lowest grade of Group A of the 
library service, beginning at a salary of $50 per month. They 
will not be eligible for the higher positions until they have given 
one or more years of satisfactory service in the lowest grade. 


Promotions 


A vacancy in the higher grades shall be filled by the promo- 
tion of an assistant from a lower grade whenever there is an assist- 
ant qualified for the higher position. This shall be determined 
by the librarian and the Administration Committee. 

Increases in salary will be made from time to time as shall 
be deemed advisable by the librarian and the Administration Com- 
mittee and approved by the Board of Trustees. Such increases in 
salary will be Lased upon educational and technical qualifications, 
faithfulness, and efficiency, rather than upon mere length of service, 
and will be contingent upon the necessary appropriation for the sup- 
port of the library. All employees in the library service are re- 
quested to consider the amount of their compensation as confidential. 


Transfers 


Assistants may be transferred from one department of the 
library to another, or their time may be divided between two or 
more departments, as may be deemed advisable by the librarian for 
the best interests of the service. 


Removals 


The terms of service of all employees of the library, unless 
‘ otherwise expressly provided, shall be continuous, but employees 
shall be subject to removal for cause at any time at the pleasure 
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of the Board of Trustees. Such removal will require the recom- 
mendation of the librarian and’ the vote of a majority of all the 
members of the Board of Trustees. Pending the action of the 
Board, the librarian may suspend any employee, if, in his judgment, 
the good of the service requires such action. 


Hours of Service 


Each empioyee in Group A and each auditor, bookkeeper, 
stenographer, and telephone operator shall work 42 hours per week, 
not including meal time, the hours to be arranged to meet the re- 
quirements of the particular department of the library to which 
he or she may be assigned. These 42 hours may be so planned 
by the head of the department as to permit a half holiday each 
week. for each assistant. Assistants in Group B, except those named 
above, shall work eight hours per day or 48 hours per week. 

The hours named above shall apply to all employees except 
those on partial time or hour service. 

The hours for Sunday and holiday service are not to be in- 
cluded as part of the 42 hours required of each assistant. A\ssist- 
ants who are required to be on duty in reading room service on 
Sundays and legal holidays will receive extra compensation for such 
service at the daily rate of 1-300 of their annual salary. 


Vacations 


Under provisions of the city charter, the librarian is empowered 
to grant each regular full-time employee an annual vacation of 
fifteen working days with pay. Assistants who have been in the 
employ of the library less than one year will be allowed one day 
of vacation for each month of service rendered previous to August 
first. All vacations must be arranged for in advance with the head 
of the department in which the assistant is employed. 


Leaves of Absence 


Leaves of absence without pay, in addition, to the regular 
vacation, may be granted by the librarian when recommended by 
the head of the department, provided they do not seriously inter- 
fere with the work of the library. Such requests should be made 
to the librarian by the head of the department. 
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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


To the Honorable, The Mayor, and City Council 
of Seattle. 


Gentlemen: The Library Board has the honor to trans- 


mit herewith the report of the Library Department for the 


year 108. Respectfully, 


G. A. C. ROCHESTER, 
Chairman, 


Seattle, Washington, January |, 1909. 


Report of the Librarian 
To the Library Board of the City of Seattle. 


Gentlemen:—The following report on the work of the Seattle 
Public Library during the year ending December 31, 1908, is re- 
spectfully submitted by the librarian. ‘This is the eighteenth annual 
report of the library and the first report covering a full year of the 
present administration. 

The important events during the year were the donation of 
$105,000 on January 29 by Mr. Andrew Carnegie for three branch 
library buildings; the donation of sites for these branches in Green 
Lake, University, and West Seattle by residents in these sections; 
the selection by competition of an architect for the three branch 
buildings; the erection of a concrete retaining wall and foundation 
for the approach at the main library building; the grading of the 
four streets surrounding the main library and of the lot at the rear 
of the building; the designation of this library as a depository for the 
Congressional series of United States government documents through 
the courtesy of Hon. William E. Humphrey; an increase of 100,639 
in the circulation of books for home use over the record of the previous 
year; and the extension of the closing hour at the main library from 
9 p. m. to 10 p. m. beginning June first. 
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Summary 


The following table gives a summary of the growth and opera- 


tions of the library as compared with the previous year. ‘The details 


of the work are explained more fully in later pages and complete 


tables of statistics will be found in the appendices. 


aes Ta 


1907. 1908. 
Population (Polk’s directory estimate) ........ 241,550 276,462 
Number of yolumes December o1.02...0).. 93,794 102,132 
Number of volumes added during the year.... 12,759 8,338 
Number of periodicals received, including 

duplicdtes, <2. Se eee pee Sais 673 752 
Number of newspapers received, including 

uplicetes ruta seer dn cea ei aie 136 203 
Number of borrowers registered during the 

VOOrs nse tsh ie ass has LE eee sea, 19,229 17,241 
Total registration December 31...................... 29,118 36,470 
Percentage of population registered as bor- 

POWETS 0 eee eshte eg ee eee 12% 13% 
Circulation of books for home use................ 454,735 555,374 
Circulation’ iper veapita: ga. 723 ee eee: 1.88 2.01 
Percentage of fiction circulation to total cir- 

GUPATION 4 cel). Sec ae 69.27 68.66 
Number on staff December 31]....................... 74 82 
Wax brates ese) ek cue een Oe eee 30-100 mills 52-100 mills 
Totalreceipts: from city). a5, 2. ce ee $ 87,037.98 $120,308.29 
Expenditures for salaries..................-2:..:000-00:-- 40,684.89 46,221.19 
Expenditures for books................20.2..20c20000--0+ 10,146.27 9,105.22 
Expenditures for periodica!s...............0..........- 232072 1,939.83 
Expenditures for binding.................0..20-.220020---- 5,436.33 6,220.23 
Other operating expenses _.........2200022-2--e- 19,778.50 14,683.12 
Total, regular; expense:i.3.)30) Soon ee 78,366.71 78,169.59 
Regular expense per capita........0..0020-200.0.0.--- 3243 2827 
Extraordinary expenditures ..............0020020..0...- 62,503.46 43,051.04 
‘otal. expenditures: oe ane. ae, ene 140,870.17 121,220.63 


Finance 


The receipts and expenditures for the year are itemized on 


pages 28 to 30. ‘The total receipts from taxes, licenses, and 
library fines amounted to $120,308.29, or $33,270.31 more than 
the receipts in 1907 from the same sources. ‘The receipts were 
$16,432.51 below the estimate, however, owing to a falling off 
in licenses, and to the fact that the taxes remaining unpaid at the close 
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of the year were in excess of the usual amount. ‘The tax levy for 
1909 has been fixed at 52 one-hundredths of a mill, or the same rate 
as was granted for 1908. 

The expenditures for books, salaries, and operating expenses 
during 1908 amounted to $78,169.59, or $197.12 less than the 
previous year. [his does not mean that the cost of operation has 
been reduced, but that we have waited for books, equipment, and 
assistants that were badly needed, in order to pay bills incident to 
the completion and equipment of the new building; $40,517.18 was 
spent for these extraordinary items during 1908. The library is now 
out of debt, with bills paid to date except the loan of $14,307.55 
made to the Library Board from the general fund to pay the assess- 
ment for widening and extending Fourth Avenue. ‘This could also 
have been paid if the estimated funds had been received. 

In this connection the librarian begs to suggest an amendment 
to the city charter fixing the annual tax levy for library purposes at 
not less than one-half mill and not more than one mill. Such an 
amendment would place the library on a sound financial basis so 
that it might grow as the city grows. It would also relieve the 
finance committee of the City Council and .the Library Board from 
several extended and unnecessary joint conferences each year to dis- 
cuss what amount shall be granted for library purposes. A similar 
amendment is now in force providing money for park purposes. 

To develop an adequate library system in a city that is growing 
so rapidly will require liberal expenditures of money for books and 
equipment during the next few years. The use made of the facilities 
already provided indicates that the people are ready for good library 
service and we believe they are willing to pay the necessary cost. 


Staff and Training Class 


The staff was enlarged during the year by the creation of 
eight new positions demanded by the growth of our work. At the 
close of the year there were 82 people employed, of whom 42 were 
engaged in technical library work. ‘The resignations included Miss 
Blanchard, chief of the children’s department; Mrs. Barker, chief of 
the catalogue department; Miss Drinker, assistant superintendent of 
circulation, and Miss Ogden, order clerk. Among the new appoint- 
ments were those of Miss Andrus as chief of the children’s depart- 
ment, and Miss Hurlbert as librarian at the Ballard Branch. 


8 SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


A complete list of the staff as it stood in December is given on 
pages 22 and 23. 

A training class held during the summer was attended by four 
apprentices, one of whom has since received a permanent appoint- 
ment on the staff. 


Accessions and Binding 


The number of volumes in the library on January Ist, 1908, 
as given in the last report, was 93,794. During the past year, 10,100 
volumes have been added to the collection and 1,762 volumes with- 
drawn, leaving a net increase of 8,338 volumes and a total of 
102,132 volumes in the library at the close of the year 1908. 

These figures are only approximately correct since they do not 
include the unaccessioned bound documents (about 6,875 volumes), 
old books returned since the library fire in January 1901 (about 
376 volumes), and books lost and paid for by borrowers but after- 
wards found and returned to the library (77 such books were re- 
turned in the past year). On the other hand, books lost have never 
been deducted. ‘The inventories for the years 1901 to 1908 inclu- 
sive show losses amounting to 9,041 volumes. Many of these books 
will turn up later, but volumes missing more than four or five years 
should be deducted in compiling any statement of the number of 
volumes in the library. We hope to give a more accurate record of 
the number of volumes in the library in the next annual report. 

The gifts during the year included 791 bound volumes and 
number of pamphlets. 

The library bindery turned out 7,368 volumes of new binding 
during the year, in addition to considerable miscellaneous and repair 
work, and the gilding of class numbers on 14,173 volumes. A com- 
plete statement of all work done in the bindery is given on page 31. 
The value of this work is estimated at $7,230.69, using as a 
basis for estimate the prices quoted by outside binders for a similar 
grade of work as given in the schedule on page 32. ‘The actual 
amount spent during the year for salaries and binding material was 
$6,220.23, or 14% below the estimated cost of the work done. 
We may therefore reach the general conclusion that the actual costs 
are 14% below the prices given in the schedule. ‘The largest single 
item in this work is the rebinding of fiction in imperial morocco cloth. 
The majority of these volumes are |12mos, for which the allowance 
in the schedule is 80 cents per volume. ‘The actual cost, deducting 
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the 14%, would be 69 cents per volume. By a similar process, the 
actual cost of binding our periodicals in half morocco ‘is estimated 
at from $1.25 to $1.42 per volume, according to size. 

These prices are high as compared with prices paid elsewhere 
for good binding. Cedric Chivers of Brooklyn, one of the best 
binders of library books, charges 50 cents per volume for rebinding 
fiction and a recent statement of the Director of the New York 
Public Library shows that the average cost to that library for rebind- 
ing fiction is 53 cents per volume. The time and freight charges at- 
tendant upon shipping books east for binding, however, seem to make 
such a course inadvisable. I doubt if more durable library binding 
is done anywhere than that in our own bindery, but the question of 
its cost seems to be worth serious study. 

Another item in connection with our binding deserving of care- 
ful consideration is the material to be used on magazines. [hese are 
now being bound in morocco leather. ‘The investigations of experts 
and the experience of libraries seem to prove that no leather now 
available for the binding of books will stand the disintegrating effects 
of time, heat, gas, and sunshine to which library books are more 
or less subjected. Various textile fabrics such as cloth, buckram, 
and duck are being adopted quite generally for library bindings, not 
only because they are much cheaper, but because they do not decay 
and need replacing in a comparatively few years as do leather bind- 
ings. It will probably be advisable to substitute duck or some similar 
material in place of morocco when the first volumes of the 1909 
magazines are ready for binding next July. 


Catalogue Department 


During 1908, 3,943 volumes and 250 pamphlets were cat- 
alogued for the main library and 875 volumes for the branches. The 
stamping of “‘open shelf’’ on cards for books kept in the open-shelf 
room and in the art department was completed, as was also the ex- 
tension of class numbers for books of travel and history. About 
35,000 cards were filed in the Depository catalogue of the Library 
of Congress. 

The work for the coming year will include the making of 
catalogues for Ballard, University, and Columbia branches, further 
revision of the main catalogue, and the extension of class numbers in 
certain other subjects. 
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Registration and Circulation 


During the year 1908 the number of borrowers registered, in- 
cluding adult and juvenile at main library and branches, was 17,241. 
The registrations for 1907, the first year in the new building, num- 
bered 19,229. Since all borrowers’ cards expire at the end of two 
years, the total number of cards in force January |, 1909, was 
therefore 36,470, or 13% of the estimated population of Seattle 
(276,462) as given in Polk’s 1908 directory. 

The total number of volumes issued for home use during the 
year was 555,374, an increase of 100,639, or 22% over the circu- 
lation for the year 1907. The circulation for 1908 is given in de- 
tail by subjects, by months, and by departments and branches in 
Appendix B of this report. Using again the above estimate of popu- 
lation, this circulation is slightly over two books per capita. In other 
words, on an average each man, woman, and child in Seattle reads 
a little more than two books each year. 


Children’s Department 


On September first Miss Alice Blanchard resigned her position 
as head of the children’s department and Miss Gertrude Andrus, 
librarian of the children’s room in the Central Library in Pittsburg, 
was appointed as her successor. ‘he only other change in service 
during the year was the appointment of Miss Elizabeth Robinson as 
assistant in the children’s room. 

Instead of being open only one evening a week, the children’s 
room is now open every week-day until 9 o'clock. ‘This change was 
made June first and the evening attendance during the seven months 
from June to December inclusive numbered 7,203, while 5,943 books 
were lent during these evening hours. ‘The total circulation for home 
use from the children’s room at the main library during 1908 was 
76,159, an increase of 1,517 over the previous year. 1,596 new 
borrowers were registered. 

The older children who use the room far outnumber the little 
children, which is perhaps to be expected in a library so far down 
town. It therefore seems advisable to strengthen the collection of 
books for older boys and girls and to make the room attractive to 
them, in order to keep them where their reading can be supervised 
more thoroughly than is possible in the adult department. 
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In December an exhibit was held of books suitable for Christ- 
mas gifts for children. The Post-Intelligencer printed a list of the 
books and through the courtesy of Mr. C. A. Hughes proof-sheets — 
of the list were furnished for distribution. A large copy of the 
Sistine Madonna, loaned by C. W. Parker & Co., together with the 
Christmas greens brought in by some of the boys, gave the room a 
festive appearance quite opposite to its usual vault-like aspect. 

If the walls of this room could be tinted a lighter color and 
some prism glass used in the windows, it would probably not be neces- 
sary to use the electric lights continuously as at present. [he room 
also needs some permanent decorations. 

The children’s weekly story hour at the main library was con- 
tinued during 1908 with a total attendance of 2,173 in 28 differ- 
ent groups. ‘[wenty stories were told in the school rooms to 1,105 
pupils. The public school teachers are interested and enthusiastic over 
the cooperation which the library offers and it is impossible with the 
present force to accept all the invitations to visit the school rooms and 
talk to the children about the library. 

In the spring Miss Blanchard held two meetings to which teach- 
ers were invited to discuss the purpose and method of telling stories to 
children. Both these meetings were largely attended and aroused 
much enthusiasm. 


Reference Department 


The reference librarian reports that the seating capacity of 
the reference room has proved inadequate many times during the past 
year and that the use of the department has more than doubled. In 
this connection the librarian recommends that the partition dividing 
this room be removed in order to provide greater table space and to 
permit better supervision, and that the women’s rest room be abol- 
ished and the space thus occupied thrown into the reference room by 
removing the partitions. 

An event of great important to the reference department this 
year was the designation of this library as a depository for the 
Congressional series of United States government documents. ‘This 
designation was secured through the kindly interest of Congressman 
William E. Humphrey. These documents have heretofore been avail- 
able only at the University of Washington library, which is four miles 
from the down-town district. The United States government publi- 
cations are full of valuable material on a great variety of subjects 


12 SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


and they will constitute a notable addition to the resources of the 
reference department. Nominally they still belong to the government 
and are deposited on the condition that they will be considered as 
reference books and not loaned to borrowers. 

Another important addition to the reference department this 
year is the first four volumes (two volumes of text and two of plates) 
of ‘“The North American Indian,’ by Edward S. Curtis of Seattle. 
The complete work, costing $3,000, will include twenty volumes of 
plates, each accompanied by a volume of explanatory text. The 
magnificent plates in this work are made from actual photographs 
from life. Such a valuable record of a race that is rapidly becoming 
extinct will be of great assistance to the future student and historian. 

During the year cards were written for all books in the library 
relating to the northwest coast of North America for the cooperative 
check-list now being compiled for printing by Mr. C. W. Smith, 
assistant librarian of the University of Washington. This list will 
include the books relating to the Northwest in about ten or twelve of 
the larger libraries in British Columbia, Oregon and Washington. 

Another event proving of some importance to the library was 
the starting of a “‘Seattle authors’ shelf’’ in the reference room, with 
the idea of securing as gifts, books which the library should have be- 
cause written by local authors. 


Fine Arts Rooms 


The establishment of the fine arts department in 1907 has been 
fully justified by its use in 1908 and the appreciation shown by its 
patrons, who include architects, decorators, musicians, teachers, club 
members, and others. ‘The total attendance during the year num- 
bered 17,364, the circulation of books for home use, 6,452, and 
the circulation of pictures, 2,108. 

The work in this department is greatly handicapped by the 
dearth of books and the limited funds for their purchase. Art books 
are expensive and the library authorities would greatly appreciate 
any cooperation that may be extended by art societies or by indi- 
viduals in efforts to secure the donation of desirable books or the en- 
dowment of certain art subjects. 

The art periodicals from the periodical department, books on 
landscape gardening from the circulation department, and pictures 
from the children’s room have been transferred during the year to 
the fine arts room; 190 art books were purchased and 18 volumes 
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donated. Eleven additional art periodicals, nine of which are for- 
eign, have been added to the subscription list for 1909. For several 
of these, noticeably the Gazette des Beaux Arts, Moderne Bau- 
formen, and Camera Work, there has been a persistent demand. 
The increasing number of patrons and the careful work that 
many of them are doing, as well as frequent expressions of apprecia- 
tion, have been a constant incentive to the attendants. One of the 
assistants, Miss Calhoun, took a five months’ leave of absence abroad 
and returned with renewed interest and enthusiasm for her work. 


Periodical Department 


The periodical department has shared in the general growth and 
development of the library during the past year. “This work includes 
the supervision of the large periodical reading-room on the top floor 
and the two newspaper rooms on the ground floor, the women’s news- 
paper room having been opened this year in the room originally 
planned for a men’s smoking-room. 

The department has had on its regular files this year 752 
periodicals and 203 newspapers, including duplicate copies. Of the 
newspapers, 115 are published in the state and 94 of these are 
donated by the publishers. Of the 88 papers from places outside the 
state, 41 are free. 

The amount of detail involved in conducting this department 
efficiently would astonish the average library patron. It includes 
selecting the periodicals and newspapers for the annual subscription 
list, checking the itemized bills, recording each number as received, 
filing these latest numbers in the public racks and keeping them in 
order, preparing for the binder such as are to be permanently pre- 
served in the library, selecting back numbers containing articles on 
debate subjects or other topics of current interest and making them 
available to applicants, etc. Add to these the immense number of 
annoying complications due to the receipt of imperfect copies, changes 
in subscription rates, combinations of two or more periodicals pre- 
viously published separately, non-receipt of magazines subscribed for, 
pages or numbers missing when the volume is ready for binding, -etc., 
and the prospect is often bewildering. 

The results, however, are gratifying and indicate appreciation 
of the effort. An estimate of attendance during the year based partly 
on actual count shows that the periodical room was visited by ap- 
proximately 175,000, and the newspaper rooms by 218,000 readers. 
In addition to the reading in the building, 11,281 periodicals were 
lent for home use. A change in rules by which circulating magazines 
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may be drawn either on general or non-fiction borrowers-cards has 
resulted in increased circulation of magazines. I 
Lists of interesting articles in current magazines have been regu- 
larly posted on the bulletin boards, reference assistance has been given 
to readers so far as time permitted, lists of circulating magazines on 
special topics have been prepared, debate material has been sent to 
branch libraries, and every effort made to make the periodical re- 
sources of the library available to patrons. 
A union list of periodical subscriptions for 1909 in this library 
and the University of Washington library was printed in December. 
In compiling this list it was found desirable to discontinue twenty-one 
expensive or seldom-used periodicals which were already received at 
the University library, and thereby effect an annual saving of $118.50 
in our subscription and binding expense without reducing the amount 
of material available to the Seattle public. Any of these twenty-one 
periodicals may be freely consulted by any person at the University 
library. 
A further annual saving of $84.00 was effected by discontinu- 
ing the binding of the following newspapers: 
Boston Evening Transcript. 
London Daily Times. 
Los Angeles Express. 
Louisville Courier-Journal. 
Tacoma Ledger. 
Washington Post. 

In the future only the following newspapers will be bound: 
Chicago Tribune. 
New York Tribune. 
Atlanta Constitution. 
Portland Oregonian. 
San Francisco Chronicle. 
Seattle Argus. 
Seattle Daily Bulletin. 
Seattle Evening Times. 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 
Seattle Star. 
Spokane Spokesman-Review. 


The printed union list of periodicals above referred to also in- 
cludes lists of newspapers and circulating current magazines in the 
public library. 
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The Bagley collection of territorial newspapers, formerly kept 
in safety deposit vaults but transferred to the library this year, was 
unfolded, sorted, and sent to the bindery. 605 volumes of periodicals 
and 121 volumes of newspapers were prepared for binding. 

A counter is being built for the periodical room that will greatiy 
facilitate the work and provide better service to the public. This 
room also needs permanent magazine racks and additional tables. 

The collection of odds and ends of old chairs in the men’s news- 
paper room should be replaced by new chairs of uniform style. A 
counter should also be provided to enable one attendant to oversee 
this room and the women’s newspaper room from one point and in 
that way permit women to enter their room directly from the corridor. 
In the women’s newspaper room cases should be erected for the safe 
storage of back numbers of newspapers saved for binding. 


Branch Libraries 


The most important event of the year in connection with the 
branch libraries was the donation of $105,000 in January by Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie for three branch buildings. The following build- 
ing sites for these branches have been accepted by the Board: 

GREEN LAKE—A lot 125x110 feet at the north corner of 
East Green Lake Boulevard and Fourth Ave. N. E., donated by 
citizens of Green Lake. 

UNIVERSITY—A lot 160x200 feet at the northwest corner of 
Tenth Ave. N. E. and East Fiftieth St., donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Watson Allen. 

* WEsT SEATTLE—A lot 156x115 feet at the southeast corner 
of College St. W. and Forty-second Ave. S. W., donated by Mr. 
and Mrs. U. R. Neisz and West Seattle citizens. 

A competition for the selection of an architect for these branches, 
limited to Seattle firms and entered by thirty-three competitors, was 
held during the summer. Mr. John Galen Howard of San Francisco 
was selected as expert adviser to judge this competition and acting on 
his recommendation the Board appointed Messrs. Somervell and Coté 
as architects for the three buildings. In November, under instructions 
from the Board, the librarian visited twenty-two eastern cities to study 
branch library buildings recently constructed and in actual use else- 
where. ‘The architects, with the advice and counsel of the construc- 
tion committee and the librarian, have completed plans and specifica- 
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tions for all three branches and these plans are about to be submitted 
to contractors for competitive bids as this report goes to press. It is 
expected that all three buildings will be completed and in use by Jan- 
uary |, 1910. 

The growth and use of the four branch libraries now in opera- 
tion can best be shown in the following table: 


Statistics of branch libraries for 1908: 


Number Net increase Percentage 
volumes in volumes of increase in 

Jan. 41,1909. in 1908. Circulation. circulation 
Bollard (255.5 Sus a terhee  s ke ee 5,059 683 54,155 31.67 
Premont “2c. e355 ere eee 3,819 442 27,495 19.69 
Green Lake? 24 6 ee 3,038 376 25,214 18.29 
UC fliversity: ice ee ee een 3,304 ToZ 32,953 33.32 
Th ee ee 15,220 2,253 «139,817 7 ae 


The circulation at the branch libraries in 1908 showed a much 
larger percentage of increase over 1907 than the circulation at the 
main library. This does not indicate a withdrawal of readers from 
the central library but merely shows that more people are able to 
avail themselves of library privileges through branch libraries. 

The facilities offered through branches will be increased in 
the near future by the opening of two additional branches at Colum- 
bia and West Seattle, the latter in one of the new Carnegie build- 
ings. [he Columbia branch will be opened about May 1, 1909, 
with a collection of 1,000 volumes, in the old Columbia City 
Hall which has been secured rent free and is now being fitted with 
shelving and equipment. 

At the Ballard branch there is urgent need for a new furnace, 
floor covering, shelving, and many other items of interior equipment, 
and the grounds and walks around the building should be put in 
order. 

If the Fremont branch is to remain for any great length of time 
in its present quarters, we would urge the erection of a shorter flight 
of steps giving entrance to the room from Blewett Street. 

The hour of closing at the Green Lake branch was changed 
from 6 p. m. to 9 p. m. beginning September Ist. Each of the four 
branch libraries is now open from 2 p. m. to9 p.m. The crowded 
condition of the room at the Green Lake branch proves the need for 
the new building about to be erected in that district. 
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Deposit Stations 


The traveling libraries deposited in the nineteen fire stations had 
a circulation of 835 volumes, a gain of 31% over the 1907 record. 

Since the closing of the South branch, on account of the regrade, 
in June, 1907, the library has had no direct supervision over the read- 
ing of the children in that district except for those who come to the 
children’s room at the main library. During this time the circulation 
of library books from the South and Main Street schools has been 
unusually large and the Jewish settlement house on Eleventh Avenue 
has also proved a most satisfactory agent for distributing books to 
children. Only 223 books could be spared for the last named insti- 
tution, but they had a circulation of 2,258. 

Books have also been loaned to the St. Mark’s settlement 
house and to the summer camps maintained by the Y. M. C. A. 
and Y. W.C. A. Files of old magazines were sent to the Bemis bag 
factory, Cascade laundry, County hospital, Crittenton home, Pacific 
hospital, and the reading-rooms of the Seattle Electric company. 


Work with Schools 


Through the medium of what has been termed the school 
duplicate collection, each school room in Seattle which is supplied 
with circulating books is made practically a branch library for home 
circulation. Sets of twenty volumes each are sent to school rooms in 
grades four to eight inclusive. Reference books in limited numbers 
are also placed in the principals’ offices and drawn from there by the 
teachers. [hese reference collections contain from 50 to 90 volumes 
each. In the first, second, and third grades, picture books and 
pleasure readers are furnished in sets of twenty-four volumes each for 
use in the school rooms under the direct supervision of the teachers. 

During the past year, 66 public, parochial, and Sunday schools 
have been supplied with books. There were 598 grade libraries 
issued to teachers, 448 being circulating sets containing 9,340 books 
and these were reissued by the teachers to their pupils 42,521 times. 
These figures do not include the use of the reference books, picture 
books, and pleasure readers, nor the circulating books themselves in 
the class-rooms. While we have never been able to keep statistics 
showing the value of the library books in the school rooms, still, so 
many teachers have told us of their constant use by the pupils at odd 
minutes during school hours, at recess, and before the opening of the 
school sessions, that we feel justified in stating that the figures of actual 
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use would be many times greater than the statistics of home circula- 
tion, were it possible to keep them in a methodical way. 

This work with schools is of great value and far-reaching in 
its effects. [he books have been carefully selected from the best 
juvenile literature available and always with the ages of the pupils 
of the particular grade in mind. The cost of this branch of library 
work is small since it does not require the maintenance of reading- 
tooms and a large staff of assistants and the results are distinctly 
worth while, since we are forming to some extent at least the reading 
habit and judgment in the choice of books in the rising generation. 
Its success, however, depends largely on the teacher, who, with her 
intimate knowledge of the peculiarities and needs of the individual 
child, has a magnificent opportunity, if she will use it, to guide 
his reading. If she is wise enough to realize the important part 
which intelligent reading has in education, both during and after 
school days, she will coordinate the pupil’s reading with his school 
work and thereby create an added interest in each. 

Personal visits have been made as often as possible to the rooms 
where the teachers have taken books, to change the selection when a 
teacher desires, and to keep a general oversight of the school libraries. 
If, however, closer attention could be paid to the individual child and 
his needs, interesting him in certain books of non-fiction by giving 
general talks in the school room, the circulation of some of the classed 
books in the school collection would be greatly increased. There 
have not been assistants enough in the department to attempt this 
work, but we hope the failure to do it may be remedied during the 
present year. 

In cities like Buffalo and Pittsburg where the work done 
through the schools has reached such a high grade of excellence, with 
a correspondingly heavy circulation, an attendant from the library 
visits each school room at periods varying from once in two weeks to 
once a month. In Seattle we are unable to reach the teachers in 
personal visits oftener than two, or in some cases three, times during 
the school year. A special assistant is urgently needed who can 
devote her entire time to visiting schools to awaken the interest of 
the teachers and to talk to the children about books. 

The limit of twenty to twenty-four books to each school room 
is entirely inadequate to cover the needs of the pupils. Under the 
present arrangement but half the children in any room can have books 
for home reading at one time, the other half being obliged to wait 
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until the following week for their turn. Forty volumes to each teacher 
ought to be the smallest number supplied. 

There are 557 school rooms in the Seattle schools, which would 
require 22,280 volumes in order to fill satisfactorily the needs for 
the present school year. 

Six new buildings with 71 rooms will be ready for occupancy 
by the fall of 1909 and this will mean a further demand upon our 
resources. 

An estimate for the work opening the first of September, 1909, 
shows that 30,000 volumes would be needed to properly supply the 
school rooms. The school collection now contains only 14,390 
volumes. The cost of these averages 75 cents a volume and a special 
book appropriation of $12,000 could be utilized to advantage for 
immediate work in this department. 


The Future 


The three great needs for the future are an increase in the 
book fund, additional branch libraries, and the enlargement of the 
main building. Our large circulation with a comparatively small 
stock of books necessitates large expenditures for rebinding and re- 
placements. More books are needed in the school collection, at every 
one of the branches, and in all the departments at the main library. 

At least four more branches should be opened, one in the south- 
ern part of the city, a second on Queen Anne Hill, a third on Capitol 
Hill, and a fourth, later on, at Interbay. Sites for these four branches 
and for permanent buildings at Fremont and Columbia should be 
secured for future use while good sites are still obtainable at reason- 
able prices or by donation. There is little doubt that Mr. Carnegie 
will gladly furnish the money for additional buildings as they are 
needed. 

The need for a larger central building, noted in the last report, 
has been emphasized this past winter when we were unable many 
times to seat all those who wished to read. In addition to enlarging 
the present reading-rooms, additional rooms (lecture room, technology 
department, music room, document room, etc.) should be added and 
with proper study and planning the building when enlarged could be 
arranged for more economical administration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JUDSON T. JENNINGS, 
Librarian. 
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Appendix A 
Library Staff, December, 1908 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 


UB) (ig ist, neem eee Mn ENE Fake renee aN en, Onis Mie eI yy 8, Jupson T. JENNINGS 
Be Bele (1 fs ence Onna rg Nee reel aM iar LReES RU Rain OU ICN CR WSUS JEANNE A. BowMAN 
ORDER DEPARTMENT. 

Ord er -Clerhe occ 2 ea nO ae ee VACANCY 
ACCESSION DEPARTMENT. 

Cire 2B aa cet Mak telco ean peta ee eee Mrs. Minna P. REESE 
Tripotce’: Cherie. i ohlci gpg e e Se iy et ee Huco P. KUHNKE 
Al ssistartli sg ho ak ee ee enue LAAN ate eA ae Che Rae ee GERTRUDE H. CROCKER 
Pate rei i 5, ekg re Se Lan olin re Same, Deke eh cee et en MaseL BUGHER 

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT. 
Chief Oe A 2 Re VACANCY 
“A ssistan! Cataloguersits a. eee ie. oc roe ne eee ame tee Mrs. Jessie M. Boyp 
Assistant -Calaloguer..2 A. ke ee HELEN GILLETTE 
Assistant:C ataloguer 12380, eee 2 Oe ee AGNEs HANSEN 
A ssistanl (22220) ya ete! Pont aie 2 a ar HarriET ALLISON 
Tp pis hes ie ee ee Ie ot ee es et re Mrs. NeE.tuiE May BartH 
Page. issceie We Geo ee dnt ca IMA BUGHER 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT. 
Superiniendent of (Curcalation2..2.. JANE E. GARDNER 
Assistant Superintendent of Circulation ..........2...0.--..00.------- FLorENCE L. DRINKER 
Assistant: Gen a an Ges See 2 Mary B. BRAINERD 
A Ssistan] tee ee eo re cae oe te eee oe FANNIE L. DUDGEON 
A SSISUAIE Se Pf teal SE eg eet cad sake ae ae EveLYN A. Hosss 
Alsspstqiet 8 ot ie ot ie ipa Oe BLANCHE H, JossELYN 
PV TTT 31 | REN GORGE PONG Dee SATECE Nk ae et Gal abit ama lee, tls Mrs. MarcareET MEYDENBAUER 
Aasislant. 2 sae Ge ee Se es a as eae gens Mary Roe 
A gsistant. ct ss Beek ee eed eae os Oe a ee a Marion D. THuUM 
Assislatit cit Senate Dal ois Gels led ee ee ee Laura F. WoopBRIDGE 
Telephone Operator. cetoe ty aie ORE eae Marcaret A. McEwan 
Pa eV BE ol Sel Nite ea eee ee ERNEST BRABROOK 
| fel’ { Re ok eae MNT ee SA ORC os OO been mere E be SR foe Ey GrorcE BusH 
Page she 5 Rae ie 0k i PSs oe ORVILLE FAIRBURN 
Page iad pack at Du crate, We tA ne ee Gel ae ee ee WILLIAM FISHER 
| gsi Se A ORC MRL NE SE ROR eM OME RMON AE ee Tc Sei de. sel! Epwarp Harwoop 
| th 1 AOE Ae ea MND Nasir ane en ING ae Rplaccee in A RY oa TILL1E HoLBrook 
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT. 
Chief 2s OO te SAR go a ey ae GERTRUDE E.. ANDRUS 
Alssistarit ss) 3 25) M5 tat Soe) Os at io ns Vere ge ee AppiE J. PHINNEY 
Assistaart sors eeu i Ae) Sc geas aye Riss 5 ONES uae cre ee ene LLEWELLYN ROoBERTS 
Ar ssistant.. vb haces CO weeds Ul oy a a ee EvizaBeTH N. RosBinson 
Assistant. io.) rh eh Oe a i a le et ec ei HELEN SHELTON 
Meendere igi oe a Ae ee ie See ple eee BERNICE DUCKERING 
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REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 


ECE, le ns 00, A ee Re raat See Drtcee A ONL ek SAN erica: ee Nn Mary Banks 
Pe Prerencunya Hendant 1G 25. O48 oe yen ec ee elo Mrs. GERTRUDE F. Hess 
cE, 0 RTT (a DRT her Beet 0 eh at apt nay Ae nae ae DuBois MItTcHELL 
Pre rererncenys llentani: i664 ot ee Ba tk ged, 2 ss CorNELIA S. BARNES 
OS Usa oS OA RI ie tape eo) pie a ALFRED D. CAMERON 
EPC oS RSA eee ce) Gade PS los in ore ee oR Epwarp TUCKER 
ART DEPARTMENT. 
tha tee to 8 OES ila Eee a Gh i a aa i KATHARINE McMIcKEN 
RP EREP REE 71 TEMG A ee ee ee is ang A ku ANNIE H. CaLHOUN 
CB Tes SECO, We ET £177 ao ey NS A ee AR a et re Ot OLIVE BETTINGER 
Remeeneticoa ee Henugniom ces tos. reese: te Te ee JoHN LANE 
PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT. 
HN Cry on J DSR Ans © SERA Ba ele Be a ar KATHARINE B,. JUDSON 
PM Re enced A lend Gil eof. Fetes Pel nosso. one ake was ee essen Litian W. Burns | 
[Sy aa SES OWES PET ated OVD, ERE Tl co rea ce ne oa FLorus CoAN 
Rents TOM EITIROTIIN GID SDAP eNS:,- Nox ci ccipse hae Seth codec eaten deca ALFRED J. VILLARS 
TaN CIE OCLOTIN, Brean a iit oe Mente Fee ee IN ce eeecat deo J. W. Twiss 
ee nn ee ie ee Pg ee ee sl DupLEY WILLARD 
BRANCH DEPARTMENT. 
on LETTER 2 coed ce aS ees ieisls Iie Sele JosEPHINE G. TABER 
EP eRPEUIAL MIST CIICI Te LER OTITIENE pac. te tse neg ee caceo seavtav anes CHARLOTTE S. BEsT 
UE RGR: coe. SEND EE GN a Sl 1S yl el a al ie LAawrRENCE NELSON 
Peeremr usr: salieri: Canc een ee ne eed DorotHy HURLBERT 
Ghildren s Librarian Ballard® Branch... 2.2.0.2 23heccoccoscoececnccccooes LoureTTA C. CoLe 
WE eS TEAL TGT AE OY BY Est ed Pe eee a 9a ee Bessig McALLISTER 
MerrMma CL GT MAST OTe Ae eect Oe 08 eee LU | dee cices ARTHUR LEE 
MEDraruin ie Tremont, PON os... oos des nccech ancose-Seceecancdee Emma K, McCuLtoucH 
Porras test Greet GRE PSTaNGhi oo ooo eee eran soak ance nee eeen ade stuns A.iceE F. KiItTRIDGE 
ID LGTACTS CLIILY CF SUL LST TIICH, 2 eccks ves cca Patines sesntsncnlonseitsace Mrs. Mary W. DENNIS 
BINDERY DEPARTMENT. 
y SATA TE 7a Cie oleh pr Ra” RTC Saal Re ce Fe Harry W. Hype 
TESST: PF ae a 9) Bt RES IS NP an a aL ee Louis OpsAHL 
OEM re mn eee ne oe te ee TR ks Joun H. MINNIEMYER 
PAS Pigs Bello (NU ee tote Gurl IR RS eC Te a FreD G. JOHNSON 
PET [pee 4 Peat Smet bOI AND UIA Geer oe, a E. AcNnes COoLLins 
SUNG SS a il tn oat SARE ey ee RS 2 eee aan MInnNiE Burns 
MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT. 
CHE ap BET AT: CES go eee Ohba ts etc Ue ls eS Rt I Ie Oe Harry R. Rocers 
ME TETAS VETO ad Ge Ons AP Po Dn SL DO EL SEO EuGENE L. Hooper 
Perea An ee ee Ok ee Cm en ARE sink ee C. G. OysTon 
MD RTEA TEC sober aie AER ee SOREN Se eA The Lt ee een en Frep C. SILBERHORN 
“SPO SPLDLS RPA TN het Begs ae Bn RE A ct ls ci Oo Rema oe ae Re James LoNNEY 
FST Ty eee ae ola ee eNO PT Bh) BN VLR AE ed ene E. B. Parsons 
SRM eee rte rer ot Sahih nk ieee EP Rae fo a Bi Mrs. AtciaA HAMPTON 
COON PTR Ra es Lie OEM | Pe lee a ee PO 2 Mrs. M. F. SeEtz 
Fhe 2s Ea: So ae eR ae Mrs. Wm. O'CONNELL 
a Cig eA oO ac a a se Re nes an Mrs. N. BERGER 
CON Ey) For it Gt oun 7) eR Re Ce Mrs. FRANCISKA ZAJACREK 
Oiranere adda Branch ee eee eke Sk Mrs. EpirH STRANNE 
Cleaner Fremont and Green Lake Branches...............-.2..------------ Mrs. Zoe DoLPH 


Cleaner University Branch 
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Appendix C—Table 1 


Financial Statement 


RECEIPTS 


Available library fund balance in city 

treasury January 1, 1908 -.2.2.2..20..... $ 6,742.35 
December 1907, expenses payable in Jan- 

uary 1908, from above balance.............. 6,958.75 


Leaving deficit to be paid from 1908 


receipts... seks ee a ee ON eae 


Library and miscellaneous collections........ 4,597.65 
Licenses, fines and fees.................-------0---+- 45,453.58 
From ‘general fax Glevy... 223 eee 70,257.06 
Loan from general fund for extending 
evening opening to 10 p. m..................... 1,700.00 
Total receipts for year 1908.............. 


Total available fund for 1908 ex- 


PHONISES s Sots Sao ee pe ee ae athe Boat 2 


EXPENDITURES 
Central Library: 

Library stall pay -roll7go =. 2 eee $32,901.28 
Building spay-roll 245 ee ee 6,977.18 
FireReatee re CS oa ah A eee 1,743.17 
ight Sand ¢powers vs ee ty Aiea ehen ress 1,897.95 
WTSI cst ctae see chr een. Wile Gant enh eae 108.10 
Pelephonesiig223 255 ala ae ae 412.90 
Insurance Son eacgee Che ce See eee 653.40 
Repairs and alterations.......................--...---- 1,231.00 
General’ expense 4g ee ed an ae 445.84 

46,370.82 

Branch Libraries: 

Pay-roll (including janitorial) -................... 6,342.73 
Pel S51 Se aint cee it arene eee eee, 312.19 
Bight oa. 224 hsp nore rma a Sehy ay, ena on ea 368.65 
Water jcc toe Oe earns age oie ae eee 7.40 
Pelephones il 03 sou iage ce ire ee 96.00 
Insurance 2.42065 ee re ceri ee 40.00 
FRORE digs cto ae eer ie We pence Oe a pee 885.00 
Drayage: p22 e cee ee ee es 76.25 
General expense Vy Ge oe ee 305.62 


8,433.84 


$ 


216.40 


122,008.29 


$121,791.89 
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Financial Statement — Continued 
General and undivided expenses: 
REUSE SUTID LES Ey ojo va cease sdvwcehnta'sesdaayoeere 893.19 
Furniture, fixtures and fittings.................... 3,276.20 
Stationery, printing and office supplies...... 1,930.26 
PDK e MANIC BINGE 20 eke ketene eh the 9,105.22 
Periodicals and newspapers..............-.-------- 1,939.83 
BeIntery SAY eTON A oe het ero eee 5,218.25 
BOE SUDD INOS Flee Fee ort iscedatspensnsceghe > 1,001.98 
23,364.93 
PL Gtale MaMtenance® gccc.sos,le-tciec-tisleedoe $78,169.59 
Central building and grounds: 
Fourth Avenue regrade assessment............ 14,200.80 
Ber ACM OTOUNS 4.56.5 22.5, Oe eke ace 3,868.58 
RREORCIN P ies, Se eo a ete 8,158.44 
ROTRCICIESTACKS atts er oa ees 7,886.25 
Elevators and pent house over elevator 
ANAS) Sane Seo Ra Cena ee Ree eaten 5,278.49 
PrereUiatiGe TOS. oor, et ese a. ite ee eae 1,100.00 
ino mand woxtires 0 a) oo geek. ul 24.62 
40,517.18 
Branch buildings and grounds: 
CON ola) . (ly aR, 9A aie OE oe 26.91 
ROT Ae eee eh PM aes neo 1,500.65 
MSC GY 22 A Wy ain tee al a 505.65 
PWestmocattiecss J2-7 80 is. Pe Seal | fe 500.65 
2,533.86 
Total buildings and grounds.............. 43,051.04 
imotalvexpencitdres? .2.. 1 fait ue ee $121,220.63 
Wetamcde of licenses.2-..i:.245.08 5 hci k.. 10.00 
Entry to adjust discrepancy between 
comptroller’s warrant register and 
comptroller’s fund ledger...................... 129,93 189.93 $121,410.56 
Balance in fund January 1, 1909...... $ 381.33 
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Appendix C—Table 2 
Library Collections 


The library collections and the disposition made of them are 
shown in the following recapitulation from the library cash book: 


Cash Dr. 


To balance on hand January 1, 1908.00... $ 53.36 
Old 2 Baier bhai enc eee oss eee Gee 176.25 
Scrap ron 15. Vaso ie eee cere eae se kee 2.00 
Old onewspapere.. 6. teat oe He tre ee ke eet te se 8.00 
Pay collection of duplicate books: 

Wain library’ cess eerie ee Oa $698.10 

BS ranciies' exces ie eae ok ts at ta ea ae 27.20 

Lost “daphicates tte se 11.35 736.65 
Reserve postals I ae ooh ey eh epee eee ra As sina Sa 85.06 
Publications: soldéc. init 2 58 8.15 
[east ¥books spaidetotsite: 2.0 pen cen coe ae 202.02 
Temporary sdeposits.5)).0<.siey.2 3 BO ak ee 97.64 
Five-dollar deposits 3.4... AG ne 585.00 
Fines for overdue: books: 224.2 3,385.84 
Miscellaneous sc: 22 ee eek oe ee, 4.80 

Cash Cr. 
By refunds for lost books returned........................ $ 46.55 
Publications‘/returned =. oe ee 05 
Temporary deposits refunded.................02.02.2.2-------- 96.19 
Five-dollar deposits refunded .................0.2-22---2------ 630.00 
Miscellaneotiel (nee cytes ete a eee 2.60 
Deposited with city treasurer for library fund...... 4,535.00 
Balance on hand December 31, 1908.................... 34.38 


Total: eos akg ere eee Re $5,344.77 $5,344.77 
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Appendix D—Table 1 
Bindery 
Volumes bound and rebound 
NUMBER AND SIZE | 
CLASS MATERIAL | VALUE 
F|Q O |12mo)}16mo) ToTAL)| 
BICHON 47.32. Full imperial cloth..| 16) 75) 677 |3320| 346 4434 |$3573.65 
Non-fiction..| Half Am. russia...... 26|/105| 588| 662| 62] 1443 || 1267.25 
Non-fiction..| Half canvas........... Dek RSF TEC YS ca a) tin nee | 25 T715 
Nou-nction..) Fullcloth.............. ee PRE ‘ij Pe ri | 9 4.50 
Non-fiction..| Paper boards........../..... | 8} 24] 340 rl ae te 37.70 
Non-fiction..| Half vellum cloth...|.....\..... 40| 66] Io] 116 29.00 
Periodicals ..| Half morocco......... TQ3\ 224 S28) elses 640 989.00 
Newspapers.| Half canvas........... GA tral ease endle- comer tends 94 188.00 
MISC ieee Rebound in old case...... 3} 25) 200 2|| 230 I15.00 
337 4191595 4592) 425 | 7368 | $6221.29. 
Other work 
NUMBER| RATE | VALUE 
MMA ELI GOW ETSIL, cociee: cee ec hac teetesady nerve nics | 258 } .50 $129.00 
BRP an CULCTOL sic d pst etieds test penta ane destin aatg S417 3 .05 708.65 
RCE ITLOTICRC Cate, een tev ees ceccurte tc ew cide tent 2500 .03 75.00 
Re rTVeATIOTIU EC facet vescth ad cv ceak We acde da sen nays 501 gfe 50.10 
NE A Dest CCO toy det cs, srapeeacetecccareri acts ae .50 15.00 
PREC tne Say ince isc sate tar ted tea Soe te bet deted nes a7 50 18.50 
Periodicals stabbed and stitched................ 157 .O2 214 
FE af ETE ot Alan Sle alle Re ae Dele iy Te Mee PN. 6 1.00 6.00 
Bre CUVELODES i wsyercccrsbiste: classe cape dte? 100 .025 2.50 
POrerOlios TQ 50%. c.cecceiesyeen 
Pictures mounted, 8 @ 5%...... 1.55 
Shelf list cases, I @, 15¢ eral Cadae per SI) gate en taaganid are teehee de aan . 
Desk blotters, 7 @\50?..2..0. 001 
“$1009.44 
AL OGAL se ergees eee ta ee os alec tc ee ae es seeds ered | $7230.69 
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Appendix D—Table 2 


Schedule used in estimating value of work 
done in library bindery 


SIZE AND VALUE 


MATERIAL Folio | Quarto| Octavo| 1zmo | 16mo 

Over 12) 10-12 8-10 7-8 6-7 

inches | inches | inches | inches | inches 
Pullin perialiclotu gests: crrisepeess sc ageve $0.95 |$0.90 |$0.85 |fo.80 | $0.75 
Half American ruSSidss.s.02 ccids ccs live neon 1.00 95 .90 .85 .80 
Fl alircaniyas rat oy pit ork cs oe acces se tensa sae -75 .70 .65 '60:, sss 
HaliinorGGeo,.tccscucccsesscim eas once eervigerns 1.65 | 1.55 | 1.45 | 1.35) |oaaes 
PAT lO tae tt cass cos cas teats echseact peactet aparece eeeeee average $0.50 per volume 
PAPEL POAT Sicccssanceausersanvonaber sian pase e sucess Caeeones average .10 per volume 
Halitvellnnl Clothincccy aasstivsscevtsceseceeconepee ere average .25 per volume 
Half canvas — M€WSPape®rs.. .....ssssssesscscecesoseeess average 2.00 per volume 
Rebound ii case fs si sancrsis es -sveses snr meaeeee eee average .50 per volume 
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SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


To the Honorable, The Mayor, and City Council 
of Seattle. 


Gentlemen: The Library Board has the honor to 
transmit the report of the Library Department for the year 


1907. 
Respectfully, 


G. A. C. ROCHESTER, 
Chairman. 


Seattle, Washington, January 1, 1908. 


Report of the Librarian 
To the Library Board of the City of Seattle. 


Gentlemen:—lI beg to submit for your consideration the follow- 
ing report on the work of the Seattle Public Library for the year 
1907. Your present librarian began his duties October 1, 1907, 
and his administration therefore covers only the last three months of 
the year. 

The chief event in the year’s history was the resignation Sep- 
tember 30th of Mr. Charles Wesley Smith, librarian of the Seattle 
Public Library since 1895. Mr. Smith’s decision to leave library 
work and resume the practice of law was deeply regretted by his 
friends in Seattle and in the library world. The splendid record 
of the growth of the library during the twelve years of his adminis- 
tration and the present high standing of the institution in the com- 
munity are the best tributes to his faithful and energetic service. 

Other happenings during the year were the acquisition of the 
Carnegie Library at Ballard, July 16th, through an extension ‘of the 
city limits; the closing of the South branch, June 22d, because of 
extensive street regrading under way in that section, and the opening 
of two new reading rooms on the top floor at the main library—one 
for the periodical department and the other for the art department. 
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The new central library building was formally opened to the 
public December 19, 1906, and this report therefore covers the first 
full year in the new quarters. The circulation of books for home 
use increased from 302,203 in 1906 to 454,735 in 1907, a gain 
of 50 per cent. in one year. While this record of circulation 1s 
perhaps the most tangible evidence of the library’s growth and use- 
fulness, other departments of the work show a corresponding growth. 
The six reading rooms for public use have been crowded from the 
first, and the wisdom of the Board in following Mr. Carnegie’s advice 
to plan the building for future extension is already apparent. 

This increase in the use of the library is the best possible evi- 
dence that Mr. Carnegie’s generosity is appreciated by the people 
of Seattle. It also proves that the mere transfer of a library to a 
beautiful and adequate home, properly located, adds largely to its 
effectiveness. 

A bird’s-eye view of the size and growth of the library and 
a comparison with the previous year is given in the following table. 
The work of the various departments is explained more fully in later 
pages and complete tables of statistics are given in the appendices. 


Summary 
1906 1907 

Number of volumes December 31 _....................-..------------ 81,035 93,794 
Number of volumes added during the year.......................- 9,709 12,759 
Number of periodicals received, including duplicates........ 555 673 
Number of newspapers received, including duplicates........ 110 136 
Number of borrowers registered during the year................. 9,889 19,229 
Total registration (December O10 <25) 2 2G eee 22,444 29,118 
Circulation of books for home use ..............2.222-.:220002200220---- 302,203 454,735 
Number:on: staltsDecember:3 | 2. i ss eee 52 74 
Total ‘receipisiifromicity: g2:2 0 1.4 ec ey ie $88,763.42 $87,037.98 
Regular maintenance expenses _..............-...2.-2se2seeeeeeeeereeeeee 49,527.12 78,366.71 
Expenditures for new building’ 202. ..c sc A. 83,362.70 48,195.91 

Financial 


At the beginning of the year there was a balance in the library 
fund of $37,434.87. 


The amounts received from various sources during the year 
included $37,009.82 from taxes, $45,122.09 from licenses, fines 
and fees, $4,906.07 from library collections, and $9,800 from 
Mr. Andrew Carnegie (completing his donation of $220,000 for the 
central library building). 
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These various items made a fund of $134,272.85 at the dis- 
posal of the board for library purposes. Of this amount $48,195.91 
has been expended in connection with the new building, $78,366.71 
for regular expenses of maintenance and $967.88 for refunds of 
licenses, leaving a balance of $6,742.35 in the fund at the close of 
the year. A detailed statement of these receipts and expenditures is 
given in Appendix C. 

The opening of the periodical department in January and the 
art department in June, as well as the acquisition of the Ballard 
branch library in July, increased the operating expenses considerably 
during the latter part of the year. For these reasons and owing to 
the steady increase in the use of the library the cost of operation 
during the coming year will be much larger than in 1907. ‘The 
amount appropriated for maintenance expenses for 1908, however, 1s 
$78,540.00, or only $173.29 more than was actually spent for that 
purpose in 1907. ‘To bring the expenses within this allowance it 
will be necessary to practice strict economy and it will be impossible 
to open new branches or extend the library work in any way. It is 
hoped that the city council will appreciate the need of a liberal in- 
crease in the appropriation for maintenance expenses in 1909. ‘The 
importance of the public library as an educational and civilizing in- 
fluence in the community is daily becoming more widely recognized. 
While the profits from such an investment can not be quoted in dol- 
lars and cents they are none the less real. 

The city council has dealt generously with the library, however, 
in making the following appropriations for special purposes for the 
coming year: For assessments and expenses connected with the re- 
grading of Fourth Avenue, $29,200.80; for beginning work on the 
retaining wall and approach in front of the library building, $15,000; 
and for unpaid bills in connection with the construction and equip- 
ment of the central building, $14,000. These additional amounts 
bring the total appropriation to $136,740.80 for the coming year. 


Training Class 


An examination of applicants for admission to the training class 
was held in March and five pased the required grade. ‘Three of 
these candidates, Miss Charlotte S. Best, Miss Mary B. Brainerd 
and Miss Addie J. Phinney, completed the six months’ course, passed 
the civil service examination and received permanent appointments on 
the library staff. 
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Accessions 
The growth of the library during the year is shown in the fol- 
lowing table, the whole number of volumes added being 14,599, and | 
the number withdrawn 1,840, leaving a net increase of 12,759. 


SIZE AND GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY BY CLASSES 


Volumes in Accessioned Withdrawn Volumes in 
CLASS Library in in Library 
Jan.4,1907 4907 1907 §=6Jan.Jy 1908 
General Work?@-cce ieee ee 6,749 988... Wise 7,737 
Philosophy: 3:4. ae eee 1,155 12 12 1,295 
Religion 22:0) eae a ee 2,644 449 19 3,074 
OcOlogy Tee. jl nd ernest 4,937 744 33 5,648 
Philology) Cxtesete a eee ere 350 50° 5 See 406 
Natural-sciencé?eaci3 oti ene 4,261 582 2 4818 
Weeful artsy eit: oe ee ees 4,686 684 14 5,356 
Fine atis.c 2s ees 3,831 417 4 4,244 
Literature (except English fiction) 8,270 1,339 48 9,561 
English fichioni) cae se teascen 24,648 6,303 1,578 29,373 
"Praveldca: thw Pan seen ees nae 7,/08 944 61 8,591 
Biograohy\ ease acess een eee 5,120 1,051 16 6,155 
Fistoty 22.25. Seon ce ee 6,676 890 30 7,536 
5 sy F1 BR Seinle n a gcse: 6 Set A ot ey te 81,035 14,599 1,840 93,794 


The gifts during the year included 200 volumes and 852 
pamphlets. A list of the donors is given in Appendix E. 

The bindery in the library building turned out 4,737 volumes 
of new binding during the year in addition to considerable miscel- 
laneous work. A complete statement of all work done in the bindery 
is given in Appendix D. 

Cataloguing 

The dictionary card catalogue of this library is in duplicate, 
one copy being kept in the circulation department and one in the ref- 
erence room. Printed cards from the Library of Congress are used 
whenever they are obtainable and typewritten cards are made for 
other books. 

During the past year 8,927 volumes were catalogued for the 
main library and 1,510 for the branches. Card catasogues were also 
made for the South and Green Lake branches and, with the cata- 
logue of the Fremont Branch, were brought down to date. Cards 
for books in series have been revised and considerable time has been 
spent in stamping the cards for books kept in the open shelf room 
and in the art department. “The twelve numbers and index of volume 
seven of the Monthly Bulletin were prepared and put through the 
press by the catalogue department. 
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During the coming year in addition to the routine work and the 
cataloguing of current additions the department expects to finish the 
stamping of cards for open shelf books; to bring and keep to date 
the filing of cards in the Library of Congress depository catalogue, 
and to complete the fine arts finding list for publication. Important 
revising also needs attention, various changes are needed in cards for 
history, travel and biography, and the Ballard and University 
branches are still without catalogues. 


Registration and Circulation 


The total number of borrowers registered during the year, in- 
cluding adult, juvenile and branches, was 19,229, an increase of 94 
per cent. over the 9,889 registrations in the year 1906. All bor- 
rower’s cards expire at the end of two years and the total number 
of cards in force January |, 1908, was therefore 29,118. 

The number of volumes issued for home reading from the 
library system in 1907 was 454,735, an increase of 50 per cent. 
over the circulation in 1906.. Full tables of circulation are given 
in Appendix B. ‘The great increase in registration and in circula- 
tion is probably due to several causes, among which may be men- 
tioned the rapid increase in population, the extension of the city 
limits and the borrowing privilege which went with it, the impetus 
given by the transfer to the new building, the addition of the Ballard 
branch library and the popularity of the open shelf plan. 

The duplicate pay collection of current fiction still proves pop- 
ular and permits a more satisfactory use of the main book fund. 
As soon as they pay for themselves these books are transferred to 
the regular shelves. On January 1, 1908, this collection contained 
582 volumes, representing 98 different titles, and the receipts during 
the year amounted to $799.91. 


Children’s Department 


During the year just closed 74,642 books were issued from 
the children’s room at the main library. The number of children 
now borrowing books from this room numbers about 5,000, of 
which 2,547 were registered in 1907. 

A Story Hour is held every Wednesday afternoon at 3:30 
from October until May, when stories from books upon the library 
shelves are told to the children in order to guide their reading in the 
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right direction. The fact that the total attendance at the thirty-four 
Story Hours held in 1907 was 1,937 speaks for their popularity. 

Forty-five rooms in sixteen schools were visited during the year 
by the children’s librarian in order to tell the children about the 
public library and how they may use it. 

The library has also received ten visits, with a total of 485 
children, from the schools. Each time the children came with their 
teacher or principal and were shown each department of the library 
and given opportunity to register as borrowers. 

The experiment was tried last year of keeping the children’s 
room open until nine o’clock one evening a week for the benefit of 
the older boys and girls who work until six o’clock, the hour when 
the room is usually closed. “Thursday evening was chosen as night 
school is not in session then. ‘The total attendance was 935. 


Reference Work 


Though the full time of four people is devoted to serving 
readers in this department the work is of such a character that re- 
sults can not be definitely reported. ‘The use of the reference room 
by the school students and debating clubs has increased. Since this 
is the largest library in this section, many reference queries are re- 
ceived by mail from the surrounding country. Such letters are al- 
ways answered, but the service is often unsatisfactory owing to the 
vagueness of many of the requests. ‘The decrease in the use of the 
library for reference purposes by the faculty and students of the Uni- 
versity of Washington is doubtless owing to the increased efficiency of 
the University library. Some progress has been made in arranging 
and listing the miscellaneous government documents and in securing 
missing numbers. The library of the University of Washington is 
the only designated depository in Seattle for the Congressional series 
of United States government documents. 


Fine Arts Room 


Early in the summer all books in the reference and circulation 
departments relating to architecture, sculpture, drawing, painting, 
engraving, photography and music were transferred to the small 
reading room on the top floor and this room was opened June | 7th, 
as a fine arts department. In addition to the books a beginning 
has been made in gathering a loan collection of pictures for the use 
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of schools and clubs. No funds were available for this purpose, 
but about 1,000 pictures collected through donations and in other 
ways are being classified and mounted. The department is indebted 
to Mr. E. Brainerd for a donation of forty large engravings and 
for many favorable notices in the local press. 

An exhibition of pictures relating to domestic architecture and 
interior decoration was held in November. Since its opening the 


fine arts department has been visited by approximately 9,000 peo- 
ple and 2,340 books and 614 pictures have been loaned. 


Periodical Department 

When the library moved into its new quarters in December, 
1906, the periodicals were merely piled on tables in the open shelf 
reading-room. The increasing number of patrons and consequent 
overcrowding in this room soon made it necessary to provide better 
accommodations. [he large south room on the top floor originally 
designed for an auditorium was therefore transformed into a period- 
ical reading-room. ‘The opera seats were removed, temporary racks, 
tables and chairs were installed and the room was opened as a 
periodical department in the latter part of January. The popularity 
of this large, pleasant reading-room has grown steadily since its 
opening. As soon as our funds will permit permanent furniture 
and equipment should be provided for this room and for the news- 
paper room at the north end of the ground floor. It is also planned 
to open the small room adjoining the newspaper room as a ladies’ 
newspaper room during the coming year. 

The periodical department has had on file this year 673 period- 
icals and 136 newspapers, including duplicate copies. New record 
cards, giving a detailed statement regarding each periodical were 
devised and considerable progress has been made in organizing the 
work of the department. Additional assistance is urgently needed 
as the routine work leaves little time for the present attendants to 
assist readers. Some change in the method of charging periodicals 
should also be made in order that the surplus stock of back numbers 
may be made more available to borrowers. 

Records of the numbers of readers, kept at different times 
during the year show an average daily attendance of 587 in the 
newspaper room and 478 in the periodical room. A total of 9,345 
periodicals were lent for home use during the year from the main 
library and the branches. 


- BALLARD BRANCH 
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Branches 

No new branch libraries were opened within the past year, but 
when the city of Ballard was annexed to Seattle its library, housed 
in a Carnegie building, came under our branch library system. ‘The 
South branch was closed June 22d, owing to extensive regrade im- 
provements going on in that district, and the books were sent to 
the Ballard branch. From January Ist to June 22d the circulation 
at the South branch was 4,800. 

From July 16th, the date of the opening of the Ballard branch 
under our supervision, to December 31st, the circulation reached 
20,278 and proved the need of skilled assistants and a larger col- 
lection of books to meet the requirements of the work. It was found 
necessary to provide two attendants, and a children’s librarian sent 
from the main library now has charge of the children’s room. 

Fremont branch, which was opened February 2, 1903, had a 
circulation during 1907 of 22,970, showing an increase of 1,252 
over the preceding year. 

Green Lake branch, opened October 9, 1905, registered by 
turnstile during 1907, 18,056 visitors and had a home circulation 
of 21,315, a gain of 5,833 over 1906. 

University branch, opened March 1, 1906, showed a circu- 
lation for 1907 of 24,716 as compared with 12,177, the circula- 
tion for the ten months of the previous year. 

In February the library was moved into the old M. E. Church 
building, which gives more room, better light and opportunity for 
more efficient service. 


Schools 

During 1907, 417 circulating libraries containing 8,505 books 
were sent to the Seattle schools. The records show that 45,588 
volumes were lent from these collections. Besides these, 135 librar- 
ies, containing 3,240 picture books and easy readers, were sent 
to the first, second and third grades for use in school rooms under 
direct supervision of the teachers. The school collection now con- 
tains about 14,000 volumes, including books for home circulation, 
others for use in the school rooms, and reference books, kept in the 
offices of the principals and lent to the teachers for use during school 
hours. In this way the library supplies books for fifty-six school 
buildings. ‘The hearty co-operation of the superintendent of schools, 
supervisors, principals and teachers makes this work thorough and 
far-reaching. 
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Other Agencies 


Libraries of from ten to twenty volumes have been sent to 
nineteen fire stations in traveling library cases and during the year 
638 books have gone out. A few small collections of books and 
files of old magazines have also been sent to the following: 


Academy of Holy Names 

Bemis Bag Factory 

Cascade Laundry 

County Hospital 

Crittenton Home 

Industrial School 

Jewish Settlement House 

Orphans’ Home 

St. Rose’s Academy 

Seattle Electric Company Reading-room 
Union Congregational Sunday-school 
Washington High School 

West Seattle Congregational Sunday-school 


Publications 


Volume seven of the Monthly Bulletin, the official publication 
of the library during 1907, contained, with the index, 340 pages. 
The following reference lists were published in the Bulletin during 
the year: 


Christmas, in December number 
St. Patrick, in March number 
Thomas Bailey Aldrich, in April number 


Owing to the condition of the library funds it has been decided 
to discontinue the publication of this Bulletin during the year 1908. 
The plan of publishing a cumulated list of the books added to the 
library during the year 1907 has also been abandoned, and the 
library has received credit for the linotype metal which had been 
held for that purpose. 

The finding list of books on fine arts, which has been in type 
for more than a year, is being brought down to date and will soon 
be published in the same general style as previous lists. 
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Outlook 


The greatest present need is additional branches in order that 
adequate library service may be given to all parts of the city. The 
extended city limits of Seattle include fifty-four square miles of land 
surface, over which the residents are widely distributed. A careful 
survey of the situation shows that at least eleven branch libraries 
will be required to serve this scattered population. At the present 
time four branches are in operation, only one of which occupies a 
permanent building. As this report is being prepared, the Board 
receives assurance that Mr. Carnegie will make an additional dona- 
tion of $105,000 for three branch buildings. The location, con- 
struction and equipment of these buildings is our present interesting 
task. 

Active legal steps are also being taken to secure title to the 
Yesler Triangle property at the corner of Third Avenue and Yesler 
Way. This site is not far from the central library, but it 1s in a busy 
district and we believe that a branch library in this location con- 
taining an open shelf collection of books for circulation and a read- 
ing-room for books and periodicals would be liberally patronized by 
people who are not now users of the public library. The addition 
of a public convenience station and an information bureau may be 
advisable if a library is erected on this site. 

At the central building the regrading of the streets necessitates 
the construction of an extensive retaining wall and approach on the 
Fourth Avenue frontage. As soon as the street regrading is fin- 
ished the lot at the rear of the building should be graded and parked. 
If the streets can also be paved, it will be possible to keep the build- 
ing cleaner. 

Considerable work also remains to be done to complete the 
interior equipment. The contracts for the freight elevator and the 
book lift in the stack have been let, but the work is not finished. 
While we are not yet crowded for space in the book stack, the in- 
stallation of floors and shelving for the three upper stack levels would 
facilitate our work. The ventilating system should be completed 
at the first opportunity by installing motors and exhaust fans in the 
attic connecting with all exhaust flues from the reading rooms. These 
exhaust flues now open directly into the attic with no means of in- 
ducing draft, a practice condemned by the best authorities on ven- 
tilation. ‘The room now occupied by the catalogue department is 
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difficult to heat owing to the fact that it is immediately above the 
cold air chamber which supplies fresh air for the building. This 
should be remedied. Permanent chairs, tables and equipment should 
be provided for the periodical and newspaper rooms and for other 
parts of the building where temporary makeshifts are still in use. 

The overcrowding in many of the reading-rooms seems to in- 
dicate that the enlargement of the main building will be necessary in 
a very few years. ‘The opening of additional branches, however, 
may relieve this pressure to some extent. Another source of relief, 
when the Washington State Art Association moves to a home of its 
own, will be to transform the room they now occupy into a useful 
arts reading-room. he experiment of a separate room and a special 
attendant for technical books is being tried successfully in many of 
the larger libraries. The transfer to sucha room of all books on 
medicine, engineering, agriculture, commerce, business, trades and 
manufactures would certainly enable us to improve the service and 
relieve the pressure elsewhere. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JUDSON T. JENNINGS, 


Librarian. 
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Appendix A 


Library Staff, December, 1907 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


(LOST Ey pe ED Oh Bap at bel eds Me ane as = ee Ee Jupson T. JENNINGS 
Perereaesistant, LAPTarian 2 es oc A Sect wee ed Mrs. Sopuie W. BARKER 
ee reretvesisianiiy | 1DTATION 24,0. a ee es Ae Mrs. Minna P. REESE 
oT ES Aces ORR RC RROD: 2 A ARR oe a Re alt SOEs SOE RRS JEANNE A. BowMAN 
ORDER DEPARTMENT 
CEES LOU ES RAS SiS al en a ates Oe SC Jessie F, OcpEN 
ACCESSION DEPARTMENT 
De CO ed AR oa a ge Vue ek Mrs. Minna P. REEsE 
(for a LEN GR SRR TSR Go eae a eet ae Huco P. KUHNKE 
Demerara ee A ee Toa se GERTRUDE H. CROCKER 
Mee. co) oe at SMO ct BSR Peg ee Sree er ome LP Re ALBIN NELSON 
CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT 
Weiaetmcitids G Lassi peer coo oo econ oge noe anede ele DN Bees Mrs. Sopnte W. BARKER 
Lab SC. Luisa! JOT Dy PTET sa S00 os Re le ie ee Mrs. Jessie M. Boyp 
Re emeLTiTMCTNGOC yn hte eo ie iy BS es A HELEN GILLETTE 
em ari eee ewe APO De ieee! PS he oe eee HarriET ALLISON 
eeera reer end ert Annee) Fe) AN Te Nevur May LITTLE 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
SIP eT TUONO Of CAT CIE AMON © oct onopegacccetpntecincciea vied oll oc. maote JANE E. GarDNER 
Assistent Superintendent of Circulation... FLoreENcE L. DRINKER 
em SITIO? eee nee es eh eM Mary B. BRAINERD 
mat shirt fete, wrt con ye ee IS oct Stelle os in aE! Litian W. Burns 
uae ee Tete ea ih An oe ee De hee) SS ee Th EveELYN A. Hoses 
HO LLIGTR. 5 0s Sak Se St ONE ace a er BLANCHE H. JossELYN 
ht RID Bee PEERS See Rae Oke Se ea Mrs. MARGARET MEYDENBAUER 
LETT BS oe SE II eek ae ei Mary Roe 
“hOB N SS ee OR ee eee eae a as Marion D, THumM 
pacer Tape eee tate hs ir A Aer’ be Laura F. Woopsripce 
Beer cOnCHee) Heraton na tan ee i MarcareT A. McEwan 
UEP poi Se ee UT SENS I all oe ree Rr ee ea NaTHAN BLaiR 
VLE CAS Wes Rae AAR ie a I ins me eee oa ROD, ORVILLE FAIRBURN 
NOC EL Re oe eR ee en a oA pence aed SHS Piney a A oe WILLIAM FISHER 
Oe Re SEE TO 4S Sy nS See Henry PEEPLES 
eT LR ees Pe Neen le, een eet tt peo FRANK J. WYATT 
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
NONE) sve Wak SE SARE SO ed Dae tn ny Os Re oe Auice A. BLANCHARD 
Gh VET STE RS WES ae Saas ct IE Go oh RS A SN AppiE J. PHINNEY 
Soe YE TER RT ie 2) ey oe or ee ae ee LLEWELLYN RoBeERTS 
CTPA one ee Lg.“ a ae HELEN SHELTON 


Pare eee en ee ee eS i Fo ee tas KENHELM STOTT 
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REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 


Chief i ad a a ee Mary Banks 
Reference vA tlendanl=..0. 2 So ee Mrs. GerTRUDE F. Hess 
Reference A tendants csc g ec ns Ge ee Dusois MITCHELL 
Reference .Atlendanl eee oc ee ieee lee eee CorNELIA S. BARNES 
PGE kis SN OS ASI nO a Or es eh Re oe Dae a ee ALFRED D, CAMERON 
ART DEPARTMENT 
CHT iS te ee oO ee ieee eae KaTHARINE McMIcKEN 
Reference: Atlendant 2.05 cs eG ese ee ANNIE H. CaLHOoUN 
PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT 
(Oy maa mn e Moraes Te Siri See Me eet eae ha KATHARINE B, JUDSON 
Reference Atlendanti sk. nek ee ote eee JosEPpH B. Harrison 
Custodianof .Newspapets 23. .i0 Sa ee ALFRED J. VILLARS 
Sundaix:Custodtan!.c1i.5.5 ect ee ee Ot ee J. W. Twiss 
Page 8 Soc A eee tet UR ore NER Rh Ray W. Morris 
BRANCH DEPARTMENT , 
Superiniend ofl aie Se ee ee ie ce JosEPHINE G. TABER 
Librarians. Gniversity, pranch 2522 ae eee es Mrs. Mary W. DENNIS 
Librarian Fremont 1ordncn cs ee ae ye eae Emma K. McCuL.LoucH 
f ibrartan ‘Green’ Lake Branch ee AuicE F. KITTREDGE 
Librarian Ballard Branch: ee VACANCY 
Children’s Librarian, ‘Ballard: Branch: = LoureTta C. CoLe 
Assistant Branch Deporiment::..).055. nde Se ee CHARLOTTE S. BEsT 
Messenger’. lia its 8 eee 8a Re sneer en W. Lawrence BREESE 
Messenger ccc 0 Bek OS ual ky ee ae ed re LawrENCE NELSON 
BINDERY DEPARTMENT 
Pooreman veh es seen es ee ee eee Harry W. Hype 
Forwarder: 2322) 5 See 6 ne ee ee Louis OpsAHL 
Por Warder a SG ia, eh wee aay ear es JouHn H. MINNIEMYER 
iteHier ik slack) sie Se eS AS Oe Te ed ee ae E. AcNeEs COoLLIns 
illichiey en 25k Rees tos at we OU CU ek a oy ee eee ELIZABETH McPHIE 
MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
Chiefy Engineer. stacks overt 50s ee ei H. R. Rocers 
Assistant vl nging et. 20052 a tai J. W. Karasexk 
Flewatorinian xe ee ee a ee ee C. G. OysTon 
W atehman and “fanitoyoe 2 in eh ee F. C. SILBERHORN 
WW dichaiany Sundays. ec tincs 2th cats. ce James LONNEY 
Paribor Ae igs we ene Se ek Se E. B. Parsons 
Verna 4 ke as ne ee So ata Te a a Mrs. KaTE CHENEY 
Cleaner ss N28 oa) ei San OR LTS Ao) art a eee Mrs. Neti M. Girrorp 
Cleaner. De hc a ar eee ae) eo Ae) a Mrs. Axtcia HAMPTON 
Cleaner! Sek ers ke NORM oe Sn 1) a eee ee Mrs. Sapie Hay 
Cleaner ei ve sk tue 2 hie ee oe Le Cet Mrs. Marcaret LopauGH 
Cleaner: Branches:.0 20) ea ee Oe ee Tina M. ScHULER 


Janitor Ballajd 250.835 08-508 No se eee) Harry SHAFFER 
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Appendix C—Table 1 


Financial Statement 


RECEIPTS 
Balance in library fund January 1, 1907 
eeeery collections). ..2.. feces hea econ $ 4,906.07 
Pacenses, fmeés ‘and, feess 00 )2h5. ces iue sc. 45,122.09 
SRR CIES its es Me ons Ns ln 37,009.82 
MreAndrew Carnegie ..2200 ioe. 9,800.00 
Loan from general fund .......................--.-- 14,307.55 
Total receipts including balance........ 
EXPENDITURES 
General: 
rset dad 2 ee ed A $30,697.85 
Appts ands Water occ 2. pk nce cee on cance ca na Sa IDL 
LS Se ita nhs ya ee 335.95 
“COCL ETS ae pg apa va 521.57 
Feepaires and salterations.: ceccccpensc0cceecke-- aca 799.94 
Parniture, and) fixtures) 4... ......--...... 8.033.9] 
Forisbine sANd Supplies ca-s-coce. os eon. nce <n eceas 3,623.84 
BReentOTIAIMDAY <TOll fe oe sec cnn cee 3,204.01 
ran TIALM Ditis (cg eee cP ke Syn cds ones 631.26 
BrrereLAMeOUS ® oe. ccs yt ohh Bod 782.05 
Heating: 
GMM Ne ee ee 2,199.05 
LD +7 a SR SRR ye ag ee 132.83 
Tcl)! «2 18 SR Se) en fo pe eens 1,466.37 
PLRCPNANOOUS es tae eee te 251.70 
Branches: 
| pSet ge) | hee, oe a Sah OE red a 4,583.98 
Frente anc *INSUrance sc. S32. c.00 feeb cine 799.38 
imoctianecines ©. jk At 1,387.23 
Bindery 
Pty lel Ee NS AS Te 4,727.28 
OTS Se NEON TBO 22529 
“LTO ed oe Rae COMET OE? see nl io oo 485.80 
Accessions: 
Nero) SPN pila ED A 0s ance OUITE a eae eR Cn 10,146.27 
PerioGic ale <2 Bir he rot et co ee 2,320.72 
Wiigce ll aneOUus settee, oe ee OS tet ok hace 26.75 
fbatal.. maintenance 5.0 0oe =, ieee 
New building: 
Heating and ventilating system ................ 5,143.70 
ST gM a 6 Je en Sok a 6,728.00 
CISL. TAROT Cy Ee a> 2 ae eee ete YA oe 1,684.22 
STN CEES Maelo 34,639.99 


Fourth Avenue condemnation assessment.. 14,307.55 


Refund of licenses 


Total expenditures 


Balance in fund January 1, 1908 


$ 37,434.87 


111,145.53 


$ 49,616.10 


4,049.95 


6,770.59 


5.436.33 


12,493.74 


78,366.71 


62,503.46 
967.88 
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$148,580.40 


141,838.05 
$ 6,742.35 
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Appendix C—Table 2 


Library Collections 


The library collections and the disposition made of them are 
shown in the following recapitulation from the library cash book: 


Cash Dr. 
‘Lo balance’ on hand: January 1, | 1907245 ee $.°' 29:23 
Berit ya Ce Set Se ye as Te ac ay Oe 15.20 
Reserve postals <0 3 palo ts Oe eR See ee 26.95 
Publications sold. Q.c2 420 oe a ee 21.95 
Pay.collection cof duplicates 22. v.12. eee 799.91 
Lost. books paid Toric iss 6 es NL ene ale els ee er 156.79 
‘(Pemporary deposits :.c.050 50 Wt ee ee 116.63 
Five-dollar deposits ............... sli agli sk ALS Caste DUNE aie te ee aoe 525.00 
Fines for overdue books so ee ee 2,867.92 
Miscellaneous) (i vii eo ee ue ae) 234.41 

Cash Cr. 
By pestalssbought. 04.1%. gta) ie a re , Lo Bue aos 
[Lost books returned jo... 2. ee ee a te 37.28 
Temporary deposits refunded 02.02.22... eee ceeeeeeeeteee eens 112.18 
Five-dollar deposits refunded 0.22... ieee eeteeteeeeeeeeeeeee ee 430.00 
Miscellaneous tngc ei. hl OU niet eee een Oly Seema 1.62 
Deposited with city treasurer for library fund...................... 4,124.30 
Balance on hand December 31, 1907 _.000000.0oeeeeceeeeeeeee 53.36 


Dotan Base eae eee Ngo uy he a PO $4,793.99 4,793.99 
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Appendix D 
Bindery— Volumes Bound and Rebound 
NUMBER 
CLASS MATERIAL VALUE 
| ©) O |12mo.\16mo.|| TOTAL 
PICHON: 0... Full Imperial Cloth} 2) 63) 541 \2124/ 144 | 2884 || $2335.65 
Non-Fiction | Half Am. Russia...| 8) 51) 334] 261| 23] 677 597.30 
Non-Fiction | Half Canvas.......... gi 10; P47 26 15.70 
Non-Fiction | Full Cloth............. 21 10.50 
Non-Fiction | Paper Boards......... 260 39.00 
Magazines...) Half Morocco........ 183|339| 237 aa. 762 1164.80 
Newspapers.| Half Canvas.......... | || 107 214.00 
202|463|1119 |2385| 170 4737 || $4376.95 
Other Work 
No. PIECES|| VALUE 
Magazine Covers Seat ane Citas tenets asaeieencs ese eaeee) s 529 $264.50 
RENE eB OCLOYOO fees eens is sn Gh, osnace cots oxab Sse de nines Oke 14553 727.65 
BUPEITVC RP GCASC(... setts tee oo ee ae state eecat 208 104.00 
Se ORS NEC) 25 clit sok tide e's see's spelen avaive tr Gren bos} 2067 65.00 
Mar TCM UVa Ee Meena oO Reeth Cte are oes Sica crusvaah nacieccadeoe ne 34 21.35 
Drcrtre Pictures NLOUILEG sc. eves csscrersnectencscsncsh 6 1.75 
Be eC SCG EL om che fa ovens ev wich edecn sks venerad ie. Fists 
BAM sR May, SOM tiie nck s ancl ets ons <r ote nae iLagn vice Cs nwhen +e 64 33.00 
Desk Blotters, Manila Envelopes..............00.-s00000 120 15.50 
DOU AE de ere Soh Cele ct hs aha See Os dole eed nets ick 2 3.50 
17656 $1247.40 


$5624.35 
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Appendix E 
List of Donors, 1907 


Adriance Memorial Library, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. 

American Academy of Political and 
Social Science, Philadelphia, Pa. 
American Art Galleries, New York, 

N.Y: 
American Bar Association. 
American Watercolor Society. 
Armour Institute, Chicago, III. 
Atlas Portland Cement Co., 
York; Nox s 
Barth, Edgar F., Seattle, Wash. 
Birmingham, Eng., Free Libraries. 
Boston Art Club, Boston, Mass. 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 
Mass. 
Boston Port and Seamen’s Aid Society, 
Boston, Mass. 
Brainerd, Erastus, Seattle, Wash. 
Waterbury, 


New 


Bronson Library Fund, 
Conn. 

Brookline, Mass., Public Library. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Public Library. 

Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Scien- 
ces, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Browne, Mrs. Alice Harriman, Seat- 
tle, Wash. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Public Library. 

Burlington, Ia., Free Public Library. 

Butte, Mont., Free Public Library. 

California State Library, Sacramento, 
Cal. 

Cambridge, Mass., Public Library. 

Carnegie Free Library, Allegheny, Pa. 

Carnegie Free Library, Braddock, Pa. 

Carnegie Library, Atlanta, Ga. 

Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Central Conference of American Rab- 
bis, New York, N. Y. 

Chicago, IIl., Public Library. . 


Cincinnati, O., Public Library. ' 

Columbia University, New York, N.Y. 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Dayton, O., Public Library and Mu- 
seum, 

Detroit, Mich., Free Public Library. 

District of Columbia Public Library, 
Washington, D. C. 

Drexel Institute, Philadelphia, Pa. 

DuBois, W. E. B., Atlanta Univer- 
sity, Atlanta, Ga. 

Duluth, Minn., Public Library. 

Eau Claire, Wis., Public Library. 

Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Fall River, Mass., Public Library. 

Feidler, F. J., Seattle, Wash. 

Fitchburg, Mass., Public Library. 

Fletcher Free Public Library, Burling- 
ton, Vt. 

Forbes Library, Northampton, Mass. 

George Washington University, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Gloversville, N. Y., Public Library. 

Hartford, Conn., Public Library. 

Hartford, Conn., Theological 
nary. 

Hartman, Hon. John, Seattle, Wash. 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

Haverhill, Mass., Public Library. 

Hawley, Mrs. A. S., Seattle, Wash. 

Indiana Public Library Commission, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Semi- 


International Correspondence Schools, 
Scranton, Pa. 

Jacksonville, Fla., Free Public Library. 

Japanese Consulate, Seattle, Wash. 

John Crerar Library, Chicago, III. 

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
Md. 
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Lake Mohonk Conference, Lake Mo- 
honk, N. Y. 

Ledyard, Lewis C., New York, N. Y. 

Leech, R. H., Seattle, Wash. 

Leland Stanford Junior University, 
Palo Alto, Cal. 

Lexington, Ky., Public Library. 

Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 

Les Angeles, Cal., Free Public Li- 
brary. 

Louisville, Ky., Free Public Library. 

Malden, Mass., Public Library. 

Manchester, N. H., City Library. 

Marshalltown, Ia., Free Public Li- 
brary. 

Maryland Bureau of Statistics and In- 
formation, Baltimore, Md. 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
Boston, Mass. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Boston, Mass. 

Massachusetts State Board of Charity, 
Boston, Mass. 

Metcalfe, J. B., Seattle, Wash. 

Michigan State Board of Health, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Public Library. 

Minister of Mines otf the Province of 
British Columbia, Victoria. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Public Library. 

Montana Department of Public  In- 
struction, Helena, Mont. 

Montana Historical Society, 
Mont. 

Mt. Holyoke College, South Hadley, 
Mass. 

Nashville University, Nashville, Tenn. 

National Academy of Science, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


National Prison Association, Indian- 


Helena, 


apolis, Ind. 

Nebraska Public Library Com., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

New Academy of Holy Names, Seat- 
tle, Wash. 

Newark, N. J., Free Public Library. 


New Bedford, Mass:, Free Public Li- 
brary. 

New York Chamber 
New York, N. Y. 

New York Mercantile 
New York, N. Y. 

New York State Education Depart- 
ment, Albany, N. Y. 

New York State Railroad Commis- 
sion, Albany, N. Y. 

North Carolina Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, Raleigh, N. C. 

Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill. 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, O. 

Ohio Bureau of Labor Statistics, Co- 
lumbus, C. 

Osterhout Free Library, Wilkesbarre, 
Pa. 

Ottawa, Can., Superintendent of Im- 


of Commerce, 


Association, 


migration. 

Citumwa, la., Public Library. 

Paterson, N. J., Public Library. 

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Pennsylvania Prison Society, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Perkins Institute, Boston, Mass: 

Philadelphia Art Club, Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, Pa., Free Library. 

Portland, Ore., Chamber of 
merce. 

Portland, Ore., Library Association. 

Pratt Institute Free Library, Brooklyn, 
NaeYe 

Princeton University, Princeton, N. J. 

Providence, R. I., Public Library. 

Rhode Island Commissioners of Edu- 
cation, Providence, R. I. 

Rohrbacher, C. A., Seattle, Wash. 

St. Joseph, Mo., Public Library. 

St. Louis Mercantile Association, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis Museum of Fine Arts, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis School of Fine Arts, St. 
Louis, Mo. 


Com- 
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St. Paul, Minn., Public Library. 

Salem, Mass., Public Library. 

San Diego, Cal. Public Library. 

San Francisco, Cal., Public Library. 

San Francisco Relief and Red Cross 
Funds, San Francisco, Cal. 

Seattle Pocket Guide, Seattle, Wash. 

Sioux City, Ia., Public Library. 

Simmons College, Boston, Mass. 

Smith, C. W., Seattle, Wash. 

Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C. 

Somerville, Mass., Public Library. 

Springfield, Mass., City Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Still College of Osteopathy. 

Tantrik Press, New York, N. Y. 

Toledo, O., Public Library. 

Toronto, Can., Public Library. 

Towle Manufacturing Co., Newbury- 
port, Mass. 

Trenton, N. J., Public Library. 

Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. 

United States Bureau of Republics, 
Washington, D. C. 

United States Civil Service Commis- 
sion, Washington, D. C. 

United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, Washington, D. C. 


United States Department of Com- 
merce and Labor, Washington, D.C. 
United States Department of the In- 
terior, Washington, D. C. 
United States Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C. 
United States War Department, Wash- 
ington, Dac 
University of California, Berkeley. 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IIl. 
University of Illinois, Urbana, III. 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Ore. 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville. 
Utah Agricultural College, Logan, 
Utah. ; 
Warder Public Library, Springfield, O. 
Washington, D. C., Inaugural Com- 
mittee. ms 
Washington State College Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Pullman. 
Washington State Library, Olympia. 
Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass. 
Wilmington Institute, Wilmington, Del. 
Wisconsin Free Public Library Com., 
Madison. Wis. 
Worcester, Mass., Free 
brary. 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 
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LIBRARY BOARD, 1906-1907 


PA ORBATRON, CRATING a ae ca Term expires April, 1910 
CHARLES E. SHEPARD, Vice-Chairman... . Term expires April, 1913 
CeO RAI TL ES DRL BR Sh Ai Ug Ig ayia fale Wah vay ary capi Term expires April, 1912 
EUS OLE NSA GG C8 * Sp ZL mE a OD OL MT i aE Term expires April, 1907 
NAMES. LVONS ME ER Se i yolk Bl Term expires April, 1908 
UAC ha tse By ay OS LoS APO OP UA Term expires April, 1909 
bs A oe 8g 6 Rd a ea Term expires April, 1911 


CHAS. WESLEY SMITH, Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Administration ....... Messrs. ROCHESTER, ELDER, SHEPARD 
Art Gallery and Museum... .. . . Messrs. Mayor, Lyons, LLwyb 
Books and Periodicals .... . . . Messrs. SHEPARD, LLWYD, LYONS 
Branches and Delivery Stations . Messrs. ELDER, ROCHESTER, MAjoR 
Building and Groumds ...... Messrs. LLwyp, Major, SHEPARD 
PPO ATERE ee INNS, Sn ee sR alts . Messrs. LYONS, ELDER, ROCHESTER 


The Chairman of the Board is ex officio a member of all committees. 


aoo0Ta GNNOAD 


woom Aanss 
e 

snaPpatus 

¢ 


Weoe wustvegmin 


‘MOGI aBOoO 


Bsoocltaxaos 


*Wwoos oniawzaa 
SeNswotHsS 


Suoeoy Auganis 


oy Fat ETS, 2 se 
eS TTT 


1 QToftal ici 


s 


aooTd NIVW 


25 
i 
neil 


Ese) ie 


Sve nowt t08D “Iwitdaaoe 


ptt ccecce- 
' 


ee 
, | . 

H Pee 

: = 5 
eo ft FO | OF Se 4 


t 

a 

a Eas 

? : 2 Zi eSeatl 


woot 


eo1wivo 


eek |? ae 


1 SUES SEO ies 


one eee 


.: 
' 


eR NE ree BS nN i —— ara Shas eas FO aA LE, 


STACK mOOM 
MEZZANINE FLOOR 


yvPPee PART CF 


Se ee ee 


‘WoO ft 


« 
ee. ee 


eer ee ero r ewe 


we ew eee coecor es —ee 


an cce ewes cree ence 0+ oe SE 


C) 
Se 


vf 
ee 
o— 
8 
is 
tt 
4? 
7 
ais 
aeat 
oot 


ie 


ee eee 
woe cc ews wee emor secs 


u 


re eres 


ee ce cccecsoroed 


: 
See) 


ea eares sq 
' y 
: 
® 
¢ H 
7" ! 
a) . 
d 
. 
* 
eee es eo nme 
pews opecevon ° 
' ’ 
4 . 
’ 
‘ ry 
4 ’ 
‘ H 
: ’ 
' ’ 
t ‘ 
Eis ncccccad 


aoo0Td do. 


BWunsasInN se 


"woos ATOWS385v 


A4WH 


AVAK ISLE 


ee ewan ewww ene 


' 
q ' 
t 
' ' 
1 
‘ ' 
Arua ypays 
{ * 
‘ ' 
' ' 
' 


any 


eee errs 


WNaeanw Law 


de wee ee eee oe ween meee Seen Sere ee en mame 


UT 
Sy aay 


Os 


1G 


aie 

i 
eval 

mt 


i 


Sixteenth Annual Report 


To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of Seatile. 


Gentlemen:—The Library Board has the honor to 


transmit the report of the Library Department for the year 


1906. Respectfully, 


WAMOSTRA TION, 
Chairman. 


Seattle, Washington, January 1, 1907. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Library Board of the City of Seattle: 


Gentlemen: I beg to submit for your consideration this report 
for 1906, the sixteenth annual report of the library and the twelfth 
which it has been my privilege to prepare. 


BUILDING. 


Overshadowing all events of this, or any other, year stands the 
completion and occupation without accident of the permanent home of 
the library, the splendid fireproof building for which Andrew Car- 
negie gave the sum of $220,000 to the city of Seattle. 

This generous gift, the promise of which came January 5, 1901, 
the same week that the old library was destroyed by fire, is now a 
reality, and the city owes a great debt of gratitude to the man who 
has done more than any other to put the public library in its rightful 
place as a factor in the life of the English-speaking race. His 
“*gospel of wealth’ and his conception of the man of wealth as a 
“trustee,” to use his favorite term, are appropriately illustrated in 
the quotation from his own pen perpetuated in bronze upon the front 
of this building: ‘““The surplus wealth of the few shall become in 
the best sense the property of the many because administered for the 
common good.”’ 
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The building was opened on the nineteenth of December with 
elaborate ceremonies. Mr. Carnegie had been invited to be present, 
but was unable and sent his regrets in the following letter: 


Charles W. Smith, Esq., Secretary, 
Public Library of Seattle, 
Seattle, Washington. 


Mr. Carnegie tenders his thanks to the Library Board for the 
kind invitation to the opening of the library, and regrets that his en- 
gagements make it impossible for him to accept. but he begs to send his 
best wishes for the success of the library and the happiness of all 
the people of Seattle. 

JAMES BERTRAM, 


Private Secretary. 


The principal address was delivered by President Benjamin Ide 
Wheeler of the University of California. This and the other ad- 
dresses of the evening were issued by the library in a special publica- 
tion commemorative of the occasion. 

It is a pleasure to record that the building bids fair to realize 
all that was expected of it. In capacity ranking with the first half 
dozen city libraries of the country, in beauty of design and in the 
mechanical adjustment of means to ends it is perhaps second to 
none. The building may fairly be characterized as a “‘librarian’s 
library,’ built “‘from the inside out’? after every important type of 
American library building had been studied and many prominent li- 
brarians had been consulted in the preparation of its plans. 

Plans of the four different floors and the seven stack stories are 
shown elsewhere. In explanation of the arrangement I quote from 
one of the published descriptions: 


On the ground floor, which is entered from the west through 
doors directly under the main steps, is the children’s reading room, 
40x70 feet, one of the largest to be found in the country. Adjoining 
this is a place designated as the children’s story-room in which the 
children’s librarian will tell stories of an afternoon to such children 
as may desire to come. It is hoped by this feature to stimulate reading 
among the little people. 

Large space for a bindery and storage of books is also provided 
on this floor. At the north end of the building is a room forty feet 
square, where all the newspapers received by the library will be kept. 
Ample accommodations have also been provided adjoining for gov- 
ernment documents and other similar books. AA somewhat new feature 
in library construction is introduced in the form of a men’s conversa- 
tion and smoking room, to be elaborately furnished with leather chairs 
and sofas. 

The main floor has its entrance from the great flight of steps lead- 
ing up from Fourth avenue. Here will be found the open shelf cir- 
culating and reading room with a book capacity of fifteen thousand. 
The room is furnished with magnificent tables of antique oak and has 
a seating capacity of one hundred. The ceiling is twenty-two feet 
high and the room is seventy feet square. | Corresponding to the men’s 
conversation room on the lower floor there is on this a lavishly furnished 
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women’s reception room and parlor and every convenience has here 
been provided. 

The reference room corresponds on the north end of the building 
to the reading room and in it are tables and shelves as in the other 
room. Several fireplaces add comfort and coziness to these rooms. 

The delivery desk is also on this floor and from back of the 
desk entrance is gained to the steel book stacks. These stacks have 
a present capacity of some two hundred thousand books. Easy access 
to the various floors and to the stack is secured by electric elevators 
and book lifts. There are also ample accession and cataloging rooms 
here within easy reach of the books. 

Directly to the side of the delivery desk is a parcel check room, 
in which will be stationed an attendant to take care of wraps and 
parcels of library visitors. Special rooms at either side are also 
provided for the card catalogs. f 

Between the main and top floors is a mezzanine floor. Here with- 
out taking any appreciable space from the rest of the building are 
located the librarian’s offices and various rooms to be used as class 
and lecture rooms. The Library Board will also have its offices 
and meeting rooms on this floor. 

The third story has three large rooms. One is set aside as a 
lecture room. The other large room will be used as an art gallery 
and museum. The remaining room on this floor is not so large as the 
other two and the purpose is to have it ultimately used for special 
collections. 

The library has an interior system of telephones and automatic 
tubes and an automatic heating and ventilating plant which does 
everything for itself but supply the fuel. 

To those who care for the artistic, the library will ever prove 
a source of pleasure. In it the architect and decorators have secured 
that much-desired effect, beauty and dignity simply expressed. Those 
who pass daily by the big gray stone building and glance at the hand- 
some front have little idea how well the keynote of the architecture 
as expressed in this simple facade has been carried out within. The 
first impression on entering the lobby is of height and grace. The 
predominating color note is ochre with variations of lemon yellow, light 
cream and a touch of green in the capitals and scrolls of the paneling. 

The floor of this lobby, as well as the floor of the stair landings 
and the court of the top floor, is tiled in marble mosaic, black, orange, 
green and white. The mosaic is of European marbles, the finest used 
in building. At the rear of the lobby is a handsome marble receiving 
desk. 

At the north of the lobby the reference room is done in a quiet 
green with a dark cork-covered floor and a cream ceiling, while the 
large fireplace is finished in dark brown tile. The general reading 
room at the south end is finished in the same style, except that the 
fireplace is a dark green. 

On the top floor is artistically the finest room in the building. 
This is the art gallery, a hall which has been finished in the colors 
recommended so often by the late James McNeill Whistler. A hand- 
some gray is the tone of this room and the wainscoting and pillars are 
in relief of light cream. The general effect of grays and cream with 
the darker floor and excellent lighting is restful and pleasing to the 
the eye. The south room of the upper floor is finished with a dark 
green cork floor, sienna walls and a rich golden ochre ceiling. The 
pillars and moldings are in a lighter yellow. 

The court of the upper floor is rich in detail of composite capitals, 
molding to form recesses for the placing of statuary and a heavy 
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marble balustrade which surrounds the light well. This court and the 
north and south pavilions are roofed with skylights. 

Briefly, this describes the interior of the new home of the library. 
* # * Its marvelous modern conveniences and beautiful architec- 
ture will make it the show place of the city and an institution of which 
Seattle may well be proud. 


In addition to Mr. Camegie’s gift, the city has already ex- 
pended, or will have within the next few months, over $100,000 to 
complete the present plant. The block of ground purchased less than 
five years ago for $100,000 is now worth in the market six or seven 
times that sum. So that the city finds itself already in possession of 
a property worth approximately a million of dollars, a fit center for a 
great system of popular education and a source of profit, pleasure 
and pride to every citizen. 

Though the present structure is of the generous proportions indi- 
cated, it is in fact only about one-third of the future completed build- 
ing. So planned that the parts now standing have a perfect unity, 
but that any part may be added to as desired, it promises to fulfil 
every important demand which the coming city may make upon its 
central library. The building of the future, covering practically the 
entire block, 240x256 feet, a hollow quadrangle in form, with stack 
rooms crossing and recrossing the court, will have capacity for thou- 
sands of readers and millions of volumes. 

This possibility of expansion was considered from the beginning 
the first requisite in the plans. Perhaps it may have required vision 
in past years to forecast the growth already realized, but contemplat- 
ing the results of sixteen years, including the many vicissitudes of 
those years, it were surely no extravagance now to say that here must 
be one of the great public libraries of the world. ‘The foundation is 
laid, the need exists, and it has a constituency who believe that 
tomorrow is theirs. Its destiny is manifest. ‘Go boldly. Go 
serenely. Go augustly. Who can withstand thee now?” 


FINANCIAL. 


Our treasury is indebted to Mr. Carnegie this year for contri- 
butions to the building fund in the sum of $70,450, leaving a balance 
still due of $9,800 to complete his payments. The appended tables 
give a summary of the receipts and expenditures for all purposes. A 
detailed exhibit of the latter is also shown in the Appendix: 


Balance in! funds Jani V1 90Gi ey $ 12,411.57 
Receipts (including building fund).........200002.2020022.....- 159,213.42 
Fixpendituires iis cca unl aun A ein Ve ara $134,190.12 
Balance ‘in’ fund, Jani tj" WOO ars ae 37,434.87 


Ue, SUMMARIES AISA eS EN SOEUR it AR ORL EOC a ALS $171,624.99 $171,624.99 
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RECEIPTS AND SOURCES OF THE FUND BY 


MONTHS. 
Carnegie Library _Licenses 
Fund. Collections. and Fines. Taxes. Total. 

DOE ale EA ON $ 319.00 $ 2,409.86 $ 1,117.99 $ 3,846.85 
ETE SO) Ue a OD 164.72 2,117.28 = 6 aR fe WW Bed 
TA SR EAD SE 129.00 3,243.91 8,119.36 11,492.27 
© ete] a) Oth SNR ORC Rae EE 142.00 2,076.45 — 18,202.10 20,420.55 
1) 02 RNa SRSA AU ON CR 168.80 2,014.33 10,904.00 13,087.13 
PRO ne $22,000.00 141.00 3,029.04 4,190.20 29,360.24 
BEEEVIN ensue tL A Vamumna ic Cure R oN aa ty Ri 2,278.53 3,423.26 5,701.79 
EEE ROMS Sg SOMES AUT ae 339.47 1,937.29 980.98 3,257.74 
eT Laced 9} SEMI OMe SARA ARE 193.26 3,386.23 326.68 3,906.17 
etober ie us, 18,450.00 204.00 4,280.91 326.14 23,261.05 
November’ ie 199.75 4,540.96 604.02 5,344.73 
December ...........- 30,000.00 250.80 4,104.92 2,861.96 37,217.68 

otal ieee: $70,450.00 $2,251.80 $35,419.71 $51,091.91 $159,213.42 


EXPENDITURES BY MONTHS. 


(Amount of warrants drawn against the fund by the comptroller 
each month, being in every case, however, for the expenses of the 
month previous.) 


(EAE CAG We alco UNM SU Oa ee ge ANU te UML eA $ 8,580.02 
MICDRMEEY cone iC UY Cece N AL cial More 5,180.87 
March ......... tcl NI sue EULA ete Ba Wt APR MA Nt Na CHA 9,543.94 
Ree eI Re SAAN int oc OR nN A I 4,994.63 
POLE QUA SA al TG ERLANGER gS CURR A 12,884.95 
GO le LO ITER AUREL See Ret a CA MERA OMEGA OMY C2 ORL 25,311.14 
TEESE ORR ke Cr lah Pe aaa APE RN UC Ov AR 7,785.59 
AST a Nate ee Bas OO AS U2 A A gl es A 4,661.54 
SRONGINO RE. a uetea liga Me MCLE Gk EAR aL LS trea dA 3,530.67 
ST PE TMA BeR get cP MUSGR e DOR SRT AKO RU A Pe RCL AA eR AO 26,092.07 
ah a ASOT RCS ACRE UBD ONS ICR FLOUR, A eA TUR DE GAA ee AUb 7,563.40 
TT NN Us LI AUD oe US NAM A Oca eI a 18,061.30 

BATE Ree a NATE EU CTCL. eine ba LSB USNR Nc HN BO I $134,190.12 


The tax levy of three-fourths of a mill granted by the city 
council added to record receipts from the library’s ten per cent. of 
the city licenses and fines, has produced the sum of $88,763.42 as 
the regular income for the year. This is by far the largest sum 
ever received, almost double the income of the year previous. It, of 
course, includes certain amounts needed by the Board to supplement 
the building fund for which a considerable balance has been allowed 
to accumulate. 

A sum very near this has, nevertheless, been already asked and 
granted for 1907 for the regular running expenses. It is estimated 
that the income provided will be between $80,000 and $90,000. 
That this is so the first year in the new building, shows the march of 
events since Mr. Carnegie’s famous telegram regarding the annual 
maintenance fund of $50,000 promised that week in January, 1901: 
“What does a city of 80,000 inhabitants need of $50,000 annually 


to maintain a library >” 
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LIBRARY COLLECTIONS. 


The library collections and the disposition made of them are 
shown in the following recapitulation from the library cash book. 
The amounts withdrawn each month were deposited in the city treas- 
ury at the beginning of the succeeding month. 


Cash Dr.— 
dio balance, on: hand‘ january 1, 1906l08 2s $ 32.78 
Wotfines. for overdue books (06000 1,684.67 
‘lo temporary. deposits: os os Se ee 271.61 
Vol fiveedollar’ deposit. 2802: ie hela ea aie 530.00 
Do Jost: books: paid for ws ee ie Blea ea 116.75 
\To rentals, “collection of duplicates” ........0..2.2..2--21:---0-- 275.60 
Wo.sfinding: lists: “sold) cence Ae SO ee 10.77 
To rental of “buildings 2/20 ye ei ee 7795 
Pos tees Ley tare ea ED eC ee 7.00 
To miscellaneous) i fee ar sa ee a 16.35 
Cash Cr.— 
By five-dollar deposits refunded 2.........22..22.eeceeeeet eee $ 385.00 
By postals ‘bought to ‘be ‘resold: o..)) 004) ae 34.25 
By: ‘lost: books ‘returned: dcacgy es Ste a gs ee 18.85 
By temporary deposits refunded _..0......2....eeeeee eee 270.08 
By. withdrawn, for lbbrary fund)... 300 2,286.07 
By balance on hand December 31, 1906............2.02.20222-.------. 29:25 
ote ic ee Ne Oe i TN Ce ee cen ee $3,023.48 $3,023.48 


ACCESSIONS. 


The year’s growth of the library is shown in the following 
table of classified accessions, the whole number of volumes added 


being 11,219: 
CLASSIFIED ACCESSIONS. 


Condemned, Vols. in 


Chane J ae 11906. A Pe clena. Meciogt: pe pie Jan 130. 
Bibliography, Pericdicals, ete........... 6,094 659 6,753 4 6,749 
Philosophy hw eeey ea ag, 1,050 114 1,164 9 1,155 
Religions ic herr ees 2,297 375 2,672 28 2,644 
DOCIOIOgY, tary ane ercbee: corte 4,217 738 4,955 18 4,937 
Philology ct eee sect eatin 277 74 351 | 350 
Natural Science) wi alee Ss 3,677 612 4,289 28 4,261 
Weseful Aris ea eae 3,895 801 4,696 - 10 4,686 
FineAxts Oe cee 3,532 320 3,852 21 3,831 
Literature (belles-lettres, etc.) .......... 7,513 812 8,325 55 8,270 
English Faction (000 Oh iovo id 4 21,208 4,706 25,914 1,266 24,648 
Travels ee phn Sos Oe Pas 6,904 849 73155 45 7,708 
Biography Geet eee ey 4.629 506 5,135 15 5,120 
ER StGi yee ONE BRS ie 6,033 653 6,686 10 6,676 


otal eae Cee a Apa SNR 71,326 11,219. 82,545": | V,510 Ss Be ioo 
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One purchase made during the year that is interesting, not 
simply on account of cheapness of price, was the taking over of the 
entire remaining local stock of the Booklovers’ and Tabard Inn 
library at 25 cents per volume. ‘The alleged competition between 
this great system of subscription libraries and our public libraries 
has been a fruitful theme in library conventions and library reports 
for some years. Many librarians have apparently felt it an injury 
that a private subscription library of such extent as this should be 
allowed to exist and to rob the public library of its much-needed 
statistics. However, the establishment of the Booklovers’ library in 
this city was not unwelcome to us. It came at the time we were 
struggling to regain our feet after the fire, when the library was 
necessarily unable to cope with the demands of the public, particu- 
larly for light reading. 

It may be said of these subscription libraries, if our experience 
is a criterion, that they draw away from. the public library at least 
one class of patrons that the library is not always sorry to lose, a 
class that is always calling loudly for unlimited copies of the ‘‘book 
of the hour,” or of the minute, complaining because such books are 
not in, and often appearing to believe it would be preferable were 
the public library a far more private affair, restricted to the use of 
a few favored individuals. Some such people, of course, hailed 
with joy the arrival of the Booklovers’ and by the payment of a 
feyr dollars a year all of their troubles, presumably, and part of 
ours, were over. 

We might now even view with alarm the fact that these sub- 
scription libraries have quit the field were it not that our pay col- 
‘ection of duplicates has proved so successful a substitute and, withal, 
so equitable. For the small sum of five cents paid to the public 
library, which “‘goes on forever’” and which, save for this service, 
is free to all, the “best seller’ can be usually obtained at once 
without heartburnings. 

Another purchase authorized this year, to cost $3,000 and to 
be five years in preparation, is the monumental work of E.. S. Curtis, 
of Seattle, upon the Indians of North America. This work, 
illustrated by Mr. Curtis with the best photographs of Indian life 
probably ever taken, or that in the nature of the case ever will be, 
issued under the auspices of the Smithsonian Institution, financed by 
the patronage of some of the wealthiest men in America, and the 
introduction written by the president of the United States, is one 
reflecting so much credit upon our own city that it was inevitable 
that this library should be among its earliest subscribers. 
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o USE OF THE LIBRARY. 
REGISTRATION. 


The number of new borrowers registered in the twelve months 
was 9,889. ‘The important event of the year in this connection was 
the abolition by the Board of the rule in force since the library’s 
beginning, requiring every borrower to furnish a guarantor or to 
deposit $5.00 in lieu thereof. In October the Board voted that 
such a guaranty should no longer be required in the case of borrowers 
known to the librarian or those who could furnish two satisfactory 
references in the city. Children under fourteen are in every case 
required to furnish the endorsement of a parent or guardian in 
addition to the two references and one of the latter is to be the 
child’s teacher at school. 

Out of respect for the past or a former law, perhaps the law — 
of inertia, the right to borrow books for home use is still restricted 
to those families whose heads are residents or tax payers in the city 
or have their place of business or employment in the city. It may 
be recalled that for many years the writer has recommended that 
the right to borrow books be extended to the residents of the 
immediate suburbs of the city, that is to say, those residence districts 
connected with the city by car lines or ferries, whether or not such 
persons possess the above qualifications hitherto required of non- 
residents. 

Inasmuch as the suburban dwellers may be said to contiaune 
to the support of the library equally with the average inhabitant, 
either through their share in the indirect taxation from which fully 
half our revenue has always come, or through their patronage of 
the trade and industries of the city from which a large portion of 
the remaining income, the direct tax, is derived, it has always seemed 
to me no more than right that the law should permit them to have 
the privileges of the circulating department the same as of the refer- 
ence departments, which, in the nature of the case, anybody and 
everybody is permitted to enjoy without let or hindrance. 

I still recommend that the rules be changed in this respect in 
the interest of impartiality. This is saying nothing of that higher 
law, of which I believe the public library should be the constant 
champion and exponent, that the gates of knowledge should never 


be closed. 
CIRCULATION. 


The circulating department of the main library was closed for 
three weeks in December, and this fact necessarily reduces the 
figures for the year’s use. Nevertheless, the classified statement of 
circulation in the Appendix shows that even with the handicap of a 
poor building and an abbreviated year, our library has passed the 
300,000 mark, which is popularly considered a significant event 
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in a library’s growth. The total reported home use was 302,203 
volumes, of which 191,624 were issued from the main library, 
65,242 from the branches, and 45,337 from the school libraries. 
Of the whole number 171,326, or 57 per cent., were books from 
the adult department, while 124,556, or over 41 per cent., were 
for children’s reading. 

The last ten days of the year spent in the new building give 
promise of a very large increase in all departments of the work in 
1907. All the reading rooms have been filled almost from the first 
day, and some of them have been overflowing. ‘The attempt to 
handle the magazines and the bulk of the periodical matter in the 
general reading and open shelf room has already proved to be an 
impossibility, and steps are now being taken to open a separate 
periodical room. The large room on the top floor, reserved for a 
lecture room, has been selected for that purpose. 


REFERENCE. 


As is well known, no statistics of the use of the reference books or 
of other books for general reading in the library have ever been kept. 
‘Three and sometimes four people, besides a page and some from 
among the apprentices, have been busy this year in the reference 
room. If any record could be kept of the number of persons for 
whom service of this kind is furnished, it probably would be found 
to equal almost, if not quite, the number of those who draw books 
for home use. 

If the registering turnstiles shall be installed in the new build- 
ing, it will be possible to give a close numerical estimate. ‘These 
turnstiles I have long recommended as being almost a_ positive 
necessity to control the entrance and exit of visitors in the open shelf 
rooms, in order that a much-needed check be placed on the irrespon- 
sible and unrecorded borrowing—to call it by no harsher term—of 
the library’s books. 

The information work in the circulating toom has been con- 
tinued with excellent results. Much of the time two people have 
been busy on the floor and the service rendered here makes good 
secondary reference work. Many questions can be answered at once 
and much information furnished that is not in the nature of special 
study or research. ‘This work can probably be enlarged in the new 
quarters and still better satisfaction given to the public, who dislike, 
and properly so, to be passed about from hand to hand for the 
information they are in search of. 


BRANCHES. 


The opening of the new branch library known as the University 
branch came March 1, after being postponed for a year or more. 
The location is a strategic one, just at the gates of the University 
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cf Washington, surrounded by a particularly intelligent community. 
So few books were available that this has been rather a deposit 
station than a real branch thus far, but the circulation of books and 
the quality of serious reference work done already make it certain 
that this will inevitably become one of the most important of the 
branches. The present quarters are small but they have been kept 
open the full branch hours, from two until nine p. m. Negotiations 
have been made for larger and better quarters, and after repairs are 
made the branch will move into the old University M. E. church: 
next door and occupy the entire building. This will give plenty of 
room for several years. 

The other branches have continued their good work. What 
they all need is books. The stock of each should be augumented 
until it contains from five to ten thousand standard books for circu- 
lation and reference use. As soon as financia! conditions will permit, 
each should have a special children’s department organized and 
placed in the hands of an expert worker with the young. 

The matter of permanent buildings for the branches should be 
taken up soon. Now that the main building is off our hands, the 
next duty of this kind will be the erection of mode! branch buildines 
at or near the location of the present branches and very soon thereafter 
in several other sections of the city. It is quite possible that Mr. 
Carnegie might be induced to give additional funds for the con- 
struction of these buildings, as he has repeatedly done for other 
cities after providing a central building. Like all those who are 
familiar with the problem of library administration and expansion, 
he is a firm believer in the branch library idea. To realize its full 
possibilities, the library must go to the people if the people can not 
come to the library. 

The time has also come, therefore, when delivery stations 
should be started in many neighborhoods not sufficiently remote from 
the library or from each other to require a branch building. The 
requisites for this service are plenty of duplicate copies of the best 
books and an automobile to make daily or tri-weekly trips between 
the central library and the stations. Numbers of drug stores and 
other similar shops can be found in good locations whose proprietors 
will take the borrower’s orders and fill them for a very small com- 
pensation. [he customary pay of the station keeper is a fraction of 
a cent for each, volume handled. Quite possibly some could be 
found who would handle the work of the station free at first for the 
sake of the advertising it would give their places of business. 

In the effort to bring book and reader together, the acknowl- 
edged mission of the library, it is to be remembered that in all our 
great cities, with the possible exception of one or two, the large 
majority of loans for home use is made through branches and delivery 
stations. 


to 


On October |, through the appointment of a new superinten- 
dent of children’s work, it was possible to transfer the former head 
of that department to the work of the branches and schools. One 
of the needs of the near future will be an assistant superintendent for 
this department so that its work may be kept in closer touch with 
the central library. 


WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 


As mentioned, the circulation of books for home reading from 
the small branch libraries placed in school rooms reached the number 
of 45,337 volumes. ‘This is a much better showing than that of 
the previous year and proves that the teachers are co-operating 
more thoroughly in furnishing the statistics of use. 

It may be said that, even were their records of books lcaned 
kept most faithfully, such statistics would understate here the rea! 
facts more than in the case, possibly, of any other books owned by 
the library. Experience has shown that these carefully selected and 
graded books taken into homes where books have hitherto been per- 
haps unknown, are not infrequently read by the whole family, so 
great is the interest aroused, so happy the selection and well adjusted 
to the environment of the pupil, who thus becomes an agent of the 
library for multiplying the influence of books. 

So highly is the co-operative work with the schools appreciated 
by those in charge of them that we are able to record again this 
year the receipt of a letter from the Superintendent and a committee 
of all the principals and teachers of the Seattle public schools in the 
most generous terms, thanking and commending the Board for the 
work that the library is doing. 


PERIODICALS. 


The vast amount of detail connected with the hundreds of 
periodicals taken by the library, and the almost inevitable necessity 
of administering this material from a special reading room and the 
need of specializing in the reference work done with current unbound 
serials, led to the formation of a separate periodical department of 
the library. The organization was begun in November and will be 
continued in the new periodical room soon to be opened. 

The periodical reading room has had on file this year 334 
magazines and weekly papers, exclusive of newspapers. The news- 
paper room, which for many years has been at the Yesler branch 
reading room, has had on file 47 weekly and semi-weekly news- 
papers and 48 dailies. Of the latter, 37 are the representative 
dailies of as many great American cities. 

With the opening of the new building, the Yesler branch 
reading room was closed and the newspapers moved to the room 
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prepared for them on the ground floor. This removal from the 
historic place in the neighborhood of the city hall should not be 
accepted as an abandonment of that strategic locality. The recom- 
mendations of my last annual report in regard to securing the Yesler 
triangle for a branch library still stand, and I call renewed attention 


to them here. 
TRAINING CLASS. 


Examinations for admission to the training class were held in 
March and seven candidates passed. Of these, five completed the © 
course. On September 28, after six months of work, Miss Rose 
DeMoss, Miss Bertha Freyd, Miss Alice Kittredge, Miss Llewellyn 
Roberts and Miss Laura Woodbridge were graduated from the 
class and almost all have since been temporarily employed pending 
the civil service examinations, as there is no present eligible list. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


Necessarily with the opening of the new building the staff, to 
which usually but one or two new people have been added each 
year, had to be considerably increased, until there are now in all 
fifty-two persons upon the payroll, including the mechanical depart- 
ments, and more are being added almost daily. 

Throughout the year the departmentizing of the work has 
progressed with a view to reaching a point where the different 
divisions of the library might be able to carry on their individual 
work in the more independent fashion required in the extensive new 
quarters. By promotion, transfer or new engagement, new chiefs 
have been selected for five departments and the organization of these 
has progressed to a point of favorable comparison with those formerly 
organized. ‘The work is now far too large for personal attention to 
all details by the librarian and therefore its division into departments, 
each having its own staff of workers more or less specialized, and its 
own chief to supervise the details, has become a necessity. 

Such a division of labor, however, should never come to be 
considered a division of interest. Like a great industry the work of 
a library is a big business partnership, and for success all partners 
must work together. More than that, the public library is a center 
of liberal education, the whole aim of which is to free people from 
narrowness. Seeing the world sympathetically, but seeing it spherical, 
would be my paraphrase to express the present desideratum for a 
sane ‘library spirit.’’ 


SALARIES. 


At the beginning of the year the committee on administration 
reported a schedule of salaries for the positions as then established 
which was unanimously adopted by the Board. Some additions and 
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amendments have since been made. Although this schedule is none 
too high, especially in view of the enhanced cost of living in these 
times and in this city, the salaries compare so favorably with those 
of other occupations of like character and responsibility, I am 
impelled to overcome the traditional library modesty upon this sub- 
ject and print the figures as they now stand for the benefit of the 
profession, if for nothing more. 

The fundamental fact is the fixing of the initial salary of desk 
clerks, at least of those who have graduated from our own training 
class, at $50.00 per month for the first year, with the assurance 
that the practice will be continued of increasing the pay of those 
who are deserving and competent $5.00 a month each year for the 
next four years. [his makes $70.00 per month the final compensa- 
tion of those who remain in this grade. Under our civil service 
system, however, the opportunity for promotion is always present to 
those competent. 

Following is the schedule of salaries attaching at present to 
the respective positions that have been established and already 
filled. ‘The variance in salaries of chiefs of departments is not of 
design, nor expected necessarily to be permanent; recency ‘of appoint- 
ment or of the organization of the department is in some cases 
responsible. ‘The final aim in our salary list, however, should be, 
and I believe is, not absolute uniformity according to rank, but to 
pay each person what he or she is worth to the library without dis- 
tinction of position, seniority or sex. 


SCHEDULE OF SALARIES. 
Order Depariment. 


RS aL POG CEST ONE TROT RRA SEO ca Rd EVEL DOR sa ENN RMI ACEO $ 75.00 per month 
Accession Department. 

ETS REE VASA) OS TE SSS a ib NM Ale PRL ERY SOA RO SB $ 75.00 per month 

TVOIRE RO LOT ee cee a les IN ce A 2 ee ACM Rb ay 75.00 per month 

LES Sa OS a SRL AR PRLS RRR Ea slo UG RS NCQ Poe 1 OO 30.00 per month 
Catalog Depariment. 

Chief and Classifier (Asst. Librarian) 2.02.22... eee $115.00 per month 

Pascua ataloger, 2.) fuere nen neue MRT TU a aT 75.00 per month 

Bg ny co SRR PORT RRR OFCS ECS EDEMA OND a tS A 60.00 per month 
Circulating Depariment. 

Dperintencentie 00) ean aekee PUN UO A aL $100.00 per month 

oes Tere iy a UE us ao Clerks’ Scale ($50 to $70) per month 

[erate RON 2 NANA TaN Son NA BOP CS 25.00 per month 

PLCLED HOE RO PCLALOR Lin Wea fee baci ctu TRUCE LC 35.00 per month 


Be VT AMEE TE: NaS RMON OIE yan UU 44 NVA are i Ra em A 2A $ 75.00 per month 
be PALA PS eG TS ANU MAR ORO ON, UE EVE IN ANON RE SRR eae Clerks’ Scale 
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Branch Department. 


Supermtendent joc 00) Um ee $100.00 per month 
Whesseniger 5 us ak i a eae 25.00 per month 
Desk Clerk, Fremont Branch: Clerks’ Scale 
Desk Clerk, ‘South: Branch. ee Clerks’ Scale 
Desk Clerk, University Branch ......2-2.2022.220-2eeeeeteee- Clerks’ Scale 
Desk: Clerk, Green iake Branch) 20.2000 Clerks’ Scale 
Reference Department. 
Chie i SSR SNe UU Teal UN Doe $100.00 per month 
P\ttendarit sc 80 el Ce eg Se ee Coe ie Clerks’ Scale 
|i arbi ae POORER OME Gc) USia Manistee MAG MWR onda oe Oia 6! 25.00 per month 
Periodical Department 
GOT) SUD Ran CRE COMM Oat NWN aUe Wa Maa BAT BOMB COL COA Ara Ne: 1 $ 75.00 per month 
Custodian Yesler Reading Room ............22.---22---c:eeeeeeeeeeeeees pen 75.00 per month 
Mechanical Department 
Chief "Engineer 00) SNe 2s ee SD GLOE 0 aay Me at na $100.00 per month 
Aissistant \E.ngineer 2c ee oe ann 8 ates 90.00 per month 
TAMIR eo aia SAUD oN NS RN Coa 75.00 per month 
Assistant: Janitor yo sees ya Cn a ae 60.00 per month 
Watchman 290 U ene ag Ose OM Te UVa he) Rea nue ence 60.00 per month 
Elevator Man yc les ee A ea) eae 40.00 per month 
Gleaner 3.0.) Sic ees Tae Dir EN eee acai 35.00 per month 
Bindery Department 
Foreman - and’ Finisheroo) Meh De $27.00 per week 
Borwardeér 060.050 0 RG a eee es cere gee 21.00 per week 
SS} r el (Yo COM MACE a ENON MIMO PLN Ona NON NRE ab Slat 12.00 per week 


CIVIL SERVICE. 


Last October the civil service commission of the city was 
requested on behalf of the library to abrogate the rule requiring a 
year’s residence in the city previous to admission to the civil service 
examinations, provided that applicants make affidavit of a bona fide 
intention to become residents of the city. This, after some consid- 
eration, the commission declined to do without definitely stating the 
reason therefor. 

I can only insist that this change would be a help toward 
making civil service rules the unmixed blessing to the library which 
they are doubtless always designed to be. Like every other insti- 
tution of learning, we are entitled, I believe, to employ the best 
talent and training obtainable. To put up with anything less than 
the best that our funds can hire in the world’s market is to stultify 
ourselves as a factor in the intellectual progress of the community. 
It may be, it sometimes is, true that such material can be obtained 
right at home. ‘The change in the rules would be no bar nor 
prejudice to such. It would but better enable them to show their 
merit. 

On the other hand, if the home market cannot or does not 
supply the demand for talent, training or experience (and it is a 
fact that most of the time there is no library eligible list whatever), 


23 


candidates must be invited from abroad. Although the rule be 
suspended in the individual case, as is now done by the commission 
on request, it places the library under a moral obligation to “‘take 
care of’ the woman candidate who is invited to come two or three 
thousand miles to enter a temporary position, the permanency of 
which depends upon the chance of her success in a civil service 
examination later. 

Were the rule entirely abolished and the examinations open 
to all comers, candidates would likely, upon their own initiative and 
responsibility, come here to enter the examinations and would stand 
or fall by their own merits whether there were any immediate pros- 
pect of a vacancy or not. Under present conditions, I have the 
feeling that we are violating the spirit of the local civil service system 
every time we are obliged to go afield for a specially qualified assist- 
ant. Perhaps the spirit of civil service reform is one doomed to 


suffer. 
PUBLICATIONS. 


Volume six of the Bulletin, the official monthly publication of 
the library for 1906, contained 112 pages. Reference lists were 
printed from time to time upon these subjects: 

Abraham Lincoln. 

George Washington. 

Operas. 

Charles Francois Gounod. 

Giacomo Puccini. 

Giuseppe Verdi. 

Wilhelm Richard Wagner. 

Books on Gardening. 

List of books for third grade of public schools. 

Hallowe’en. 

‘Thanksgiving. 

List of books for fourth grade of public schools. 


The coming year the Bulletin is to be issued in the more con- 
venient form of a small octavo or magazine size, with single column 
matter. This will make it more convenient both for mailing and 
for binding. The linotype metal is also to be held each month for 
cumulation at the close of the year into an annual printed supple- 
ment of the library catalog. 

The catalog department has prepared copy for finding lists of 
the sections of fine arts and general literature. That of fine arts is in 
type waiting for revision. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Your librarian was present at the annual conference of the 
American Library Association. It was held in June at Narragan- 
sett Pier, R. I., and my thanks are returned for expenses paid from 
the library fund. This was the year when the association was 
asked in 1904 to meet in Seattle. Our invitation was later with- 
drawn in favor of Portland, Oregon, which obtained the conference 
of 1905. At Narragansett Pier, I renewed the invitation for the 
association to meet in Seattle, this time at the request of the president 
of the Alaska-Y ukon-Pacific Exposition, the date to be in the sum- 
mer of 1909, the year of the exposition. ‘This invitation was placed — 
on file to be finally acted upon as the judgment of the association 
might decide at the 1908 meeting. 

Various additional matters of interest are shown in detail in 
the Appendix to this report, including a list of those who have made 
gifts to the library. 

I thank you, gentlemen, one and all, for your uniform kind- 
ness, and beg to express my appreciation of the exceedingly friendly 
relations which have remained unbroken for so many years. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CHARLES WESLEY SMITH, 


Librarian. 
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APPENDIX A 


LIBRARY STAFF, December, 1906 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


PANTRY At Es C7 ALON RAG EE aA aS ae OR EAR SU Rs A CHAS. WESLEY SMITH 
First Assistant Lidrvartani.irrccccccccccccccccceccces Mrs. SOPHIE W. BARKER 
Second Asststanmt Lt0brvartan.icccccccccasccccccecesecces Mrs. MINNA P. REESE 


ORDER DEPARTMENT 


CUETO LES Fee eine wea hoce capone hak Cue vey Ueesiganyageneeeeesdeees JESSIE F. OGDEN 
ACCESSION DEPARTMENT 
Rel es Genasetay Resbe rece se kls onake de sa0aswu pause vices Mrs. MINNA P. REESE 
POR AD Meee se er hac wieh esp ec eh te) Galds na tap sua Las teesuewe Huco P. KUHNKE 
PRAY Mr ieee eee EMINEM gdamecubde Usp iehesaManseyaeoyedyabeases ALICE KITTREDGE 
PUCENOME este iss Sek ve sie tick vas Ueadarheessdey ose ayrodreds ca sasadceves ALMA J. CLARK 
CATALOG DEPARTMENT 
CTCILGMEN COCOSSTIIEM ein ye sr avehu nates seseus selaes Mrs. SOPHIE W. BARKER 
WA SSESLARENCALILLOR CP nu panenecevaad opinekeretsenesaduades MRs. JESSIE M. BoypD 
PESSESEINILLY CULGIOL CP red Ur Na Nu dah noes Bae sh Gay CaamEDe ae on HELEN GILLETTE 
A VOLSE ING haut caly so eanun auamCnal cus eG uae, eed sadeum ele pee M Paka vane May E. LITTLE 
CIRCULATING DEPARTMENT 
SUPEFINIENAENL Of CIV CULALION, ..0.sucnersccevscomvcsnss ...-- JANE E. GARDNER 
Pan AS Coe ot Epa EM a LA NGOS ARR ss CORE AE ARR OS iT ANNA P. TATUM 
TELAT NG Rot ig 0S LS CORDES HR SEE eg AO ED FO GERTRUDE H. CROCKER 
IESE Merteta tay isaan lentes tech nuemer eens iene cear anes dents BLANCHE H. JOSSELYN 
UIESMAE POR AL iiatde veLael cubes tae pen ee taes ses Mrs. MARGARET MAYDENBAUER 
PPE ER ANG. os einen sit tncrasy wiwieryespoeedbavhee be aeaes LAURA E. WOODBRIDGE 
PE CCAR dc tah lel) ees ool eglecaa cc’ guns eask otkey dune ab eate hen eit CARL S. ZOOK 
PERN GLAAD. OL EP iy eecn ERIS ELE Nihes sven SudaweR Toes Enestee canes RUSSELL TwIss 
PEE EON i se RUNES Vek sue yea be ciudad ih ces bhda canaeil aed besaacou rane buy HENRY PEEPLES 


LELEOBHE OPEFULOR curs. shen vos seneaetcnxeae ine du eknab dap teeny .AZLIE I. REARDON 
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LIBRARY STAFF— Continued 


CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 


CHIEN, a bivicace cc sas oes heh iG ex ube cheaper vesheceseae seein ewnes ALICE A. BLANCHARD 
DPS CLOT RA eo SUA ays ds eb bi eeun tone t aren Gatebelne dais ene Lucia HALEY 
WIESE OLE Ries tag sie caveles eevee dave tau souk ure ee op ice nce Rote LLEWELLYN ROBERTS 
BRANCH DEPARTMENT 
UP CTINGCHO CNL. iscrcaiuriac suns todeoceavesayeesr urenseataurens JOSEPHINE G. TABER 
UI ESSCU LCR «i ascuavecevaniesmcen oreo: cenuecurnaon cease atte eases W. LAWRENCE BREESE 
WT ESSEMD ET. luis cia suse WemkC nee We Ua Ons a pee sey neaN esau mere aden nas CLYDE BUGHER 
Desk Clerk: FVCMORLE BAUCH .scsedvisiacceveceuines EMMA K. MCCULLOUGH 
Desk Cler rR; SOUL BIARGH  ccccevcleti asccctscseced suncydeuniees ene Mary ROE 
Desk Clerk; Ontver suey BV ANH bsdscccedecvoduen volcede euaee MARY W. DENNIS 
Desk Clerk, Green. LaGRE Branch... eis. ORR ee HARRIET ALLISON 
REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 
DT d ETERS TERE ED MEDS U UCHR Ma eM RAN Sue ANT ANATE ME IES Gm Ro Mary BANKS 
AACLENT ANE nos aces Cans bane eye leek Fabea eiboo iver aus KATHARINE MCMICKEN 
A ELEBd EAL NG sen Neal baeih Geebeseher eoayacieceetele eee ANNIE H. CALHOUN 
PA ELEN DAIL Oe, Li ceUe Vopr pik wick cou ba esa none To OR eee DuBoIs MITCHELL 
LAGE cassicdvesmdba cores shusece deri neanesangee Ais tebe PRCTRe esueen Leet nema CALVIN BUGHER 
PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT 
B21 SS POC G OTD SEL uae aC TNA PAN AULA nal KATHARINE B. JUDSON 
Custodian Of INGWSPAPETS. cock isusenvetnaecessetnunaeune ALFRED J. VILLARS 
BINDERY DEPARTMENT 
OVEN a hei cesGOuas se haatadmakoede ese que aulas reel a tenes te Eten HARRY W. HYDE 
LOVATO CK eso OT Meee elbaleg reas ahtaey Bie ation cakn ace LouIs OPSAHL 
POVUWOV ACT. Riis Gecn asueatiiesnicosia cussion euedehieeuaetT es JOHN H. MINNIEMYER 
SLICE ase ea. ae eeeles wad bent sede oh ooemarssacwraneeedn ede tetris EK. AGNES COLLINS 
MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
CHIC) FUG INCEH seas d ei aNGaeee sad eh aslo a se aaa w pac eeeee cee J. J. FEARIS 
WASSUSTONE TEIEETIELT.. «vos bacubans, Wav setae suuae abe yaced ines Dene eons -H. R. ROGERS 
WALER TING eC iph bios canes vue dunk pes cavavacdudaea ne eeetcetteemeesenn JAMES LONNEY 
OMLLON GCSE ae USAR ins oh v's Sip bg nUlala ta ude vieGa Cede heer On pect pee ..F. C. SILBERHORN 
SANTLOF ssncsnane Sing ituaicce catbey gate aaiae yaa teecady on ak uiugnee JosEPH W. HAMILTON 
Elevatorman..... . DUaue Nuss sdhevhvelancil deme salaues odutice | UmMPIC ETE team LEO Ross 
CTEAMEH, CoRR ere ee ha Sauk Chaat auduaaimettas wees Mrs. ALICE WRIGHT 
CLEDNET, Seaisn isp eden vane di Sects he nee ko ymrucialeas tase Lamesa Mrs. ALGIA HAMPTON 
AE TAPE HEE OC EPA E GE UNS NAS Judgr sean dae eena seme Mrs. KATE CHENEY 
CVCOMET. se iasa heads center see UAE ES seen enescuanembenelreeeraes Mrs. CorA OSBORN 
CTEARET Gi sieve access LUPO RAM ae aeua es Hoek eee Mrs. NETTIE B. TILTON 
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APPENDIX D 


BINDERY—VOLUMES BOUND AND REBOUND 


| NUMBER 
CLASS MATERIAL ee as LE SeVALUE 
F/|Q O /|12mo.|16mo.|| TOTAL 

Fiction......6 Full Imperial Cloth) 4/328} 414/1751| 205 2702 || $2205.45 
Non-Fiction | One-half Russia...../158} 93} 427| 293] 42 || 1013 983.95 
Non-Fiction | One-half Canvas....; 22) 34) 25 I I 83 41.50 
Non-Fiction | Full Cloth............. 35 19.50 
Non-Fiction | Paper Boards......... 24% 27.30 
Magazines...; One-half Morocco..|/193/256| 239| 2 2|| 692 || IIOI.40 
Newspapers.| One-half Canvas.... 44 88.00 

377|711| 1105 |2047 | 250] 4845 | $4467.10 


OTHER WORK 


No. PIECES || VALUE 


WEawazINnG, COVES MAGE ois. lei sese cs caddesedescssecdduess 260 $130.00 
erm tifett? PE RLOTEC ce ae cela lsre ale tbe oy Aue say 12343 617.15 
Vie Habe cet on Sat ATE re MA Apo 1c AE Lae LE ae Pd Re 95 47.50 
Meee ge NEETICNG: omer. thie aW2, wet dk de ddic ch uuu hei aeaaae¥ 2112 63.40 
ECE CLO O A Citas veh eer CM IION Sones a bude aah ae aay So dee 20 10,00 
PADS PWLORNICEC Ac tocases ee aire bah cs fy cules veeebeaiuvececiis ts 86 43.00 
Petes LOUD: Ueyrdersa eh ss titee honcho latte douse coe seen I2 .60 
Sree Tist: COVETS, CLG snubent aelivudulcdakedd nash lcienceey 37 3.70 
ERR S yo Uietacc db duvacieg eiticsoaseeeroburcbis ta ois icenc nd sees ei eead es 29 14.50 

14994 $929.85 
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$5396.95 
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APPENDIX E 


LIST OF DONORS, 1906 


Academy of Natural Sciences, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

Adriance Memorial Library, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. 

Alaska Club, Seattle, Wash. 

American Printing House for the 
Blind, Louisville, Ky. 

American School of Osteopathy. 

Amherst College, Amherst, Mass. 

Art Club of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Barth, Edgar F., Seattle, Wash. 

Birmingham, Eng., Free Library 
Commission. 

Boston, Mass., Art Club. 

Boston, Mass., Museum of Fine Arts. 

Boston, Mass., Public Library. 

Brockton, Mass., Public Library. 

Brookline, Mass., Public Library. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Public Library. 

Bronson Library Fund, Waterbury, 
Conn. 

Brown, J. L., Berkeley, Cal. 

Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Fine Arts Commis- 
sion. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Public Library. 

Butte, Mont., Public Library. 

California State Library, Sacra- 
mento, Cal. 

Carnegie Free Library, Braddock, 
Pa. 

Carnegie Free Library, Escanaba, 
Mich. 

Carnegie Library, Bradford, Pa. 

Cheney, Washington, State Normal 
School. 

Chicago, Ill., Public Library. 

Clark University, Worcester, Mass. 

Cleveland, O., Board of Education. 

Connecticut Agricultural Experi- 
ment Stations, New Haven, Conn. 

Connecticut Historical Society, 
Hartford, Conn. 

Connecticut State Railroad Com- 
mission, Hartford, Conn. 

Corcoran Art Gallery, Washiugton, 
D. C. 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Columbia University, New York, 
N. Y. 

Cridge, A. D., San Francisco, Cal. 

Curtis & Cameron, Art Publishers, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dayton, O., Public Library. 

Detroit, Mich., Public Library. 


Downer, David R., Newark, N. J. 
Drexel Institute, Philadelphia, Pa, 
East Orange, N. J., Free Library. 
Eau Claire, Wis., Public Library. 
Ehrich Galleries, New York, N. Y. 
Ellensburg, Wash., State Normal 
School. 
Engineers’ Society of Western Pa. 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, Md. 
Fitz Public Library, Chelsea, Mass. 
Fletcher Free Public Library, Bur- 


lington, Vt. 
Forbes Library, Northampton, 
Mass. 


Friends Free Library,Germantown, 
Pa. 

Fry Art Co., New York, N. Y. 

Game and Fish Commission of 
Colorado. 

George Washington University, 
Washington, D. C. 

Gloversville, N. Y., Free Library. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., Public Li- 
brary. 

Hartford, Conun., Public Library. 

Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Haverhill, Mass., Public Library. 

Heywood, W. T., Dorchester, Mass. 

Hisamidzu, S., Consul for Japan, 
Seattle, Wash. 

Home for Friendless Children, 
Utica, N. Y. ; 

Illinois Board of Public Charities, 
Springfield, Ill. 

Imperial Japanese Commission to 
the Louisiana Purchase Exposi- 
tion, St. Louis, Mo. 

Inspector General of Customis, 
Shanghai, China. 

Iowa Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Des Moines, Ia. 

Japanese Departmentof Agriculture 
and Commerce, Tokyo, Japan. 
Japanese Department of Finance of 

the Empire of Japan, Tokyo. 

John Crerar Library, Chicago, Il. 

Johns Hopkins University, Balti- 
more, Md. 

Kansas Bureau of Labor and Indus- 
try, Topeka, Kan. 

Kellogg, David, Seattle, Wash. 

Leland Stanford Junior University, 
Palo Alto, Cal. 
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LIST OF DONORS— Continued 


Lexington, Ky., Public Library. 

Los Angeles, Cal., Public Library. 

Louisville, Ky., Public Library. 

Loyal Legion of the U. S., Com- 
mandery of the State of Wash- 
ington, Tacoma. 

Maguire, Amy, Portland, Ore. 

Maine Agricultural Experiment 
Stations, New Brunswick, Me. 

Malden, Mass., Public Library. 

Massachusetts Horticultural Soci- 
ety, Boston, Mass. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy, Boston, Mass. 

Mercantile Library, St. Louis, Mo. 

Michigan Board of Health. 

Minister of Mines of the Province 
of British Columbia, Victoria. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Park Commis- 
sion. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Public Library. 

National Academy of Design, New 
York, N. Y. 

National Woman’s Suffrage Asso- 
ciation. 

New Bedford, Mass., Free Public 
Library. 

New Jersey Agricultural Experi- 
ment Stations, Trenton, N. J. 

New Jersey State Board of Health. 

New York Life Insurance Compan- 
ies, Legislative Committee. 

New York Mercharts’ Association. 

New York Railroad Commission, 
Albany, New York. 

New York State Library, Albany, 
Nuye 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, O. 

Oregon Historical Society, Port- 
land, Ore. 

Oregon Library Commission, Sa- 
lem, Ore. 

Osterhout Public Library, Wilkes- 
barre, Pa. 

Ottumwa, Ia., Public Library. 

Paterson, N. J., Public Library. 

Peabody Institute, Danvers, Mass. 

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts, Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania Bureau of Industrial 
Statistics. _ 

Perry Picture Co., Malden, Mass. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Free Library. 

Pitman & Sons, Publishers, New 
York. 

Portland, Ore., Library Association. 

Prang Educational Co., New York. 

Providence, R. I., Public Library. 


Prosch, Thos. W., Seattle, Wash. 

Radcliffe College, Cambridge, Mass. 

Reading, Pa., Public Library. 

Republican State Central Commit- 
tee, Seattle, Wash. 

Robbins, Joseph, Spokane, Wash. 

Roebling Concrete Co., New York. 

St. Andrews Society, NewYork,N.Y. 

St. Paul, Minn., Public Library. 

St. Louis Museum of Fine Arts. 

St. Louis, Mo., Public Library. 

Salem, Mass., Public Library. 

San Francisco, Cal., Public Library. 

Shannon, R. C., Brockport, N. Y. 

Shattuck School, Faribault, Minn. 

Smith & Co., Alexander, New York. 

Smith College, Northampton, Mass. 

Springfield, Mass., City Library 
Association, 

Straits Settlements, Singapore, 
India, Colonial Secretary. 

Toledo, O., Public Library. 

Toronto, Can., Public Library. 

United States Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington, D. C. 

United States Military Academy, 
West Point, N. Y. 

United States Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Md. 

United States Navy Department, 
Washington, D. C. 

University of California, Berkeley, 
Cal. 

University of Chicago, Chicago, I]. 

University of Michigan, Ann Ar- 
bor, Mich. 

University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Neb. 

University of Virginia, Charlottes- 
ville, Va. 

University of Washington, Seattle, 
Wash. 

Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Victoria, B. C., Public Library. 

Warder Public Library, Spring- 
field, Mass. 

Washington, D. C., Public Library. 

Washington State Live Stock Asso- 
ciation. 

Wesleyan University, Middletown, 
Conn. 

Whitworth College, Tacoma, Wash. 

Wilmington Institute, Wilmington, 
6a 

Wyoming Agricultural Experiment 
Station, Laramie, Wyoming. 

Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 

Y. M. C. A., Seattle, Wash. 
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LIBRARY BOARD, 1905-1906 


HESTRATTON, CHQivman. 6. . . . Term expires April, 1910 
CHARLES E. SHEPARD, Vice-Chairman... . Term expires April, 1906 
ive ee LE WWD 2 6 oe eo Ge es pe Lerm expires April, 191T. 
Cee ROCHESTER <5) 85. eh . . . Term expires April, 1912 
weve MAJOR 5 92 3c oy Ge 4a es = Term exptres April, 1907 
Beameetrt 7 VONS, M.D. 18, | el.  ; 1s Lerm expires April, 1908 
SION Y 0, BLDER) . /... : ; . Term expires April, 1909 


CHAS. WESLEY SMITH, Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Aaministration ......-. Messrs. ROCHESTER, ELDER, SHEPARD 
Art Gallery and Museum... . . . . Messrs. Major, Lyvons, LLwypb 
Books and Periodicals .... .. . Messrs. SHEPARD, LLWypD, LYONS 


Branches and Delivery Stations . Messrs. ELDER, ROCHESTER, MAJOR 
Building and Grounds .... .. Messrs. Lu wyb, Major, SHEPARD 
ETAL ENA ec 5. vs ..... . . Messrs. LYONS, ELDER, ROCHESTER 


The Chairman of the Board is ex officio a member of all committees. 
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Seattle Public Library II 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of the City 
of Seattle: 


The Library Board has the honor to transmit the report of 
the Library Department for the year 1905. 


Respectfully, 


J. A. STRATTON, Chairman. 
Seattle, Washington, January |, 1906. 


REPORT OF LIBRARIAN 
To the Library Board of the City of Seattle: 


I have the honor to submit for the year 1905 my eleventh 
annual report, the fifteenth of the library since its founding. 

Progress upon the new building to a point of about three- 
fourths completion, the establishment of two new branches, and 
a renewal of liberal book purchases are the salient features of 1905. 


BUILDING. 


The new year found the contractors just recommencing work 
upon the walls, following a three months’ delay caused by the 
cracking of the foundation after the Great Northern Railway tun- 
neled Fourth Avenue. From that time to this, work has progressed 
steadily. The exterior has been finished for several months, and, 
since the plastering is now in progress, we look for the early comple- 
tion and occupation of the building. 

As it grows under the fingers of the builders, it seems to fulfill 
our hope that it might, in all practical points at least, touch the high- 
est mark of library architecture. Its classically beautiful exterior 
has already become the pride of our citizens and of the Northwest; 
and, in point of size, and costliness as well, I believe I am safely 
within the facts in saying that there is no city in the world of our rank 
that has a public library building to compare with it. We may 
feel a justifiable pride also in the fact that the guaranteed income 
for its maintenance will be on an equal scale. It is pleasant to be 
able to record that our library has taken such rank in the first fifteen 
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years of its existence, thereby fully holding its own even in the mar- 
velous growth our city has experienced. 

During the year Mr. Carnegie’s cashier has paid over to the 
board $106,250, which has been deposited in the city treasury for 
payments on the building. As shown by the disbursement account, 
Cawsey & Carney, the general contractors, have received in that 
time $104,122.50, while there has been paid on other accounts the 
sum of $12,187.88, making a total for building operations in 1905 
of $116,310.38. ‘The entire amount received from Mr. Carnegie 
to date is $139,250, of which the general contractors have thus far 
been paid $134,144.50. 

The old University building, our present temporary shelter, suf- 
fered a removal in April to a site several blocks distant. Of course 
this compelled closing the library. It remained closed several weeks. 
The building was badly strained by the moving, and repairs caused 
some delay and not a little expense. 

The school district has loaned us one of their portable buildings, 
25x32 feet in size, which has been attached to the rear of the main 
building, where it is used as headquarters for the work with schools, 
being shelved to accommodate and display the entire collection of 
school libraries. Without it our school work must have come almost 
to a standstill, and therefore our hearty thanks are due the school 
board for this assistance. 

As before, the work is badly cramped because of our building’s 
lack of room and its general unsuitableness. ‘There has also been a 
marked falling off in patronage since the building was moved, charge- 
able to increased difficulty of access, as well as to the serious inter- 
ruption which was suffered from being closed some weeks. 


BRANCHES. 


The Fremont Branch has kept up its creditable work and the 
stock of books has increased until it contains 2,000 volumes. What 
with loan collections sent out every month from the central building 
and with daily deliveries of such other books as are requested, it 
may be assumed that the wants of that suburb are well supplied. 
The hours have been increased and the branch is now open from 
2 to 9 p. m. on week days and from 2 to 6 p. m. on Sundays. 

The Green Lake Branch at Tahoe Station was opened last 
September. Its patronage has been even more encouraging than 
that at Fremont was at first, though its stock of books is not so large. 
The daily circulation is growing and the reading room is well patron- 
ized. It is open from 2 to 6 p. m. on week days only. More 
books are needed there. A more regular and more liberal system 
of deliveries is needed for all the branches. At no distant day it 
will be necessary to have our own expressman and delivery wagon 
to cover the very large territory of this city of “‘magnificent distances.’’ 
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The phenomenal success of the year, however, is the South 
Branch at Seventh Avenue South and Dearborn Street, down in 
the First Ward. Nobody asked for this branch. But it was estab- 
lished by the Board because it was believed to be needed by the 
people dwelling in that section of the city. Its popularity was in- 
stantaneous, first with the children, then with adults. It also is open 
only four hours each week-day afternoon, but the daily home circu- 
lation has passed the 100 mark several times. Many of the resi- 
dents have expressed their gratitude and even the policeman on the 
beat has been heard to remark that this branch library is a godsend 
to the neighborhood. It is work like this which furnishes incontesta- 
ble reasons for the maintenance of libraries by public taxation, whose 
value, nevertheless, can in no wise be measured by the comparative 
figures of the tax levy. 

And such work must go on. ‘The library deserves sympathy 
and support because it is of benefit, most of all, to the poor—the 
book supply of the bookless; the teacher of the untaught; a dispenser 
of the “medicine of the soul’’ to those who have found no physician 
for their complaints. To such the library must come with its su- 
preme mission of equalizing opportunity. It must seek them out and 
bring them to its doors, or go where they are if need be. It may 
not, although sometimes even our churches do so, with ill-advised 
concern jest its garments be defiled, enfold itself and withdraw to 
remotely fashionable locations, or to more stately and exclusive tem- 
ples. It must establish branches wherever needed, so that the poor 
can use its treasures without paying what is to them the impossible 
tax of car fare. It must use every effort to attract and win the people 
by contact and trial to an appreciation of its riches and their great 
privilege. 


YESLER READING ROOM. 


This, our down-town reading room, has kept up its good record 
of service to the transient public and all those who wish to consult 
newspapers and read popular periodicals. There are, by count, at 
least 500 persons using this reading room daily. It is probably 
the only strictly public and secular down-town resort in the city 
where men and women both are welcome to spend their leisure time 
without being expected to patronize anything or be patronized. 

As such it is deserving not only of continuance but of extension 
and generous support. The time is at hand when, as a regular 
branch circulating library and delivery station as well as down- 
town reference and reading room, it would be a close second in 
usefulness to the central building itself. 

We have always looked forward to the day when this work 
should occupy the Yesler Triangle in front of the City Hall, to be 
named the Yesler Branch in honor of the pioneer who years ago dedi- 
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cated this plot as a site for a public library. Only certain legal ob- 
stacles, more imaginary than real, apparently prevent a consummation 
which everybody ought to desire. 

But this valuable space, as yet unimproved on account of these 
obstacles, has recently become an object of solicitude to all sorts of 
interests, and many suggestions have been heard for using it, ranging 
all the way from a public convenience station to a George Washing- 
ton monument. If the original design of placing there a beautiful, 
self-supporting library building can only be carried out, it would 
combine in the most useful manner all such suggested purposes. All 
our buildings are public convenience stations of the broadest type, 
for it is the aim of the modern public library to be always a center 
of public comfort as well as of public education. A building on 
this plot can be made as beautiful as one could wish; and with its 
noble uses it would be the best and most lasting of monuments, not 
only to Henry L. Yesler, but to all the great and good who have 
ever lived. Every public library is just such a monument and is 
of the highest possible service both to the living and to the memory 
of the dead. 

If this site is by any chance lost to the hbrary it will very soon be 
necessary to spend a large sum for ground in that same locality, as 
a site for just such a plant as we now wish to establish there. The 
erection of the Yesler Branch building should be taken up as soon 
as the construction of the main building is off our hands. 


ACCESSIONS AND CATALOGING. 


The number of volumes added to the library in the past twelve 
months is 11,779, of which 280 were gifts and 11,499 were pur- 
chased. The amount expended for books was $14,221.39. 


The following table shows the accessions in each class: 


Added Whole No. 


Class— in 1905 Accessions. 
Bibliography, periodicals, etc.......22-2- 22008 479 6,094 
Philosophy. 0¢ Seaeee sists Ses ce Aenea ous 95 1,050 
Keligiotis Ase mamcsacteien yt a> Oe seal mone oe 273 2,297 
Sociology ss an eu. s Nate id eye Sn ah Ree eee 694 4,217 
Philology (ieee certo strc antiitir s coeee eee 12 ZiT 
Natural sciences pete eee tee es a a ae ees 414 3,677 
Useful Sartssitee er ee a ae ee 472 3,895 
bine “arts: 23:0: xe ee a eh de ee 334 3 532 
Literature (belles-letires), foreign, etc........... 909 7,513 
Ponglish: fiction 2 e.ar ores eee ee eee 5,192 21,208 
Travelh:.4 si¢ 300s ee ic ak ona eaten 1,012 6,904 
Biography.iGeiis ee coerce eet ass eee 748 4,629 
PH story.g cos same ttee actuate Roe ad cas cee 1,145 6,033 


otal’ aca rte ote st jake: bia BG oA ec 115779 71,326 
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Among the notable purchases of the year is a set of Canadian 
public documents. It is almost entirely complete and is the only 
one we have ever seen offered for sale. Our proximity to British 
America and the peculiarly interwoven early history of the two 
countries in this region, as well as the more recent interest in the ofh- 
cial acts and utterances of Canada during the long disputes over the 
Alaskan boundary and the seal fisheries, made the public documents 
of the Dominion a real necessity from an historical standpoint. 
Then, again, the present remarkable movement of population between 
the two countries in the Northwest warrants us in securing all possible 
information about Canada and its affairs. 

Another very important purchase was the library of James P. 
Kimball, the distinguished mineralogist and engineer. On the eve 
of retirement from active professional life, Dr. Kimball was willing 
to dispose of his library and was particularly desirous that it should 
come to the Pacific Coast, where many of his interests had centered 
and where also he felt assured there was much need that such a 
collection of books should be accessible. I quote from Dr. Kimball’s 
letter, which determined the purchase of the library: 


The volumes number 2,030, the list of pamphlets over 2,000. The 
collection is one that never would, or could, have been made on the 
Pacific Coast. It is for that reason that I should like to see it go there. 

The collection is almost unique in regard to several sets, never 
in the book trade. It includes many expensive treatises. Old editions 
are few and most of these are of historic importance. . . . Under 
“Ore Deposits” you will find a rich, unique collection, including many 
titles never in the book trade. . . . ‘The subject of iron ore 
deposits, so interesting to the State of Washington, is specially repre- 
sented and the collection under that head is unique. 

The collection under the head of “Monetary” is remarkable as 
uncommonly full for the period of agitation of the silver question and 
the question of the standard. ‘This period was while I was Director of 
the Mint, thus having unusual opportunities for the collection. 

I may say, briefly, in conclusion, that it would now be impracticable 
to pursue on the Pacific Coast, except possibly at the California univer- 
sities, a geological or metallurgical investigation of a high order, requiring 
references. ‘This collection would supply the deficiency. 


On submitting the catalog of the collection to interested mem- 
bers of the faculty of the University of Washington it was pro- 
nounced an invaluable addition to local sources of research, Dr. 
Kimball’s opinion being thus wholly confirmed. It is conceded on 
all sides that we have made a good beginning of what must always 
be one of the most valuable departments of the library. 

‘The work of the accession and catalog departments is now 
kept well up to date. Shelf lists have been made for the two new 
branches with duplicates at the central library. 
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The accessions throughout the year were largely duplicate 
books for the branches and schools, making the routine work of the 
catalogers comparatively light, therefore more of their time has 
been available for bringing up delayed work than in any year 
since the fire. All pamphlets and maps have been entered, filed 
and indexed. Card catalogs have been completed and installed 
in two of the branches. A large order of music for the violin and 
violoncello, which had been some time on hand, has been thoroughly 
indexed and prepared for the shelves. A careful revision of the 
central catalog is now in progress and about one-fourth of the 
alphabet is finished. The end of next year will probably see its 
completion. 

One of the reasonable requirements of the depositories of the 
duplicate card catalogs of the Library of Congress is that the ar- 
rangement of the cards shall be kept up to date for the use of the 
public. This has been accomplished during the year and the catalog 
has proved a valuable aid in the reference, cataloging and order 
departments of our own work. 

There is still one class of books that remain to be reduced 
to complete control—the United States government documents—one 
of the most valuable, yet elusive collections of information in exist- 
ence. After waiting ten years for a new congressman, so that 
this library might become a designated depository of government 
publications, we are still waiting for most of the documents. The 
successive congresses have as yet failed to pass the bill increasing 
the quota of printed matter, therefore the new congressmen under 
the census of 1900 have nothing to give their depositories. 

Meantime by begging and trading, as well as by outright pur- 
chase, our collection is slowly growing. The proper assimilation of 
this unique material must soon become the object of thoroughly 
specialized attention along the lines that have proved most success- 
ful elsewhere. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


Publication of the monthly bulletin of accessions was resumed 
in January after the lapse of four years. It had seemed inadvisable 
to print it since the burning of the library because the accessions 
were at once so numerous and so largely duplicates of old stock. 
In that period 50,000 volumes have been added. The volume 
of the bulletin for 1905 consists of 126 pages, including an index. 
In the course of the year valuable reference lists were printed upon 
the foilowing topics: 
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Cascade Mountains. 
Christmas. 

Football. 

Marcus Whitman. 
Mt. Rainier. 


Yachting, shipbuilding and navigation. 


Also selected lists for the sixth and eighth school grades and 
lists of books in the Spanish and Finnish languages. 

Finding-usts of the sections of natural science and usetul arts 
in the library have also been published. Similar lists of the books 
in other sections are in preparation. When completed these lists 
taken together will form a printed catalog of the library. The 
various lists are sold at a nominal price, not to cover their cost, 
but to prevent waste. 


CIRCULATION. 


The number of borrower’s cards now in force is 14,607, new 
applications to the number of 7,231 being registered this year and 
6,181 old cards expiring by Imitation, a net increase of 1,050. 

In the Appendix appears the tabulated statement of the circu- 
lation of books for home use. ‘The total recorded use is 234,503 
volumes, of which 179,145 were issued from the central library, 
21,977 from the regular branches and 33,381 from the school 
rooms. 

As already remarked, the business of the main library suffered 
from its closing and removal to another site. [he figures show a 
loss of 24,719 volumes in circulation here, and the loss was doubt- 
less much greater than is shown, owing to this closing of nearly a 
month, the complete interruption of the reading habits of the borrow- 
ers just at spring time, and the almost absurdly inaccessible location 
in which the building was finalty deposited, surrounded by terrifying 
steam shovels and yawning excavations for several blocks. 

The circulation at the branches shows a happier tendency. 
Fremont Branch has 18,026 to its credit against 13,212 last year. 
The other branches are but recently opened, but they add 3,951] 
volumes, practically all new business. 

The reference and other house use in all our buildings is un- 
doubtedly on the increase, though there are no statistics to be 
quoted. We hope soon, by the ad of registering turnstiles, to be 
able to know the number of persons visiting the various reading and 
reference rooms. [he increased use of the main building may be 
inferred from the fact that, whereas, a year or so since, one at- 
tendant was all that was spared to do reference work, now two 
and three are always on duty except in the evening. he informa- 
tion desk, serving as a secondary reference department, has also been 
manned constantly except in the evening hours. 
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The recorded home circulation from the school libraries is 
33,381 volumes, but these figures are known to be, unfortunately 
for the figures, far from complete. Even with the simple charging 
system adopted it has been found practically impossible to secure 
from the teachers full returns of this class of business. 

Four hundred and eighty-eight libraries, some of twenty and 
some of twenty-four volumes each, have been sent out. Four hun- 
dred and twenty-five different public school rooms have been sup- 
plied, the libraries being renewed as the teacher desired. All told 
there are 7,500 volumes in the circulating school collection for the 
grammar grades, besides 4,000 volumes for daily use in the school © 
rooms, of which, though, there are no statistics whatever. 

We are furnishing circulating libraries to sixteen fire engine 
houses, to the industrial school, Cascade laundry, orphans’ home, 
Crittenton home, Bethany and Union Congregational Sunday 
schools, Academy of the Holy Names and several parochial schools. 
Magazines are sent regularly to the Pine Street car barns. 

The High School library has also been made a deposit station 
recently, and that work, it is needless to say, may soon become of the 
utmost importance. Ad closer relation in the near tuture is much to 
be desired and it would probably pay for itself amply in affording 
relief from the congestion every afternoon in our reference room. It 
seems to me very desirable that every school-house in the city should, 
as soon as it is possible, contain a regular circulating branch of the 
library, its administration controlled by us in the interest of the 
children of that school and the families they represent. 


FINANCIAL. 
Balance in fund January 1, 1905.......... $° 13,855.21 
Receipts (including building fund).......... 154,842.50 
Duplicate warrant unpaid,..........'...... 7.50 
Expenditures #5 fas eos bis lew 'p Rae bs Pied ls os $156,293.64 
Balance xc copes he ho ee ae eee 12,411.57 
MW otalesi acess Bec eon hohe s «cece $168,705.21 $168,705.21 


The regular income of $48,592.50 was derived from the follow- 


ing sources: 


From (axes: cttis occ os ee $15,659.01 
From licenses, fincs and fees.........cccceccvccveee 31,485.42 
From: library: coblectronene, cx sive ieaceasevereracsancoveicse: saaerareesens 1,448.07 


EGER 6 os ices oe ifctilan crises cheeotteu es Alsen oeiat eee $48,592.50 
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There was received from Andrew Carnegie on account of the 
building fund $106,250, making the total receipts of the library 
fund $154,842.50. The appended statement shows receipts of 
the fund by months: 


ULE TERE = Ga aR re ae eee oe eo $2,609.06 
WCESETE RT call Suet Rigs SGrW Lapis a Ge Pi At erties al Meena 18,806.22 
CORSA E Se ee ies 2) ec |g ee ONS | ee 7,808.17 
ear rman sented Sm Ae ster fc plow tS cK. Oe Mies dans < Weaiets aM 4 6,204.18 
Dh Ee RRS ener the ta td aks asc Git aay oye ole sin chip 36,322.96 
ee BA rive isla tp )¥ Sine vie 0.990 318 3,272.68 
TORS = Se dhe Daler untae a el de paige al Mar Oana aia ORs ane aP Ea 25,784.86 
CASTE) oe ee pei vi 7 a es a oe aed a 2,268.58 
SUPERS 3. | aie leita aioe Sth HERR eT Pars ae 23,329.67 
Eo ate geen are Serre 3,932.92 
Loe Sy | yet fae SRR FRE SO INI Feat ripe gr Me 4,169.29 
“EA SOTETESTS 9 eeepc apeata i RRNA ens Bi rein ae nent prada 20,333.91 

Sara ree Se ese A ee A lee Pi ee ee $154,842.50 


The detailed expenditures are shown in the Appendix, but the 
following table shows the amount of warrants drawn against the 
fund by the comptroller for the expenses of the month previous: 


VO UES AGE SR Se ie raceme ee ae ae ae a $3,746.07 
ETE Dig RRA, ae SAD SS: Ae mre mee ee ane 18,904.11 
Me ood ah chs no's ale Ox diet aie aad ok 4 I aw Pee FIA | 
ENS SGN “pier ite clr Gila lla ana Pas ga eae ai Rice. ae ye, Mr died 
PRC AUTO: Shes Dey Sue Ok 4 Fhe Bae SON ee ot 38,583.34 
GME Wee etl Pie eae SF phew Be MCS oars Whee AEE 3,246.33 
SPT AE re ee oh 75a Go, ase eam Gidea Jae vip eoUNYA cha Bo 25,586.64 
66, EET ays ei Sy Mr 4,577.37 
ePIBMIDGINE TE ire oie he aes htke i ee aet s ee ee PA ah as 
COD EE MET WRT TE Te OTe he oe Ca Np ENN Co ce gens - 4,419.50 
Peavempetn BF, Pedy se sera We ot SOL Wet Maus 4,406.34 
COLEUS ey lc 6 enamel tars ia Mie nA eae ne SO CeCe ee 21,621.52 

Piola eee nee eee et ies eisaenre Nave eoaltce aie Hob coe $156,293.64 


At the request of the Board the City Council has increased the 
tax levy for library purposes which has been one-fifth of a mill in 
1905 to three-fourths of a mill for 1906. The increase will cover 
contingencies of the Board’s building operations. According to esti- 
mates the regular income of 1906 will be: 


ELD TES Var. er ce eee Oe Feat, BONO See | $52,615.33 

MEMmOLEY SOUTCESEO Tats sre tte re nc siols tls ok wee be 31,497.77 

Usted 7. eae INN Peet he nese. sin VIAN os ad a nea $84,113.10 
ADMINISTRATION. 


The reorganization of the staff begun last year is telling in 
increased efficiency. From the days, a decade ago, when there 
were but two or three general assistants until now when the staff 


24 Hitternth Aunual Report 


is divided, theoretically at least, into twelve departments more or 
less practically distinct, its work, I believe, has been continuously 
improving. Formerly every member had to stand in readiness 
to take hold of any part ot the work and this all-around training 
was undoubtedly of great value in giving breadth and strength to 
the senior assistants who have naturally evolved into leaders and 
heads of departments. Now specialization is possible. Home- 
trained as they nearly all are, the system has yet produced a forceful 
unity of purpose and a solidarity that counts for much in every enter- 
prise. Under a careful plan of selection after trial and with this 
uniform system of preparation it has been possible to create a staff 
that is not simply effective in accomplishing results, but is a homo- 
geneous and harmonious organism. It is our boast that every mem- 
ber of the staff is the personal friend and well-wisher of every other 
member. Higher praise could not easily be spoken, nor anything 
predicated of them that would augur better for the service. 

It is well to provide an occasional infusion of new blood. So 
far as this has been tried the results have been happy. ‘he staff 
now numbers more than thirty. To prevent a too continuous in- 
breeding in methods and views, I shall at an early day ask the 
Board and the Civil Service Commission to permit the engagement 
of some few specialists, equipped with the technical training of the 
professional school and experienced in other libraries. It will give 
new perspective and initiative, helping us to keep abreast of the 
enlightened efforts of the times to serve the public best. 

There were three graduates from the training class in March. 
All have since passed the civil service examinations and entered our 
employ. The current class has two members whose work will be 
finished soon. Hereafter, we propose to begin the class in the 
spring instead of the fall, the summer season affording better facili- 
ties for thorough work. 


A. L. A. 


The event of the year—of a lifetime, I had almost said—to 
the library staff was the visit of the American Library Association 
to the Northwest. Though the annual conference of the Association 
was held in Portland, nearly every delegate made one or more stops 
in this city and our workers were thus brought into touch with many 
of the foremost minds of the library world. Even as: an hour’s 
conversation with a great man across a table is worth years of isolated 
and uninspired toil, so this opportunity to see and hear the masters 
of their craft threw open the door of a new epoch in professional 
life to those who had never had this privilege. Our library friends 
came, saw and conquered us with their practical helpfulness and 
kindly forbearance. We can only hope that our distinguished 
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guests, possessing memories as kind as their hearts, may recall the 
Western eagerness to learn as pleasantly as we recall their gener- 
ous willingness to help. 

Your librarian represented the library officially at the Portland 
conference and during the post-conference trip to Alaska, and for 
this opportunity my thanks are due the Board. I beg to express 
again to you, Gentlemen, my sincere appreciation of your assistance, 
co-operation and guidance during another year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CHARLES WESEEY SMEG, 


Librarian. 


26 Fifteenth Annual Report 


APPENDIX A 
LIBRARY STAFF, December, 1905 


EXECCIIVE DEPARIMENT 


DPOF TIEION « « sianing VEEN eR sae oO Re ee CHAS. WESLEY SMITH 
Pigtail ssislant LiOr apie isei ee Mrs. SOPHIE W. BARKER 
ACCESSION DEPARTMENT 
LHBOICE: CLEVE. GRR a ee eB Huco P. KUHNKE 
CATALOG DEPARTMENT 
VEeSPerant Calalo gar. nee sore she aes cone ane MRS. JESSIE M. Boyp 
LASSESTANL COLBLO LCM aonb aiine sev gee vas We Akee dhigadeicd eet eee HELEN GILLETTE 
DPV MES as ns uk i ing Ges una Uapeteche Cariuns Glichstes ens Mecanent ane tate MAY EK. LITTLE 
REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 
CORIBIG i vss. uatininsinee lance fetlone anne stiudle alten te he ete mee ye MARY BANKS 
VA PIOHE GE octet ey tis tec bendy ok sabato eee KATHARINE MCMICKEN 
WROTE ANGE c, <.5 padtn whined Coeidices s Gaa8) AATEC ee ee ee ANNIE H. CALHOUN 
PCE von eiksnn gdb cuncswedsgaebn Pinky qiess b <i COND EE Seat ered ie te eee CALVIN BUGHER 
CIRCULATING DEPARTMENT 
UPEFINTENA CHL Of CIV LCUALION ssiy ss cas <ndveruancsmeaes Mrs. MINNA P. REESE 
eee CLEVE is dieu ees Nake Pees nhigd ee GERTRUDE H. CROCKER 
BIER CLEOPR GI Gee MERLE, cad doug shea ean eee Mrs. MARY W. DENNIS 
DIOS: CLEP a ccacarvics saceds do cas cadvciaveckiavieee oe eee AGNES HANSEN 
LIES CLEVER Severn hohe eonts keceiiabeteaesso ee eeiee te ieee BLANCHE H.JOSSELYN 
SHELF DEPARTMENT 
eet, co Ae Te be ce au ais je Jabs wea eee RUSSELL T. Twiss 
MELE. dc tices adioe tip oe bsditua cine wos dion 2110 skate aes Rat een Cte er CARL S. ZOOK 
ORL SORE UR MALE EEN! CEPT, PER ert oh eG SS EVERETT S. HOWELL 
CHILDREN S DEPARTMENT 
Oy A SO El Ge ED OS Sy OEP MOAR Po TE eS JOSEPHINE G. TABER 
DIESE ECE Rete REC Pen eho GEA Ras Mrs. MARGARET C. MKEYDENBAUER 
DIOS CUCTI Res oh cose gee on cas dons sdAdK Pee LUCIA HALEY 
MILE <tc tego haat Ono eeiny 1 ae Palen sen yin aul! gukens eet emeee W. LAWRENCE BREECE 
BRANCH DEPARTMENT 
Desk Clerk, Fremont Branch y.icccccee coserecccocecs Emma K. McCuLLouGH 
Desk Clerk Green Lake Brauch,..cccvstinc eee HARRIET ALLISON 
Desk Clear SOUT BVOUCH «vob ss cde sans cos haceess tee ee ee MARY ROE 
CUSLODIAI VESTN TE IUUCH, occ ve ude issns «tas cter ty eee ALFRED J. VILLARS 
BINDERY DEPARTMENT 
PF OVEW AGA SH RE Np NE a Ee HARRY W. HYDE 
FOrWArAEL. ..sceeee edad hacux avian Vathor co's ooh pater eee me eee ae Louis OPSAHL 
FOV WAFL ET Panis pete ige ass Cac scacceu on Cee JOHN H. MINNIEMYER 
SSUPLCR CT Sols ween deena eK Cao ee E. AGNES COLLINS 
MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
J QUNTLOU TE, csi ccs cd bact eee te Net ne JOSEPH W. HAMILTON 


CO™TCONET ice hl ee ee Rukia iaas' siepudetrsctalyeet ones Mrs. BELLE ROSCOE 
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APPENDIX D 


BINDERY—VOLUMES BOUND AND REBOUND 


NUMBER 
CLASS MATERIAL VALUE 
F | Q | O |r2mo./16mo.| Torar 


Fiction........| Full Imperial Cloth 54 126 160)1480 | 327 | 2147 || $1582.10 
Non-Fiction | One-half Russia...... 18 92.527) 623 146 | 1406 | 1156.85 


Non-Fiction | One-half Canvas....| 21} 8) 8 3 40 25.05 
Non-Fiction | Full Cloth............. | Io | 5.00 
Non-Fiction | Paper Boards......... i, > 240eee 24:10 


Magazines...| One-half Morocco../132/133) 172! 


437 | 673.35 
Newspapers.) One-half Canvas.... 


275 | 54.00 


$3520.45 


225|359)567 2106 | 473 | 


a 
Os 
© 

CO 


OTHER WORK 


No. PIECES || VALUE 

US OR VETS AC Corst 0G «5 ooh tais ond on wate eR vale | 253 | $IOI.20 
VOT a ial SESS a0 oh Ea nn a eg eee ee 11452 || 572.50 
BME aeRO CA SOU Steer lp i copownictackobdss naephovdas far cake oe] 105 52.50 
ET EMP LOTNECT Scenes ve svar tens nes bots s/c yenstee cess 617 18.50 
eC HRT ets ce oa ot nt SR LG Aaash sania cease 109 5.00 
eR ICC os ae ood ace aihe Grp hk cap ndcinhee's oa) soap nneds avd 86 43.00 
tt eR NL ONMULCN fate oh ated. pucactbin fer nehsgischoones 655 aN 2.25 
PPIs GC OVETS GP Creer ciation doncas iaatess <o0)cn700K Sit 5.10 
CSS STE, C7 SN, ae ave E AROS Se RT Se 7 eM 3.50 

12646 | $804.55 


Baye) NAD Cages Solely epee er pee handy Teas eye | Ba 325.00 
| 
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LIST OF DONORS, 1905 


Adriance Memorial Library, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. 

Alameda, Cal., Public Library. 

Allegheny, Pa., Carnegie Free Li- 
brary. 

American Bar Association. 

Amherst College, Amherst, Mass. 

Baltimore, Md., Democratic Club. 

Bellingham, Wash., Public Library. 

Birmingham, Eng., Free Libraries. 

Bolton, Sarah K., Cleveland, O. 

Boston, Mass., Public Library. 

Boston Port and Seamen’s Society. 

Bradford, Pa., Carnegie Library. 

Brainerd, Erastus, Seattle. 

Brockton, Mass., Public Library. 

Brookline, Mass., Public Library. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Public Library. 

California State Library, Sacra- 
mento, Cal. 

California State Railroad Commnis- 
sion. 

Cambridge, Mass., Public Library. 

Cedar Rapids, Ia., Public Library. 

Chicago, Ill., Public Library. 

Chicago, University of. 

Christian Science Reading Room, 
Seattle. 

Church of Latter Day Saints, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

Cincinnati, O., Public Library. 

Cincinnati, University of. 

Cleveland, O., Public Library. 

Coe, Mrs. Carrie, Seattle. 

Colorado, University of, Boulder, 
Col. 

Congregational Association of Ore- 
gon and Washington. 

Connecticut State Railroad Com- 
mission. 

Davenport, Ia., Public Library. 

DeForrest, R. W., New York City. 

Denny, Miss Loretta, Seattle. 

Detroit, Mich., Public Library. 

Downie, H., Seattle. 

Evanston, Ill., Public Library. 


Everett, Wash., Public Library. 

Forbes Library, Northampton, 
Mass. 

GeorgiaState Railroad Commission. 

Gore, J. G., Seattle. 

Gross, Mrs. Jacob, Seattle. 

Grow, Mrs. C. E., Seattle. 

Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Howey, Laura E., Helena, Mont. 

Iowa Railroad Commission. 

John Crerar Library, Chicago. 

Kansas City, Mo., Public Library. 

Kansas State Board of Agriculture. 

Kansas State Railroad Commission. 

Lamb, John, Seattle. 

Lawrence, Mass., Free Public Li- 
brary. 

Manchester, N. H., City Library. 

Manitowoc, Wis., Public Library. 

Marshall, William I., Chicago, I]. 

Marvin, Frederic Rowland, Troy, 
by og 

Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy, Boston, Mass. 

Michigan Commission of Railroads. 

Michigan, University of, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Public Library. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Public Library. 

Minnesota Railroad and Warehouse 
Commission. 

Missouri Railroad and Warehouse 
Commission. 

Montana, Historical Society of. 

National Educational Association, 
Winona, Minn. 

New Hampshire Railroad Commis- 
sion. 

New Haven, Conn., Public Library. 

New York State Board of Railroad 
Commissioners. 

New York State Library, Albany, 
N.Y: 

Newark, N.J., Public Library. 

Oak Park, Il., Public Library. 


Srattle Public Library 
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LIST OF DONORS— Continued 


Ohio Commission of Railroads and 
Telegraph. 

Old Corner Book Store, Boston, 
Mass. 

Omaha, Neb., Public Library. 

Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes- 
barre, Pa. 

Otis Free Library, Norwich, Conn. 

Pasadena Public Library, Pasadena, 
Cal. 

Patterson, W. M., Seattle. 

Peabody Institute, Baltimore, Md. 

Pennsylvania, University of, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Phillips, Samuel Louis. 

Phipps, Henry, New York City. 

Piek, A. R., Seattle. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Carnegie Library. 

Popular Mechanics, Chicago, Il. 

Post-Intelligencer, Seattle. 

Pratt, J, W., Seattle. 

Pratt Institute Library, Brooklyn, 
fee's 
Princeton University, Princeton, 
Providence Libraries, Providence, 

RL 
Putney, M. H., Chicago, Ill. 
Ratchford, M. D., Columbus, O. 
Reading, Pa., Public Library. 
Reynolds Library, Rochester, N.Y. 
Rhode Island ‘Railroad Commis- 
sion. 
Rhode Island State Board of Edu- 
cation. 
Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Tex. 
Ryynanen, Anna, Seattle. 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Public Li- 
brary. 


San Francisco, Cal., Free Public 
Library. 

Schuyler, Mrs. Louisa, Seattle. 

Schuyler, Philip L. 

Seattle Alaska Club, Seattle. 

Shattuck School, Faribault, Minn. 

Sheldon, Caroline M., Seattle. 

Shepard, Charles E., Seattle. 

Shreve & Co., San Francisco, Cal. 

Smith, C. W., Seattle. 

Somerville, Mass., Library. 

Sparling, Mrs. F. H., Seattle. 

Spokane, Wash., Public Library. 

Standard Oil Co., New York City. 

Stillson, Dr. H., Seattle. 

Swank, James M., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sweden, Government of. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Public Library. 

Theosophical Society, Seattle. 

ucker, Drs |..bsy oeatlie 

United States Government. 

United States Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Md. 

Vawter, E. J., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Victoria, B. C., Public Library. 

Villars, A. J., Seattle. 

Washington, D. C., Public Library. 

Washington State Library. 

Washington State Pioneer Associa- 
tion. 

Washington State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. 

Washington State Supreme Court. 

Western Rose Temperance Society, 
Seattle. 

Williams, Walter, Columbia, Mo. 

Willmon, J. C., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Wilmington, Del., Institute Free 
Library. 


